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The mission statement for the citizenship courses offered at Monmouth College, the last in a series of courses within the Integrated Studies program, “calls on students to take some sort of intellectual or practical action while challenging students to move past study and contemplation to conscientious action while taking an interdisciplinary approach to understanding important social issues.  Students are then called upon to address those issues variously as citizens of community, nation, and world” (Watson). In all, the purpose of the course is to understand the characteristics that define a “good” citizen. At the beginning of the semester, each student was asked to consider such characteristics. Some examples of what makes an individual a good citizen include: paying taxes, voting, and having a general concern for the environment. One of the easiest and most effective ways to show such concern is through the action of recycling. 


The central goal of this project was to increase awareness of the student body, while reaching out to faculty and staff, to the importance of recycling. In order to do so, we first made aware the importance of recycling while at the same time, encouraged participation. With this in mind, we created flyers to post around campus, hung “bathroom readers” in the stalls of each of the bathrooms, and displayed table tents on each of the tables in the cafeteria. Each of these forms of advertisement contained information regarding why one should recycle, what can and cannot be recycled, interesting facts regarding recycling, and information about a presenter who was brought to campus to discuss landfills. By advertising this information, we hoped to better inform and promote recycling on campus. 
One of the major components of our group’s recycling project was to find recycling programs at other colleges and universities in hopes of being implemented at Monmouth College. Based on the programs that were established on these campuses, we hoped to retrieve information and ideas for encouraging campus- wide recycling. By researching effective programs at other locations, it was possible to see how and why these programs were so effective. From the research, it is apparent that most college campuses have developed some sort of recycling program to encourage recycling amongst students. However, not all schools specify how they maintain such programs. After researching several college campuses, we noted that there was a significant similarity within these programs. Most programs attributed their success to the students on the campus and described how recycling was done on the individual level, through intrinsic motivation.  The same aspect that makes a program successful and thrive can also be the burden. Programs that are not effective are caused by human error, lack of motivation, participation, and interest. The programs that are effective are so because they are simple, realistic, and based on routine.

The University of Minnesota has a program entitled “SMART.” The acronym stands for Self Managed Activities for Recyclables and Trash. Their slogan to students, faculty, and staff is “Get Smart.” This program is aimed at making each individual aware and responsible for recycling on his or her own. Therefore, recycling at Minnesota is based around the individual and is done through intrinsic motivation. “Each time a person disposes of his or her waste, he or she is presented with an opportunity to recycle.” With this concept, recycling provides a sense of responsibility and accountability. For this reason, recycling is self managed and done because individuals desire a clean and safe environment (University of Minnesota). 

 At Clemson University, “Solid Green: For a Better Future” has been implemented. This program promotes an anti-littering and environmental sustainability campaign by sponsoring events “that further Clemson’s commitment to the environment and sustainability” (Clemson University).  In order to ensure this, Clemson sponsors clean-up activities, raises awareness of recycling and littering, and supports student-led groups on campus that attempt to do the same in promoting environmental awareness. Eliminating litter is the first step to a safer, cleaner environment. From there, garbage can be thrown away and recyclables can be recycled. Most important within this program is that both garbage and recycling have their own place.

Lastly, Bates College has a highly effective recycling program.  The campus operates a “standard, color-coded collection system, in which each bin is a color depending on the material that is to be recycled in that particular bin” (Bates College). In addition, color-coded labels are placed on each bin to identify the material that should and is able to be placed in those bins. For example, each blue bin throughout campus is solely for recycling mixed paper while every black bin is for trash. This is a great idea that is simple yet realistic. Throughout the years spent at Bates College, students, faculty, and staff arrive at the habit of associating colored bins with the appropriate materials to be recycled. 

What we as a group learned and were able to take away from the research is that the recycling process must be simple. Something such as labeling and color-coded bins is ideal for the implementation of recycling. Also, much awareness and education must be present on the issue of recycling. Most often, individuals who do not recycle choose not to because they are uncertain of what can and cannot be recycled. With proper education about this topic, the uncertainty will no longer exist.


