Justification for POLS 420 – Independent Study
as the Capstone Experience for the

Topic Major in Latin American Studies

Criteria:

1. The course draws together and synthesizes a range of theory and knowledge from across the coursework in the major.

2. The course involves senior-level, advanced work.

3. The course allows the student to demonstrate or apply knowledge of significance and centrality to the major’s topic.

4. The course instructor has agreed that this course represents an appropriate capstone experience for this major and meets all the requirements above.

Justification:
The capstone experience for my major will be a four credit Independent Study in Political Science.  This course will focus on “The Influences of Colonialism on Present Day Governments in Mexico and Central America.”  I have chosen an independent study as my capstone experience because no senior-level course in any of the four disciplines (Spanish, History, Political Science, or Anthropology) that comprise my major full integrates knowledge from all four areas.  In this independent study I will begin with a series of directed readings approved by Professor Smith (History) and Professor Jones (Political Science) on colonialism and its after effects.  Some of the readings related to Mexico and Central America will be in Spanish.  The project will conclude with a major thesis paper (30 – 40 pages) discussing the problem of land reform in Mexico and its relation to recent governments and the colonial legacy.

This project will allow me to make use of my work in History on Mexico and Colonialism and apply that knowledge to a specific problem in comparative politics, one that has continuing ramifications throughout Latin America.  My background in anthropology and, especially, knowledge of Latin American culture and my reading ability in Spanish will allow me to make this a richer and more useful project than would study in a specific discipline.  I expect that my experience on the ACM Costa Rico program, where colonial outcomes have been quite different than in Mexico, will prove valuable in this project as well. 

I have discussed this project with Professors Smith and Jones at length and they have agreed to supervise the independent study jointly.  Both of them tell me they think the project is practical for me to complete during my senior year given my background and that it represents a good culminating experience for this topical major.

Justification for a Topical Major

Criteria:
1. The justification for the topical major must indicate the purpose of the major for the student including why the purpose cannot be met through a regular major(s).

2. The justification for the topical major must show how the selected courses accomplish the purpose and represent a unified area of study.

3. The justification for the topical major must document how the major represents an appropriate set of courses for academic and career purposes.  If the topical major approximates a program or major offered at other institutions, the justification should explain how the proposed topical major compares to similar programs at other institutions.

