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Persuasive Campaign — Audience Analysis Paper
Special Olympics

Topic—Exigence & Invention

A. Topic/Exigence

| have chosen to motivate students of Monmouthegellto volunteer their
time and talents to the Special Olympics. Speglgimpics brings hope and
joy to thousands of mentally and physically hangipaople’s lives through
each interaction and smile. | believe that thisngmportant issue that
touches thousands of people’s lives, including sofreir own, in one way or
another. Monmouth College has taught us to explorderstand, and
appreciation all different aspects of life. | féleht there is no better way to
experience these things than to give back to thatatlg and physically
disabled by volunteering for the Special Olympitstoday’s society | feel
that we have lost sight of what is important arat thie are too caught up in
our own lives. Volunteering for Special Olympissa perfect way to give
back to society and take a break from the fasteplasbrld we live in. Special
Olympics welcomes and encourages people from dksna life to

participate and join the force to help brightenliies of Special Olympics
athletes. The following information shows how imjpat Special Olympics
volunteers are:

* Without the volunteers the Special Olympics woubd exist
(“Special Olympic Volunteers,’n.p).

» Special Olympics is made up of over 700,000 volers€“Special
Olympic Volunteers,” n.p).

» Special Olympics touches more than 2.25 millionetatis and
families total. (“Special Olympics,” n.p).

After informing my audience on how vital Specialy@lpics is | will try to
motivate and encourage them to donate their owe &nd efforts to the
cause. Students can accomplish this by voluntgeatitheir own
community’s Special Olympics, or by volunteering floe city of
Monmouth’s Special Olympics.
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B. Invention

Volunteering and giving up our own personal timsterting to become a
thing of the past. College aged students consuao@h raf their time with
alternative activities dealing mostly with schooblaheir social lives.
Attitudes have also developed that as long astecplar topic or situation
does not concern us there is no reason to care abdthis kind of behavior
has become a growing mindset for many young athudgy. It is important
as young adults to take action in our community getdnvolved to become
more diverse individuals. Mentally and physicallgabled people that
participate in Special Olympics depend on volurgéemot only organize the
event but to give them support and encouragemeimiglit. Special
Olympics is an amazing way to help others help gewes. The support and
encouragement the participants get from volunteelis them not only in their
athletic event but also in their everyday livesei after the Olympics is over
participants gloat about their glory for weeks amohths. They also take
their newfound confidence and use it in other acédlkeir lives. Helping
others help themselves can also be self-rewaredirfgels good to see
disabled individuals succeed.

There are some people that have apprehensionsabddunhg with mentally
retarded people. Several of these individuals m&wer had any personal
contact with the disabled and base their fearsfgfierceptions. Others may
have encountered an individual that was particylagigressive or had a
behavior problem, but they were not equipped withgroper training to
handle the situation. In terms of Special Olympliese kinds of athletes will
have their own personal attendant that is traimeticapable of handling their
behavior style. It is important to remember thedge with disabilities are
still human and can express emotions and frustragigst as everyone else
can. The great part about Special Olympics is#t & job suitable for
everyone. If a volunteer signs up for the firstdiand has reservations about
working with the handicap they can be accommodhayedther jobs that are
not one-on-one. It is also important in situatibkes these to try and put all
fears aside and concentrate more on helping thei@g@2lympic athlete to do
the best they can. Regardless of doubts one magy baery athlete deserves
to experience what it is like to be a winner.

Special Olympics is an amazing event that bringstadly and physically
handicap people as one with their community. Thgpecial and important
because there was a time when disabled peoplesharsmed and looked
down upon. A not so long time ago several haqdpzople were forced to
live in institutions where they were separated fitbmnrest of society. Luckily
now organizations have made it possible for mentaild physically impaired
people to live in healthy and happy environmentsmgriheir community.
Thanks to Special Olympics these people have tphertynity to participate

in sports and games that those without disabilgetso take part in. By
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supporting Special Olympics you are also suppottiegfact that you take
pride in helping the handicap and accept them esopaociety. Special
people deserve to be happy just as everyone €&lsere is no better way to
show this than to volunteer and help put a smila omentally or physically
disabled persons face.