Something that appeared numerous times throughout research was RecyleMania. RecycleMania is a “friendly competition and benchmarking tool for college and university recycling programs to promote waste reduction activities to their campus communities.” RecyleMania began “in the spring of 2001 as a friendly challenge between recycling coordinators at two schools in Ohio, Miami University and Ohio University as a way to get students and staff more excited about participating in recycling efforts”. During a 10 week period, “schools report recycling and trash data which are then ranked according to who collects the largest amount of recyclables per capita, the largest amount of total recyclables, the least amount of trash per capita, or have the highest recycling rate” (RecycleMania 2008 Kickoff Release). With progress reports reported each week, schools are able to measure their success against other college and universities in order to provide a competition-based game to encourage campus-wide recycling. Over 400 colleges and universities participate in RecycleMania. Last year, Kalamazoo finished in 1st place. Together, the outcome of the competition was 58.6 million pounds of recycled material. Small colleges, similar to Monmouth, compete in this competition including Augustana. At the beginning of this research, our group wanted to be responsible for pursuing participation at Monmouth College to compete in RecycleMania. After all, an effective way to get individuals involved in something such as recycling is by making it a contest. When competition is introduced, everyone wants to take 1st place. At the conclusion of our research, we have found on three different websites that Monmouth College competed in the 2007 competition on a whole campus level. At this time, the dean of students along with numerous people knows nothing of the competition. To this day, nobody knows of the status of Monmouth’s participation in RecycleMania. Whether or not Monmouth has in fact participated, we should continue to pursue the competition-based game. If the campus could make something such as RecycleMania an annual event, word regarding the importance of recycling would initiate participation. 


The most important factor to consider is that recycling begins foremost on the individual level. From there, it extends beyond individual concerns and desires. If students are not passionate about recycling and encouraging it, how can we expect the rest of the population to feel the same? For that reason, it is vital for us as a group enrolled in the Citizenship course to show interest and concern for our environment. When we show leadership and determination by taking the initiative to educate our peers and professors on the importance for a greener environment, others will join in. Everything begins in small steps and from there evolves into something much greater. With the application of these suggested programs, we hope to achieve a “green” campus at Monmouth College.

Our first step in reaching our goal was to speak with the administration that was in control of working with and improving the current recycling program on campus.  Through numerous meetings with Dean Masood he explained how Monmouth’s recycling program is intended to operate.  At this point in time, the last week of September, every dorm but Bowers, Graham, and Fulton had recycling bins throughout the dorm.  However, as of October 6th these three dorms received recycling bins and toters for every floor.  All other dorms on campus already had a system in place. This new program requires an RA to select a resident of the building every Tuesday to take the recycling from each floor down to the toters located in the basement.  This would make the process more efficient for the Maple City Recycling Center. Dean Masood explained that in order for this program to get off the ground there needed to be more education for the campus.  Dean Masood stated “We need to have aggressive campaigning and education on recycling.” He also suggested that our group make flyers as well as inform the residents of the dorms through presentations.  Another option he proposed was to work with the MC TV station to help increase recycling awareness.

 During on going meetings, Dean Masood commented on how pleased he was with the progress of the recycling program thus far.  According to Dean Masood, “There has been substantial progress throughout the dorms.”  Not only did the administration make sure each dorm was fully equipped with recycling bins, they also ensured each theme house was a part of the program as well.  The dorm who received bins for the first time, Graham, was performing superbly with the new program.  This particular dorm was careful not to include garbage with the recycling.  We are in need of students to take an initiative with the recycling program. Currently, only a few members that are doing their part to make sure the recycling is taken down each week and that the recyclable materials are separated properly.  

