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Froberg Steps Down after 19 Years as Executive Secretary

Brent M. Froberg, after nineteen years of
service as Executive Secretary of Eta Sigma
Phi, announced his retirement from the
post at the national convention last spring
in Minneapolis.

Dr. Froberg, inducted into Theta Chapter
as an undergraduate at Indiana University,
was adviser of Beta Alpha Chapter at the
University of South Dakota at the time of
his election to the position of Executive Sec-
retary. He had already served on the
society's Scholarship Committee and
Contest Committee, holding the position of
chairman of the latter.

During his tenure, Dr. Froberg saw the
addition of forty-five chapters and over
10,800 members. He reflects on his nine-
teen years in a statement printed elsewhere
in this Nuntins.

Honorary Trustee Bernice Fox of Mon-
mouth College recalls that after the death of
H. R. Butts, who had served as Executive
Secretary for thirteen years (1955-68), a
number of people served brief terms before
Dr. Froberg “became the first person to put
any stability in that pivotal pesition since
the death of Professor Butts.”

Dr. Froberg's immediate predecessor as
Executive Secretary (1974-78) is Professor
Raymond Den Adel of Rockford College.
Dr. Den Adel writes, “Brent Froberg has
guided the fortunes of Eta Sigma Phi for
almost two decades. He has the gift of
bearing much of the history of the society in
his mind, available for use when needed.
We wish him well in his retirement. For
him that will be very nice!” (Professor Den
Adel explains that “very nice” became the
ultimate compliment for the two of them
after a waiter kept bringing wines to partici-
pants in a Vergilian Society tour in Sicily,
assuring the group that each of the wines
was “very nice.”)
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Dr. Froberg receives
the framed citation
from Megas Hypar
chos Ellen Sassenberg.

Reflections on 35 Years in Eta Sigma Phi

Brent M. Froberg

In spring, 1962, the Theta Chapter of
Indiana University, the same chapter that
had inducted my mother about twenty-five
years eatlier, inducted me as an active
member. How many join honorary societies
during their undergraduate days and then
remain actively engaged in them for thirty-
five years? From my start in 1962, I could
not have foreseen that first as chapter presi-
dent, next as faculty adviser, then as a
member of the Scholarship Committee, next
as chairman of the Contest Committee, and
finally as Executive Secretary, | would come
to know well every aspect of our society
and its history.

Eta Sigma Phi provided me, as an under-
graduate, with an encouraging social outlet,
an opportunity to fraternize with other stu-
dents, upperclassmen whom [ admired. In
1962, Indiana University played host to the
national convention that featured the late
Peter Arnott and his marionette theater, the
first of many times that he would perform

for our conventions; members of Theta
Chapter had a chance to get to know stu-
dents from many colleges and universities
who visited the Bloomington campus that
spring to attend the convention, which
marked for me the beginning of friendships
with students and faculty members from
other parts of the country.

After [ had completed B.A. and M.A.
degrees in Classies at Indiana University,
circumstances led me to The Ohio State
University’s Ph.D. program in Classics. In
Columbus, I continued to remain active by
affiliating with OSU’s Alpha Tau Chapter,
and when [ left to take my first teaching
position at the University of Tennessee in
1968, my chairman, Professor Harry Rut-
ledge, assigned me the task of reactivating
and then advising UT's Beta Delta Chapter.
Professor Rutledge, one of the earliest
winners of an Eta Sigma Phi summer schol-
arship, knew the importance of having an
active chapter of Eta Sigma Phi on campus.
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