Audience Analysis

A. General Overview

The audience that | am going to target for my cagrpes college students.
This group of people has the capability to orgatiesr schedules around
events and activities that they are willing to jggpate in. College is usually
a time in a person’s life when they realize whatytetand for and what kind
of organizations and events they support. Theeefoy volunteering now,
college students are more likely to continue tauwmtder for Special Olympics
in the future. A fall 2006 survey given to fouraydreshmen at Monmouth
College showed that 80.6% of the students perfovoéthteer work. This
percent shows that a majority of college studeatseldone volunteer work
and will be more likely to participate in Specidly@pics because of their
past volunteer efforts. To break it down eventfert25.5% volunteered for 1
to 2 hours and 14.6% volunteered 3 to 5 hoursholgh these percents are
not extremely high they are still encouraging beeavolunteers do not have
to help out all day, but can choose the amounbaf$ithey care to donate of
their time.

B. Characteristics
1. Attitude towards topic

After interviewing Monmouth College students | fautiat overall students
think that Special Olympics is an important orgatian that is essential for
the lives of handicap individuals. | found thatdgnts think it is important
for people with disabilities to share some of thme opportunities that non-
disabled people get to partake in. Many also esqm@ that they felt one-on-
one interaction with handicap people was importarihe disabled peoples
lives and self-esteem. | also concluded that atjhcstudents support the
event and the efforts of volunteers, they themseare not particularly eager
to engage their own time and efforts into Specighpics.

2. Attitude towards relevant behaviors and message purpose

Even though the vast majority of Monmouth Collegelsnts | interviewed
agreed that Special Olympics supported a greaecauarge portion of them
will most likely not volunteer to help out. Thisdue to the fact that some
students have uncertainties working with mentatigt physically disabled
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people. Also, a large number of students expressethck of time that they
have to commit to Special Olympics. Many felt ttrety had no extra time to
donate to volunteer hours. If | can get studemtsnderstand the importance
and life changing effects volunteers have on Sp&dianpic athletes, | can
get them to take action with volunteering. | fdet some students may be
embarrassed to take part in an organization thesdeth handicap people.
Volunteering is not always known as the “cool” thito do, so if | can get a
large group of students to see its benefits mayisenindset will change.

3. Relevant audience beliefs

In general students have the same supportingastituward Special
Olympics and the joy that it brings to the heaftthe athletes. They know
that it allows the mentally and physically disabpebple to unite with their
communities, and take part in challenges thateékeaf the world can tackle.
They understand that it is an event that allowslitap people to feel better
about themselves and the world they live. Howeseme students do not
know some important facts about the event. | amted that some students
think Special Olympic volunteers are only made tifamily members and
trained staff of the athletes. This is a falseiagstion; Special Olympics
volunteers are all different ages and vary frongsfs to lawyers. Anyone
can be a volunteer in the Special Olympics. Whatyrellege students do
not know is that without the efforts of volunteénsre would be no Olympic
games. Volunteers that wanted to make a differentee lives of mentally
retarded people founded Special Olympics. | thiwkl be able to sway
students to want to volunteer because it is not forla good cause but
because it touches the lives of many disabled peopl

4. Relevant audience values and their saliency

Morally it is our duty to help those in need. Maht and physically disabled
people depend on others to help them through tadly lives. It is only right
that we, as non-disabled people, help those in.n€aflege students fit this
category perfectly. College has help taught collstgeents to become more
respectable and responsible adults. With respiibgitomes obligations of
doing what is morally and ethically right. Voluets in the Special Olympics
are not only having fun but they are helping othezip themselves.

5. Relevant audience needs and motives

College students have a need to feel acceptedeptiihwithin their
environment and for themselves. Students likestonlolved to keep them
busy while they are away from their families andnledife. Volunteering for
the Special Olympics would help college studentmare ways that one.
Students would first and foremost feel good knowtmat they touched the
lives of mentally and physically people. Collegedents would also get a
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since of pride for doing something other than dngkwith their friends or
doing a social activity. Volunteering would alldar an out reach into the
community, which could potentially open many dooffie new connection
with community members would be a great sourcesbivarking for future
activities and/or jobs. Students would also haveportunity to stay active
and be in a fun and upbeat environment.