Previously, we believed not many people were involved in the recycling process on campus.  However, through the informational presentation we hosted, we met Dustin Looney, a senior on campus.  Dustin has been working closely with Dean Masood on the recycling program and has some great ideas to help expand recycling on campus.  Mr. Looney believes if we are going to have a recycling program it needs to be entirely campus wide.  Presently, Monmouth College does not have any recycling in the Huff center or out at Peacock field.  These two places often bring an absorbent number of people. Having a specific place to recycle can eliminate less trash at these sites.  Dustin currently lives in Bowers Hall, a dorm that has organizational issues with the recycling program.  He has many goals and objectives he would like to see happen in Bowers.  Dustin wishes to add two more bins for glass and cardboard.  Throughout the dorm there only exist three bins, which is not sufficient for the size of the dorm.  If more bins were present the process may be more successful.  Dustin believes the lack of participation exists because people are not being properly educated on the importance of recycling.  Therefore, he plans to take what he learned in our presentation as well as his current knowledge and discuss recycling at the next hall meeting in Bowers.  This is a wonderful idea and we hope he can encourage other people to follow in his footsteps.  

After hearing Dustin’s point of view on the program, an e-mail was sent out to the HR’s of each dorm and queried their personal opinion of the program and its progress.  Only three responses were received but they did contain excellent information.  Most HR’s have witnessed their residents participate in recycling although they feel there is lack of motivation.  Most HR’s have also mentioned the need for more bins in the dorms in order to make this program effective.  Ideally, a minimum of four bins on each floor, two at each end of the hallway, would be a better convenience for students. 

Along with getting updates from Dean Masood about the recycling programs, we thought it would be intriguing to monitor the dorms ourselves.  The Maple City Recycling Center suggested a universal labeling system to be put in place within each dorm.  The labeling should be done in hopes that students would be able to become more familiar with recycling and to reduce the amount of waste placed in each bin.  Before making all the labels we felt it necessary to observe the dorms and see what type of labeling already existed.  We assigned each group member to observe certain dorms on campus, specifically to look at the labels and the amount of trash that was mixed with the recyclables.  

Bowers Hall has recycling bins on each floor; however the labeling varies from floor to floor.  On first floor there are two bins on each end of the hallway that are clearly labeled plastic and aluminum.  However, on the second floor there is only one bin at the end of each side of the hallway.  Also, “No Garbage” signs are hung, but only near the first floor bins.  First floor also seems to have done a very good job making sure garbage does not mix with the recycling.  The remaining floors are not so fortunate, the labeling of those bins is minimal and there is quite a bit of trash mixed into the recycling.  This dorm seems to be doing well with the effort to recycle, they are just lacking in organization and consistency of labeling.

On a different spectrum, Peterson and McMichael are incorporating a larger array of materials.  Both contain bins clearly labeled for glass, cardboard, plastic, and aluminum.  Peterson is privileged in that it has a specific room designated for recycling.  This makes it easier for the residents to organize and participate in recycling.  It is obvious in both dorms that there is good participation and no great amount of trash in any of the bins.  

A few dorms are having trouble implementing recycling.  Both North and Winbigler have little or no labeling in their dorms.  Due to the lack of labeling, residents do not know where to place certain materials.  These two halls also contain more trashcans and not enough recycling bins, with the only option being aluminum and plastic.  Winbigler had only two recycling bins that were not close to being full and also contained some garbage.  These two dorms especially need some help on the organization side.

Fulton and Founders Village on the other hand have been working well.  Both of these dorms offer plastic and aluminum recycling bins.  In each of these dorms, the bins are clearly labeled and contain no garbage.  It seems both dorms are participating well and working together to make sure the bins are taken down from each floor.  These dorms have also started collecting glass even though there is not a specific bin to place it in.  

Liedman has a more unique setup than the other dorms on campus.  They offer plastic, glass, and aluminum bins in each floor’s bathroom.  They are also in the process of collecting pop tabs to recycle.  All bins are clearly labeled and it is evident that there is good participation.  The dorm is organized so that it is one person’s job per floor to collect and sort the bins, take them down to the basement, and dump them into the large totes.  This appears to be a good technique and should be implemented in more dorms on campus. 

