ASMC Meeting 11/6/07


The regular bi-weekly meeting of the ASMC was held on Tuesday, November 6, 2007, at 6:30 p.m. (it was called to order at 6:32 p.m.).  There were 35 members present according to roll call.  A point of information was raised regarding quorum by the Senator of Conservative Coalition.  Quorum is set at 31 Senators.  


The minutes from the prior meeting held on October 23, 2007 were opened for discussion by the President and, seeing no discussion, were motioned for approval by the Senator from Crimson Masque.  The 2nd was given by the Senator from ZBT.  The Senator from Conservative Coalition wanted to debate the motion, stating that the minutes cannot be discussed until they have been brought to the floor.  The Senator from Conservative Coalition also stated that the minutes were lacking any discussion of what occurs at meetings; it only covers what was said.  Also, in the minutes from Oct. 23, Jerry Justice (the Senator from Founders Village) was approved as the chair of the Illinois Board of Higher Education Student Advisory Committee, but it did not say how (i.e. by voice vote or division). The minutes were not approved so that these changes mentioned could be made.


The President reported that he talked with President Ditzler the week before.  New Hall has been named Peterson, named after Gracie Peterson, after a donation had been made.  The college is now looking for gifts for each floor of the building so that each floor is named for people donating roughly $5,000,000 to the college.


The Vice President reported on behalf of the Student Elections Commission, stating that Senior class President and Secretary Elections are coming up.  This election will only be for Seniors who have to get 15 signatures.  Originally the petition was going to be due on November 12th, but the Senator from Conservative Coalition made a point of order stating that these petitions cannot be due until the date is set and the rules are adopted by the ASMC.  The Vice President is taking this back to the Student Elections Commission and will make another report to the ASMC with this election information at another time.


There were no reports from either the Parliamentarian or the Clerk.


The Student Body Student Affairs Officer reported on the topic of an alcohol-free dorm, as requested by the President.  Eventually, the Student Body Student Affairs Officer will be administering a survey on this topic to get input from the student body.  A point of order was made by the Senator from Conservative Coalition stating that a survey of this nature could not take place yet, as it is a referendum.  Referendums cannot take place until the election rules are adopted.  The Student Body Student Affairs has not set a date; he reported it as an informational point.


The Treasurer was absent at this meeting due to reasons of health, but his report was given by the President.  The application for the funding cycle due date had changed to November 7th by midnight.  The budget hearings are to take place on November 12th.  Over 50% of the allocations from the last funding cycle have been spent to date.  It looks like the ASMC will be through half of our budget by the end of the term.  The third funding cycle application will be due on February 1, 2008 by 8:00 p.m.  The last funding cycle will be towards the very end of the year.  At this point, a point of information was raised regarding when the actual funding report would be by the Senator from Conservative Coalition, because constitutionally it is supposed to happen at the beginning of every month.  It will be pushed back due to the absence of the Treasurer.


At 6:43 p.m., we had committee breakouts.  We reconvened at 6:51 p.m.


The Student Affairs Committee report was delivered by the Student Body Student Affairs Officer.  It had been brought up that the stairs on both sides of Wallace Hall were in bad shape and needed to be looked at, so the Student Body Student Affairs Officer will be talking to Earl about this issue.


The Food Services Committee report was delivered by the committee chair, the Senator from North Hall.  The cafeteria is transitioning to a winter menu, meaning no more smoothies and a focus on warmer foods.  There will also be a holiday dinner between Thanksgiving and Christmas.


The Finance Committee Report was given on behalf of the Treasurer by the President.  He reiterated that the application deadline had been moved until tomorrow (Nov. 7th) at midnight.  A motion was made by the Senator from Listen UP! for the rules of the Finance Committee to be created by a committee headed by Stephanie Arrowsmith.  Discussion opened on this motion (see below):

Crimson Masque: Doesn’t Luis already have a committee that helps with budget 
requests? Is this just a rules committee?

