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Andrew O’Brien (Beta Psi) During registration, everyone was treated and convention host from Delta Chi,

to ice cream sundaes, a tradition at St. formally opened the convention with some
The 77th Annual National Convention Olaf College events. welcoming remarks to all the attendees.
of Eta Sigma Phi was held in Northfield, After the ice cream social, Stephanie She then gave a brief introduction and

Minnesota on March
15-17, 2005. The host
chapter of this year’s
convention was Delta
Chi of St. Olaf College.
Twenty five chapters
came from around the
country through all
means of transportation,
but eventually everyone
wound up at Buntrock
Commons on the St.
Olaf campus in time

for registration. Every
registrant received a
smart t-shirt and guides
to the convention, St.

orientation to the con-
vention. She also paid
thanks to everyone who
helped in planning and
organizing the national
convention. Stephanie’s
welcoming speech

was followed by a few
remarks by Christopher
Thomford, president of

Continued on page 3

Students enjoy the opening night ice cream social.
Below, conventioneers attending the business meeting.

Megale Prytanis Stephanie Walker welcomes
members to Northfield.
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Froberg Scholarship Winner

The Summer Scholarship Committee
announced that the recipient of the 2005
Brent Froberg Scholarship to the Ameri-
can School in Athens is Joseph O’'Neil
who joined Eta Sigma Phi as a member of
the Gamma Omicron Chapter at Mon-
mouth College. After graduation from
Monmouth, Joe earned an M.A. in ancient
history at the University of Illinois in
Chicago and this year has taught Latin at
St. Ignatius College Prep in Chicago. Next
fall he will begin a doctoral program at the
University of Toronto.

There were no recipients of the summer
scholarships to the American Academy
in Rome or to the Vergilian Society in
southern Italy. The Summer Scholarship

Committee encourages all eligible mem-
bers of Eta Sigma Phi to apply for the 2006
scholarships.

Fox Scholarship Winner

Dawn McRoberts, a Latin teacher at
Kenwood Academy in Chicago, Illinois,
has been selected by the Board of Trust-
ees to receive the second Bernice L. Fox
Teacher-Training Scholarship. The award
of $500 will be used to support Dawn'’s
attendance at the 2005 CANE Summer
Institute.

A member of the Gamma Omicron
Chapter at Monmouth College, Dawn
was the local chair of the 73rd annual
Eta Sigma Phi Convention at Monmouth
College in 2001 and was Megas Hyparchos
in 2001-2002. She started teaching at Ken-
wood Academy in September of 2004.

Eta Sigma Phi offers the annual schol-
arship to an Eta Sigma Phi member who
is teaching, or preparing to teach, in the
secondary schools. The award is to be used
for a summer activity contributing to the
recipient’s preparation for teaching, such
as attendance at the Summer Institute of
the American Classical League, the Ken-
tucky Language Institute, or the Illinois
Pedagogy Workshop; or attendance at
university courses leading to certification.

There is no application form, but those
wishing to apply should submit a proposal
that includes a description of the program,
a budget, any other financial support

expected, and their contributions to Eta
Sigma Phi when they were undergradu-
ates. They should also ask an appropriate
person (department chair, principal, super-
visor, etc.) to send a letter of support. They
should indicate the chapter into which
they were initiated, as well as the date of
the initiation, if possible.

Proposals should be sent by February 1,
2006, to Executive Secretary Sienkewicz
for consideration at next year’s Board
meeting.
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St. Olaf College, who welcomed everyone
to Northfield and gave some reflections

on his own experiences as a Classics
student. Following his remarks, the certa-
men competition began. After several
rounds of intense trivia that delighted and
challenged everyone participating, the
Loungers of Destiny, a coalition of students
from Gamma Omega, Epsilon Omicron,
and Eta Delta, came away victorious. With
the contest over, Friday’s activities came to
a close.