When observing all the dorms on campus it is very noticeable that some methods work and others do not.  It is evident that there needs to be more bins in each dorm.  If every dorm on campus had bins on each floor, which is the goal of the program, the recycling process would be more effective.  On the underclassman side of campus we believe it to be a good idea to place recycling bins in the community bathrooms.  It is an accommadable location and each resident frequents the bathrooms daily.  Recycling ultimately relies upon motivation.  Most residents do not want to walk to the basement of the dorm to recycle.  We as a group are learning the importance of a good recycling program by observing dorms and applying the data gathered.  Not only have we observed the campus dorms ourselves, we have also referred to Mark Grover, who works for the Maple City Recycling center, to help us gain insight to recycling at Monmouth College.  

Over the course of this project, we have kept in contact with Mark Grover who works for Maple City Recycling Center in Monmouth Illinois.  Mark picks up recyclables from commercial entities and schools within the city, including Monmouth College.  We have had several meetings with Mr. Grover, which have been informative and helpful. In addition to meetings, he has kept email contact and passed along valuable information.

Mr. Grover collects recyclable materials from Monmouth College every Thursday.  Mark collects the material by hand, which is stored in the back of his vehicle.  The material is then transported to the Maple City Recycling Center.  One Thursday, some group members tagged along with Mr. Grover to experience first hand what recycling is like in the dorms at Monmouth College.  The first of two dorms that were inspected was Liedman, which is occupied mainly by female freshman and sophomores.  The basement of the facility housed three large green toters.  These three toters contained all of the recyclable materials to be taken to the Maple City Recycling Center.  At first glance, the three large recycling bins seemed to be full.  Upon further inspection, it was evident that the majority of the material in the toters was indeed trash or other unrecyclable material.  Evidently, the residents of Liedman Hall are neglecting the recycling signs on the toters. Since Mr. Grover works alone, he has to sort out all of the unrecyclable material by hand and then walk to another part of the dorm where he can then throw away the unwanted material.  A task that would normally take five minutes ended up taking over half an hour due to neglectful placement of trash in the recycling toters and the general logistics of the building.  There certainly is room for improvement at Liedman.

The second dorm our group members visited was Cleland Hall.  Cleland’s recycling program is a departure from Liedman’s method.  Instead of having three large toters in the basement of the dorm, there are small cardboard boxes situated on every floor of the building.  The signs on the recycling boxes vary from floor to floor.  Two of the floors did not have signs for the recycling boxes.  The boxes were mostly filled with trash and other unrecyclable material.  Only one floor had a proper sign with no trash in the recycling bin.  There is very little recycling occurring at Cleland Hall. This dorm is certainly a work in progress.  Again, this dorm required over half an hour to transport all recyclable materials to Mr. Grover’s vehicle. Cleland Hall needs recycling toters in a central location that all the bins from each floor can be emptied into in order to cut down on the time it takes for Mr. Grover to pick up the recyclable materials. Walking up and down all of the many flights of stairs and constant sorting is time consuming. Cardboard is not being flattened and signs are being ignored.  The problems observed at these two dorms stem from poor organization and lack of knowledge. 

The group went on a tour of the Maple City Recycling Center with Mr. Grover.  We were told that the propensity of people dropping off recyclables was fairly low and could be improved through education.  This may very well be due to the location of the recycling center itself, as we drove past the building twice without noticing the sign.  The facility housed crushing machines for glass, aluminum, plastic, and cardboard, condensing the material as much as possible.  After the material is condensed, the square bricks are bailed by wires.  Cardboard takes around forty minutes to complete the bailing process, while aluminum and plastic takes close to twenty minutes.  Glass requires the longest amount of time, taking several days to bail.  After the material is condensed and bailed, it is weighed on a scale and then stored by a numbering system.   The vehicle employed for curbside pickup has various bins, which are used to separate materials on the spot, which helps to speed up the transportation process of the materials to the recycling center. Non-commercial citizens can also drop off the recyclables at the recycling center. When the materials reach the center, the process of bailing for the curbside is the same as the process for the drop off.  The weighed bails are shipped out according to the supply and demand of the material at hand. 