6. Reference groups for this audience

Joining a group that represents your identity isngportant thing that takes
place in all men and women’s lives once arrivingatege. Often students
join clubs and organizations that they feel repneigem and their personality
types. For example, service clubs, sororitiesefraties, sport organizations,
academic clubs, etc. Once the student has estadllibeir organization they
act in accordance to their group. Fortunately,esoifithese clubs will work in
the favor for volunteering for Special Olympicscaobrding to “The American
Freshman” survey, 25.5 % of Monmouth College freshnvere involved in 1
to 2 student clubs or groups in high school and%lwere involved in 3to 5
of these groups. These percents mean that ar@ageity of college students
will join clubs and groups in college to stay aetintimely, this means that
a large majority of these groups will deal withlpkophic events. College
students are more likely to volunteer for thingthdy have other people that
will volunteer with them.

7 Stuational variables

When considering the best time to target my canmphigust take into
consideration my audience and how time appropnstevent is for them.
Special Olympics is a flexible event with variogp®ging events scheduled
throughout different times of them the year. Majds the outside Olympics
which includes all of the track and field evengdthough May is a busy time
for college students it does take place in early Miaa Saturday. This is a
perfect opportunity to be out in the fresh air take a break from studying
before finals. Other indoor events take placerdutine winter months, which
is convenient because school will be back in sessiter summer break.
During the various months | can stress the impoganf giving hope and
encouragement to the mentally and physically chgie. | will illustrate

how important it is to give back to those that atétle less fortunate than we
are and to make time for others. During the maftNovember, which is
when bowling Olympics takes place, | will stress iimportance of being
thankful and allowing others to be thankful for thenation of our time to the
Special Olympics. Throughout my campaign | wilvedo be cautions of
using the correct terms for mentally and physicdigabled people. | want to
make sure that | do not offend anyone while tryimgecruit people to
volunteer. | will have to take into consideratibiwse on campus that have a
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handicap person as a friend or in their familwvill also want to speak in a
tactful manor when representing the Special Olyspic

8. Mental sophistication

While presenting my campaign to my audience | nalgt into consideration
how knowledgeable they already are on Special Olgsnpl also want to
think about what kinds of facts are important targhwith them and what will
be most likely to attract and hold their attentidbhis important that | consider
all the different backgrounds my audience mightehand what sort of
experience they may or may not have with mentaity ghysically challenged
individuals. 1 do not want to make myself sound &orogant within my own
experience with Special Olympics. | need to keemind that for some
students volunteering would be a very scary an@nnfiortable thing to do. It
will also be important for me to remember not teaptoo much on my own
experiences within the Olympics because | do nattw@bore anyone with
my personal life stories. | want to hold my audes attention throughout
my whole presentation, allowing them to learn agimas possible about
Special Olympics and what a great cause it is. ¢l@n as a college student
myself, my audience may find a connection with mée fact that | have
already volunteered, and that may encourage thato tbe same. | must
remember that there is a fine line between my oxpegence and using that
experience to encourage them.

C. Goal(s)

There are two major goals that | want to meet aftgicampaign is finished.
The first is for students to not feel uncomfortaiteund mentally and
physically individuals. Second, is to get indivadstudents along with
organizations such as sororities, fraternities, soalal clubs to sign up and
volunteer for Special Olympics. To reach my fgetl | will have to get the
students that do not feel comfortable around hapdpzople to have a lot of
trust and patience. | will need to make them usi@ded that they can take
baby steps up to interacting with the athleteser&tare many important jobs
that take place at the Special Olympics that dchawte anything to do with
the participants. | want to make this point veisac to those that feel
uncomfortable. | plan on doing this by giving anual list of jobs that can be
done at the event itself. For my second goal llmat only target individual
students, but presidents and social chairs in varatubs and organizations. |
will stress to them how important this event is &gy by their participation

it will make their organization stand out from e rest. | plan on doing this
by sending e-mails, talking personally to the mtests and social chairs, and
specifically attending their club meetings.
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1. Obstacles

Like anything else there are always obstaclesdfaaid in the way of getting
people to participate and volunteer in somethiRgferring back to my goals,
| can see where the people that are uncomfortablend mentally and
physically handicap individuals would be set initheays and unwilling to
change. For my second goal | could see whereigai#hs and organizations
would already have philanthropy events lined upwodld not be willing to
add a new one to their schedule. There is alsaggoi be students that would
not consider helping out others or giving up anyheir time to volunteering.
Regardless of how effective my message is somel@eolb find ways to

block me out and refuse to change or open theidsnamd hearts to
volunteering.
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