The next morning at 9 a.m., the Megale

Prytanis opened the First Business Meeting
of the convention in St. Olaf College’s
Holland Hall. Megas Grammateus Andrew
O'Brien (Beta Psi) presented the minutes
of last year’s 76th Annual Convention in
New Orleans. After directing everyone

to last year’s minutes, which had been
published in the Spring 2004 Nuntius, the
National Secretary then asked for each
chapter present to give their local chap-
ter report. After each chapter presented
their report, they provided a hard copy to
Executive Secretary Thomas J. Sienkewicz
(Gamma Omicron) for publication in the
Nuntius. Following the chapter reports,

Dr. Sienkewicz gave reports on contests
and scholarships. He announced that
Dawn McRoberts of the Gamma Omi-
cron Chapter at Monmouth College was

this year’s recipient of the Bernice L. Fox
Latin Teaching Training Scholarship. He
also announced the winners of this year’s
Eta Sigma Phi translation contests. Dr.
Joseph Garnjobst reported for the Summer
Scholarship Committee that there was
only one winner of the 2005 scholarships.
Joseph O'Neil of Gamma Omicron Chap-
ter at Monmouth College was awarded the
Brent Froberg Summer Scholarship to the
American School in Athens.

After those announcements, Megas
Chrysophylax Richard Harrod (Gamma
Omicron) gave his treasurer’s report. He
also took this opportunity to talk briefly
about Eta Sigma Phi’s participation at the
National Convention of the American
Philological Association and the Archaeo-
logical Institute of America, held in Bos-

Members of Delta Chi chapter at the
registration desk

Sr. Therese asking questions during
the certamen

ton earlier in the year. After the treasurer’s
report, Megale Hyparchos Katie Jones (Eta
Gamma) gave her report, in which she
talked about her efforts to reactivate de-
activated chapters and about the unprec-
edented six new chapter applications.
When the vice president had finished
giving her report, it was decided that
there was no old business to attend to.
However, for new business, a motion was
made that Eta Sigma Phi declare 2005
the Year of Languages as set forth by the
American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages. Following a reading of
proclamation the assembly approved the
motion by voice vote and Prytanis Walker
signed the proclamation. Following the
settling of new business, the floor was
opened to the three schools making bids
to host the 78th Annual Convention. Bids
were made by three chapters: Gamma
Omega at Baylor University, Epsilon
Nu at Creighton University and Eta Eta
at Virginia Tech. Representatives from
each of these chapters gave preliminary
presentations to the assemblage. The


http://C1i.1l1l1.11
file:///e.11

77th Annual National Convention (contmwes

mners

ificates to w

ing cert
ight Translation contest

1. Therese awardi

S
of the S

pher

1St0;

Chr

Stephanie Walker,

ight:
Anne Groton and James May

fromlefttor

)

af VIDs

!
Thomford

O

St.

¢]

istening

with soprano Hannah Dixon |

”

Catherine Larsen talking about her composition “The Dido Series



Right, members of the
Gamma Omicron delegation
enjoying the banquet

Below, participants in the
Best Dressed Vir/Femina
Contest

Megas Grammateus then accepted
nominations for 2005-2006 National
Officers. At this point, the assembly broke
off into committee meetings.

Following the committee meetings,
the society reconvened in Holland Hall
to hear the presentation of papers. There
were three papers presented this year. The
student presenters were John J. Fraser
(Beta Sigma) with “A Glimpse of a Soul
Beautiful,” Julie Arnold (Delta Upsilon)
with “Character Driven Choice: A look
into epithets and fate in Homer’s Iliad,”
and finally Erin E. Peretti’s (Beta Pi)
“Boudica: Life and Legacy of the Warrior
Queen.” Following these excellent papers,

the First Business Meeting ended, and
everyone had lunch.

The afternoon activities began with
a performance of Catherine Larsen’s
(Eta Delta) “The Dido Series” in Fosnes
Recital Hall. Catherine composed three
pieces about Dido, using lines from Vergil’s
Aeneid as her libretto. Catherine played
the musical accompaniment, while Han-
nah Dixon (Eta Delta) sang. Following
this moving performance, the attendees
went on to the Olympic Games at the
Tostrud Fieldhouse. At this point, the
weather outside had turned quite nasty, so
everyone was happy for indoor activities.
The convention organizers had set up four

games. The first was a chariot race on the
indoor track, in which one rider sat on a
small skateboard and two “horses” (i.e.
fellow students) pulled the “chariot” with
ropes. Rushing down the field and around
the meta, the chariots contended with
each other vigorously, with some dramatic
crashes and turnovers. The next game was
the toga relay race. Each team consisted
of two students with one leg tied together,
who then ran to one end of the indoor
track, adomed themselves with a toga (in
this case, a bedsheet), and ran back to the
starting line. The third game was the fris-
cus throwing contest, in which competitors
strove to see who could throw a frisbee the
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farthest. The fourth game was the nau-
machia, a naval battle that took place in a
small kiddie pool. Captains steered their
ships (rubber duckies) with rulers, and
whoever survived the tumult was declared
the winner. The overall winners of these
four games were then presented with the
chance to personally participate in bougo-
nia, “slaughtering” the papier-méaché bull
with baseball bats. The bull was filled not
with bees but with golden candies, which
were shared by all.