Through researching general statistics, senior citizens are more likely to recycle than younger people.  Many of these people came from the depression era, which may signify why they happen to recycle more.  Another interesting recycling statistic is that the well off are more likely to recycle than the poor.  Mr. Grover gave the group data regarding the net weight of material processed at the Maple City Recycling Center, dating back to 1990.  The two years, 1997 and 1999, saw the largest amount of materials being recycled.  The remainder of the data holds constant with a general slight increase.  In 1997 was the peak year with 4.5 million pounds of recyclable material collected.  From the years 1990 to 2006, a grand total of 40.8 million pounds of recyclable materials have been collected by the Maple City Recycling Center.


The main point of Mr. Grover’s meetings revolve around saving space, time, and energy.  He believes that it is every citizen’s job to pitch in and help the recycling effort.  Mark has to sort everything that is picked up by hand, which is a laborious and time consuming job.  If there were ways to help Mr. Grover sort and pick up the recyclables in a more effiecent manner, they should be implemented within reason.  It takes Mark hours to climb the countless stairs and sort out the recyclables.  If logistics were improved, the efficiency of the recycling program at Monmouth College would certainly run smoother.  Mr. Grover mentioned that a second crew or a central location for all the campus recycling would dramatically decrease the time required to transfer all of the recyclables from the college to the Maple City Recycling center. 

Mr. Grover pointed out that the current corporate environment is not positive towards recycling.  With the growing population, many American corporations’ main goal is to make the largest profits possible with a minimal expenditure.  This principle generally conflicts with the recycling effort, which may slightly lower profits for corporations.  The corporate unwillingness to promote and enhance recycling, along with current American industrial strategies, has inspired other countries to take the initiative.  The United Kingdom and Canada are prime examples of countries that are recycling more and wasting less than the United States. Narrowing in on the Monmouth campus, some students, such as the members of the Students for Environmental Awareness club, also try to promote recycling and take the initiative that most students fail to. 

*** The Students for Environmental Awareness (SEA) have always made strides to support recycling on campus. Members of SEA are not just science majors; they come from various majors throughout campus. SEA hosts environmental speakers, helps plan Earth Day, hosts the environmental movie of the month, holds fundraisers, and is in the process of promoting a clean water campaign. According to the current SEA president, Kelsey Cole, SEA was involved with getting the staff’s help to create recycling stations in Wallace Hall and Stockdale Center. They have also helped obtain recycling bins in the theme houses. Two years ago they made informational posters to make students aware of what materials can be recycled and posted them in the dorms. In order to help increase recycling opportunities on campus, SEA has painted  boxes for paper recycling and placed them around campus, targeting academic buildings such as McMichael, Wallace, and HT. In our discussions with Mark Grover, he thought these homemade boxes were an intriguing idea, but that it doesn’t help if someone does not empty them when they are full. When I spoke with the president of SEA, she said that they assign members to empty them when they are full. Currently, SEA is trying to ask student senate for money to help receive paper recycling bins. Every Sunday SEA members participate in “dumpster dives” in which they rummage through garbage cans and dumpsters for recyclables. SEA also expressed interest in getting campus to participate in a national recycling competition, such as Recyclemania, or even on campus between the dorms. Members of SEA express their support of Student Affairs expanding recycling on campus, which is something they have been trying to push for over the past few years. 

One of the reasons why it is important to recycle is to decrease trash placed in landfills so that we can ultimately decrease landfill gas release. As solid waste decomposes in a landfill, greenhouse gases like methane and carbon dioxide are released into the atmosphere. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, landfill gases are made up of 50% methane (CH4), 50% carbon dioxide (CO2) and a small portion of non-methane organic compounds. These gases contribute to local smog and global climate change.

