The Debate over Fetal Cell Transplantation*

Topic: 

Fetal-Cell Transplantation

General Purpose:
To inform

Specific Purpose:
To inform my audience about the positions taken by supporters and opponents of fetal cell transplantation.

Central Idea:  
The debate over fetal cell transplantation is growing, and the question of whether it is right or wrong remains.

I. Introduction

A. Attention-getter: In 1988, fetal brain cells were implanted deep into the brain of a fifty-two-year-old Parkinson’s victim who had not been helped by traditional treatments.

1. Parkinson’s is a progressive neurological disorder in which muscular control is reduced, affects 500,000 Americans a year.

2. The Parkinson’s victim whose brain was injected with fetal cells reports that his voice is much stronger, his mind is sharper, and he can walk without a cane or crutches.

B. Is fetal cell transplantation a miracle or a menace?

1.  
Thesis: The debate over whether fetal tissue and cells should be transplanted into persons with crippling illnesses is growing, and the question of whether it is right or wrong remains.

2. Reason to listen (motivation): Chances are, we will all have an opinion about this medical process and some of our lives may be touched by crippling illness whether of a loved one or ourselves.

3. Specific purpose: At the end of my speech, you will be able to formulate a more informed opinion about fetal cell transplantation.

C. Credibility: I became aware of this topic through an article in Time Magazine about a couple who conceived a child in order to obtain fetal cells for their older daughter who had leukemia.  Since I read that article, I have conducted more research on the topic.

D. Preview of main points: I would like now to explain both sides of this controversy and how the general public views it.
Transition:  To begin, I would like to present arguments for this medical process.

II. Body

A. Many people support fetal tissue transplantation.

1. These supporters want research to continue.

a. Fetal tissue is a promising tool because it is much less likely to be rejected by the recipient’s immune system.

b. While adult donors are in short supply, fetal tissue can be obtained from over one million U.S. abortions each year.

c. Dr. Kevin Lafferty, a doctor at the University of Colorado stated, “The termination of pregnancy is legal in this country.  The result is that there is fetal tissue available, which can either be discarded or used” (Kolata, 1990, p. 175).

d. To Dr. Lafferty, there is no question that it should be used.

2. Supporters believe that the fetus is essentially a cadaver.

a. The feel this cadaver should be used to develop more effective methods of treating debilitating diseases.

1) This justification says that adult cadavers are used in research.

2) Why shouldn’t fetal cadavers be used in the same way?

b. John Robertson, a law professor at the University of Texas says that a dead fetus is essentially an organ donor whose cells should be used to treat horrible diseases (Simons, 1990).

3. Many supporters say it is all right to conceive (and abort if necessary) a fetus to give another family member a better chance of life.

a. Dr. Norman Frost, a pediatrician and ethicist at the University of Wisconsin says, if you believe a woman is entitled to terminate a pregnancy for any reason, why is it worse to terminate for this reason (Morrow, 1991)?

b. Parents want babies for many reasons—reasons frivolous, practical, emotional or sentimental.

1) Historically, families needed children to work the fields.

2) In much of the world, children are social security for old age.

c. Says Dr. Rudolf Brutow, “Does it make sense to conceive a child so that little Johnny can have a sister, while it is not acceptable to conceive the same child to that Johnny can live” (Morrow, 1991)?

B. Just as voices argue for fetal cell transplantation, an equally vocal group argues against it.

1. Some critics believe that if fetal transplants are perfected, this will lead to an industry of abortion for profit; they want the research stopped.

a. John Willke, M.D., president of the National Right to Live Committee says, “Certain types of research are unethical, not matter how useful the results” (Kolata, 1991, p. 175).

b. He and others also say that this kind of research lends respectability to the practice of abortion.

2. The critics of fetal tissue research and transplantation believe that the fetus is essentially a victim.

a. Their answer to the question, “Should we do harm so that good may come?” is a resounding “No.”

b. Arthur Caplan, Director of the Center for Biomedical Ethics at the University of Minnesota says, “Society will not tolerate killing one life for another” (Simons, 1990, p. 27).

3. Some critics argue that continuing research would result in a higher abortion rate.

a. If a doctor told a woman that having an abortion would aid research, then this might give her another reason to have an abortion.

b. Janice Raymond, a professor of Women’s Studies and Medical Ethics at the University of Massachusetts believes that the demand for fetal tissues will become so great that the supply from elective abortions will not fill the need.

1) She fears women will be persuaded more and more by ill family members and by promises of payment to get pregnant in order to have abortions resulting in tissue for donation (Kolata, 1990).

2) Simply put, according to critics, the ends do not justify the means.

III. Conclusion

A. Review of main points: I hope that my speech has shed some light on a rather controversial issue through the presentation of arguments for and against fetal tissue transplantation. 

1. Proponents argue that because abortion is legal in this country, fetal tissue is readily available for research and can be used to help critically ill people.

2. Opponents argue that fetal cell research will lead to increased abortions.

3. Both sides claim they want to save lives.

B. Restatement of thesis: The issue of fetal tissue transplants poses some sharp ethical questions and the debate over whether it is wrong or right remains.

C. Closure (and restatement of specific purpose): The issues require time and experience to explore. Fetal cell research—Miracle or menace?  What do you think?
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