Following the intensity of the games,
everyone settled in at the Viking theater to
hear Dean James May deliver his lecture
“The Athenian Trireme: The History,
Reconstruction, and Operation of an
Ancient Warship.” May had participated
in the reconstruction of an authentic, sea-
faring trireme, and he delighted everyone
with his knowledge of the trireme and his
experiences at sea on the reconstructed
warship. His lecture was accompanied by
interesting photographs and video footage
of the reconstructed trireme at sea.

After the lecture, the attendees gath-
ered in Fosnes Recital Hall for another
musical presentation, this by the St. Olaf
College Early Music Singers and Colle-
gium Musicum. Director Gerald Hoekstra
conducted the group, which performed a
number of Medieval and Baroque pieces in

Winners of the
Olympics

Outgoing prytanis Stephanie Walker inducts new officers. From left to right, prytanis Walker,
outgoing hyparchos Jones with new hyparchos Catherine Larsen, new chrysophylax Tom Evison
with outgoing chrysophylax Richard Harrod, and incoming grammateus Sharif Said.

Latin, including two settings of lines from
the Aeneid. At the close of the concert, the
afternoon activities ended, and everyone
prepared for the evening’s banquet.

In the Black and Gold Ballrooms, the
convention attendees were treated to a
delicious meal. During the dining, the
participants of the Greco-Roman Costume
Contest made stops at the tables, showing

off their carefully made costumes. After
the banquet, Executive Secretary Thomas
J. Sienkewicz made several announce-
ments and awarded prizes. Erin E. Peretti’s
(Beta Pi) paper “Boudica: Life and Legacy
of the Warrior Queen” was honored, and
Eta Delta (Hillsdale College) was awarded
this year’s Outreach Award for its service
to its local community. The delegation
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from Epsilon Nu (Creighton University)
was awarded the prize for best costumes,
and the Loungers of Destiny, the victorious
team from Friday night’s certamen, were
given their prizes. Various delegates also
entertained the convention with an a ca-
pella version of “The Eta Sigma Phi Song”
arranged specifically for this occasion by
Stacy Heinrich of Monmouth College.
After dinner, the attendees returned
once again to Fosnes Recital Hall for a
rendition of Plautus’ Curculio. The play
was a boisterous and funny affair, with
songs, puns, and physical comedy thrown
together. In a nice touch, the performers
spoke many of their lines in Latin as well
as in English, giving the assembled Clas-
sicists much delight. At the close of the
play, Saturday’s activities adjourned, and
everyone retired for the evening.

The next morning, the Megale Prytanis
opened the Second Business Meeting.
To start off the morning, those chapters
competing in the T-Shirt contest presented
their wares, and after much deliberation,
the convention awarded Gamma Omega
(Baylor University) the prize of Best T-

Prof. Groton
hawking
programs at

the play

Below, cast

of play

Shirt. The order of business next turned to
the Committee reports. The New Chapter
committee gave their assessment of the
applications, and, after some discussion,
all six applications were approved for

new chapters at the following schools:
Purdue University in Indiana, Austin Peay

University in Tennessee, the University
of Alabama, Franklin and Marshall in
Pennsylvania, Roger Williams University
in Rhode Island, and Union College in
New York.

The Finances Committee discussed
the society’s funds and distribution, and
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the Contest and Scholarship Committee
proposed the creation of an e-mail list to
better facilitate awareness of the scholar-
ships and contests sponsored by Eta Sigma
Phi. The Convention Site Committee
presented their report on the details of
hosting a convention, and the Resolutions
Committee performed a lively and amus-
ing song about St. Olaf College and the
convention’s activities. Finally, the Officers
Committee discussed the details of their
meeting, which went over the duties and

responsibilities for National Officers.
After the Committee Reports, Execu-
tive Secretary Sienkewicz gave his report,
and Sister Thérése gave the report from
the Board of Trustees, announcing the
changes to the Board’s membership. Retir-
ing from the board was Dr. Alden Smith
of Gamma Omega Chapter at Baylor
University. Replacing him on the board
was Dr. David Sick of Beta Psi Chapter
at Rhodes College who was elected for
a three-year term. The term of Trustee