When creating a landfill, the important aspects include a bottom liner, a cover, a leachate collection system, and most importantly the location. A location needs to be chosen so that the possibility of wastes leaking into groundwater is minimized. Bottom liners can be made of clay, plastic, or some composite material. Clay is not the best liner material since organic chemicals will diffuse through it over a few years, and also some chemicals can degrade clay. A better liner is plastic, most modern landfills are made of plastic called high density polyethylene (HDPE), but plastic liners can still be softened and degraded by some household chemicals. Composite liners are made out of a plastic and clay liner, but these are also known to leak. All materials used for liners are known to be permeable to liquids or gases. A leachate collection system is a series of pipes on the bottom of a landfill that collects contaminated water that falls to the bottom of the landfill. Leachate collection systems can be clogged up in less than a decade from silt, microorganisms growth, chemicals in pipes reaction to produce precipitate, or the can be weakened by chemicals like acids, solvents, and oxidizing agents. Covers serve to prevent water from getting into the landfill. Covers usually have a clay liner overlaid by a sand or gravel soil layer that is then covered by topsoil that prevents vegetation from rooting. Covers can be damaged by erosion from the weather, sunlight that can dry out liners, or destroy them by ultraviolet radiation, and roots from vegetation or burrowing mammals that can crack the liners (Environmental Research Foundation 2007). The EPA requires landfills to have all these components, and in addition they require long-term care of closed landfills and monitoring of groundwater and gas emissions. 

Recent technology is being applied to landfills to collect harmful gas emissions, such as methane, which is converted into energy. The U.S. EPA’s Landfill Methane Outreach Program (LMOP) is implementing this idea. In the U.S., landfills are the largest human-related source of methane production. They account for 34% of all methane emissions. Landfill gas can be obtained from landfills through a system of wells and vacuums that directs collected gas to a central point to be processed and treated for as energy, electricity generation, or alternative fuel. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, there were 445 operational landfill gas energy projects as of December 2007.
In order to express the importance of the landfill aspect of recycling, we invited Anne Lobdell speak at Monmouth College. Anne Lobdell is the Tri-County (McDonough, Mercer, and Warren) solid waste educator. She gave a PowerPoint presentation on landfills, focusing on the McDonough Envirofil in Macomb, where Monmouth College’s trash goes. Dean Masood encouraged one HR or RA from each dorm to attend this event. We included the information regarding the time and location of the presentation on the table tents that were put in the cafeteria. This information was also listed on the flyers, bathroom readers which were hung in the bathroom stalls, and posted on the message boards. With the help of Professor Cramer, we sent a mass e-mail to the students entailing Anne’s presentation. Anne Lobdell gave her presentation on November 10 at 7 p.m. in the Huff Athletic Center. 
Anne’s first portion of the presentation focused on recycling electronic waste and paint. Electronic waste is the second greatest source of lead after batteries in the municipal solid waste stream. It only takes 1/70th of a teaspoon of mercury to contaminate 20 acres of lake and make the fish inedible. Electronic waste emits PBC’s and chemicals such as lead, mercury, and lithium; 70% of heavy metals found in landfills results from electronic waste. Electronic waste is collected and sorted at the Macomb facility and then sent to Peoria, which deals with the hazardous waste and recycles what can be recycled. Things including TV’s and monitors are dissembled and the parts are recycled. Most electronic components can be recycled. As far as paints, they accept oil-based and latex paints and paint thinners. There are painting blending machines that blend the recycled paint at the Macomb facility. The recycled paint can then be sold to businesses or schools. There are drop-off locations and pick-up services available for electronic waste and used paint in the Tri-county area. Other than Macomb, electronic collection sites can be found in Sherrard, Aledo, Galva, Galesburg, Monmouth, Canton, Good Hope, Carthage, Colchester, and Rushville. 

Since the 1970’s, the Macomb Evirofil Landfill has been operating as a non-hazardous municipal solid waste landfill. It is located at 13998 E 1400th Street, Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois. The Macomb Envirofil is owned and operated by the Waste Management of Illinois Inc. It has a 57 acre Horizontal expansion and also a 19 acre Overlay expansion with 9,500,000 cubic yards. The waste accepted for the landfill includes residential, commercial, and construction municipal solid waste, non-hazardous industrial process, pollution control wastes, asbestos containing wastes, and non-hazardous liquids for solidification. They do not accept unauthorized wastes such as motor oil, lead acid batteries, and used tires. They accepted 230 tons of waste per day in 2006. 