Listen UP: I would like this new committee to set rules.  As of right now, I need 
more signatures and hand in more papers than before and its confusing.


Scotspeak: There were a few new rules instated for this funding cycle.


At this point, a point of order was made by the Senator from Conservative Coalition because a committee cannot create rules for itself without the approval of the ASMC according to the Constitution.  The discussion continued on.  Another point of order was made by the Senator from Conservative Coalition who stated that there was a motion and a second regarding the committee, so it had to be voted on.  A point of order was then made by the Senator from ZBT, stating that the presiding officer had never recognized a second for the motion that had been made by Listen UP!.  The 2nd was made at this point by the Senator from Conservative Coalition, who also went on to state that the Finance Committee as a whole is under the ASMC, so the ASMC has the power to dictate what the Finance Committee does and that this would be an excellent time to say how we want our money to be allotted.  The Senator from Fulton Hall asked for an elaboration.


At this point, a motion was made to vote on the previous question by the Senator from ZBT; a 2nd was given by the Senator from Kappa Delta Pi.  There was a vote by division, with 17 Senators who approved, 7 Senators who were opposed, and 10 abstaining (thus the motion did not carry as 2/3 of the ASMC was needed).


The discussion continued (see below):

AXD: I understand that the finance committee gets together to create rules. I 
would 
like to know: I don’t remember ever having to address things to the entire Senate.  
Why now all of a sudden?

President: The process has changed and has gotten confusing, so clarification is

 needed.

Psi Chi: So, you want another committee to set the rules?

Listen UP!: Yes, separate from Finance Committee.

Parliamentarian: Would it fall under Finance Committee or as an ad hoc committee?

Listen UP!: Ad hoc.

Fulton Hall: Why can’t the Finance Committee members just do it themselves?

Listen UP!: I think it’s important to have a second committee to keep tabs on 
our 
money.  It would make things run smoother.

Conservative Coalition: The easiest way to look at it is as an oversight committee.  It 
could determine rules for the Finance Committee and overlook the conduct of it.  
It can also try to make rules for other committees.  Most standing bodies have a 
committee that makes rules.  It wouldn’t be creating confusion.

ZBT: The motion is to create a committee.  I see a problem. I believe it’s the 
responsibility of Senators who have issues with the Finance Committee to 
actually go to the Finance Committee.  It is hard to accept a committee for an 
indefinite amount of time without a mission statement.  I think there’s a lot more 
that needs to be done before we accept this.  I don’t feel comfortable with it.  

Fulton Hall: To create an overlooking committee, it hinders the way we run as 
a democracy; everyone would be too busy looking at rules.

Psi Chi: My confusion is that this committee would seem to be serving the 
purpose 
that the body as a whole is already supposed to do.  An oversight committee 
would be creating more bureaucracy.  


After the Senator from Psi Chi made his comment, the Parliamentarian stopped discussion stating that the 10 minutes allotted for discussion was up.  A point of order was then brought up by the Senator from Conservative Coalition stating that according to Robert’s Rules of Order, each Senator has 10 minutes to speak on a topic.  The Parliamentarian then stated that the entire discussion has 10 minutes according to the bylaws.  The Senator from Conservative Coalition then stated that in Article VIII of the Constitution, it states that the bylaws must be approved and have not been, so the bylaws have not been adopted.  The Parliamentarian then mentioned that it does not state that they have to be approved each year, to which the Senator from Conservative Coalition asked the Clerk to find the minutes from the meeting at which the Constitution was adopted to see if the bylaws had also been adopted.  The Parliamentarian went on to explain that the 10 minute rule was not in the bylaws but was a precedent set from two years ago, when the Constitution was approved.

A motion was made for adjournment by the Senator from ZBT; a 2nd was given by the Senator from AXD.  There was a vote by division in which 24 Senators approved, 5 Senators were opposed, and 1 Senator abstained.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ellen Duffin, Clerk