In the second half of her presentation, Anne Lobdell focused on a Subtitle D landfill that was constructed in the summer of 1998. This landfill was 5.5 acres, and only took one year to fill. It took six million dollars to build a landfill of this size, and one and a half million a year to maintain it. As previously described, she informed us of the materials required to create a landfill. To reduce costs, the employees try to find clay on site. There must be 3 feet of clay, on top of that is placed a geomembrane, which is black plastic made from recycled plastics. Covering that is a felt liner made from recycled #1 plastic. Three major types of monitoring wells are placed around a landfill for gas, ground water, and leachate. 4,000 gallon leachate tankers are hauled off to the municipal waste water treatment plant in Peoria. Every two months chemists have to test the leachate and ground water samples.

In conclusion, though looking at other campus recycling programs and evaluating our current program here on campus, it is apparent that there is certainly room for improvement at Monmouth College. From researching other campuses we feel it is reasonable for Monmouth to adopt some of the methods that other campuses implement that are simple yet realistic. For example, we could implement a color-coded labeling system for recycling and trash and participate in competitions, like Recyclemania, to get students motivated. 


Furthermore, some improvements can be made on campus to help the recycling program function smoother. The labeling needs to be standardized across all the dorms. Universal labeling would help lessen our sorting and garbage issues, as well as centralized bins that in turn would help the pick up process run more efficiently and improve logistics for the Maple City Recycling Center and Monmouth College. For a successful program, there needs to be multiple bins on each floor with a main recycling room or central area in each dorm. For the underclassman dorms, there should be bins in all the bathrooms, and at least one set of bins on each floor of all upperclassman dorms. Students need to be encouraged to participate in recycling and help empty bins into the main recycling toters or room of the dorm. In order to accomplish this, head residents and resident assistants should educate their residents at the beginning of every semester to and encourage the residents of the dorms to recycle. A key concept for the new programs may include recycling education as part of the head resident and resident assistant’s training in the beginning of the school year. Another way to promote recycling awareness to students is to bring a speaker to discuss the importance of recycling during a freshman convocation. Such a speaker could be from another campus or someone here on campus, to explain to the students the importance of recycling.  The benefits to the environment may be addressed as well as how recycling works and where one can recycle here on campus. Professor Mark Willhardt, organizer of all convocations, has expressed an interest in the idea to expand recycling initiatives through a convocation.  

In addition to making our recycling program run smoother, Monmouth College needs to increase recycling opportunities across campus. At a minimum, each dorm has aluminum and plastic recycling, but it would be beneficial to extend paper recycling, for example, to the dorms. Another fine idea would be to consider making a place to drop-off electronic waste so it can be recycled. Currently, there are cardboard boxes for recycling found in the hallways and some classrooms of academic complexes such as Haldeman-Thiessen Science Center, yet most of them lack proper labeling. Bins for paper, plastic, and aluminum recycling should be placed in locations by classroom doors where students frequently pass on their way out of class. Besides recycling bins on each of the floors of the academic complexes, some faculty members have expressed interest in being provided with their own recycling bin. The problem with having all these bins is that someone must routinely take them to the main recycling room. Work study students could be employed in this position, or perhaps given credit (one hour) for collecting the recycling bins in the academic buildings. The need for increased recycling opportunities extends beyond the classrooms and the dorms to places such as the Huff Athletic Center and Peacock Memorial Athletic Park. Athletic events on campus bring many visitors which creates trash and many bottles and cans that could be recycled. However, such items are not being recycled due to the lack of opportunity for people to recycle. 

Throughout working on this project we discovered a need for recycling education extends beyond Monmouth College to the community. In working closely with the Maple City Recycling Center, we found that the community needs an increasing awareness of the recycling opportunities available to them. Perhaps, this is something future students of this citizenship class can strive for.
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