Daniel Levine of Beta Pi Chapter at the
University of Arkansas was also renewed
for three years. The order of the conven-
tion next turned to elections. The bid of
Eta Eta chapter at Virginia Tech to host
the 78th Annual Convention was ap-
proved, and the national officers were then
elected. Karen Kelly from Gamma Omega
(Baylor University) was elected in absentia
as Megale Prytanis, Catherine Larson of
Eta Delta (Hillsdale College) was elected
Megale Hyparchos, Tom Evison from Ep-

Resolutions

Resolutions Committee, Eta Sigma Phi Convention, 2005
St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota

This Resolution is the work of the following
Classics Lovers:

Michael Cantrell Robert Morris
Tristan Overcaster Dawid Sick
Tanner Kinkead Leon Fitts
Sarah Allen Terry Papillon

Don Burrows Daniel Levine (chair)

Erin Peretti

O King Olaf! O Vikings! O Leif Erickson, Norwegian Immi-
grants, Lake Woebegone, Lutherans. .. and Others! Our Eta
Sigma Phi Committee on Resolutions salutes you all—Salvete
omnes! —and begins with other invocations as well.

@ YAavkdmic *ABAvn, todtov detde Gyov
témov ToAbTponov, Mg Exet, tept pelav,
doité te Tino HUog, Awdg 8’ ételeteto PovAn.
¢E’ oD 81 1& mpdtar SrasTATNY Ve peTdt TdY
o0tV Etaipav, piiio kai 6 8log St. Olaf

O bright-eyed Athena, sing of this holy

Place of many twists and turns, as it is,

Performing the sacred rites, a feast, and give us honor.
And thus the will of Zeus came to pass

Sing then from the time when first friendship stood among
These companions, and shining St. Olaf.

O shuttle service (vocative)! To you we owe “20 minas, after we
invented it, if we could find it.” Navigating past the ghost of Jesse
James, through wispy-cereal spiced air, we made our way to the
crenellated glory; the mighty fortress above the Norwegian Valley,
to the campus of Hagios Olafios’s hill-gracing limestone walls:
The College Built on a Bluff.

It was a balmy 40 degrees in Minnesota, and the St. Olaf
students were out frolicking in their summer attire. We surely en-
joyed the “warm” Minnesota welcome, but those of us from the
red states were a bit taken aback when asked to leave our guns at
the door, before entering the hesychiastic synousia of gargoyles.
We basked in the security of this metascandinavian haven, and
the peerless xenia of godlike young Oles.

Gratias maximas discipulis sancti Olaf Deltaque Chi for introduc-
ing us right away Friday night to the frozen North of Minnesota
with Ice Cream —was it “Land O’ Lakes”?—and for the bracing
CERTAMEN, where we saw a wondrous event, a victory by the
LOUNGERS OF DESTINY; oh yes, and an actual question

about Isocrates!

Saturday morning our sometimes loquacious chapter reporters
delivered month-by-month (and sometimes day-by-day) accounts
of their events. At times nail-bitingly exciting, inspiring, and
informative, these RES GESTAE left us all proud of our many
accomplishments... and surprised at how many of the same mov-
ies we all watch. We rejoice in these activities, which are always
fun, and often bring “classics to the masses.”

Three excellent student papers reminded us of the importance of
good scholarship, and how pleasant it is! John Fraser led us to ask
“O Socrates, where art thou?” Julie Arnold’s thoughts on fate in
the Iliad convinced us all, based on an impressive list of quotations.
Erin Peretti’s paper on Boudicca inspired us to ask, “is the soul of a
wild woman made, or born?” Perhaps John and Erin could work on
this question together, and report back to us next year.

Let us not forget the opportunity of serving on commit-

tees— who says that Eta Sigma Phi doesn’t prepare us for the
“real world”? We were a mixed bag: from different places; some
were young, and some. .. were young at heart. Many were intel-
ligent academians, and some of us were less than academic. Per-




silon lota (University of Florida) became
the new Megas Chrysophylax, and the new
Megas Grammateus was Sharif Said from
Beta Sigma (Marquette University). After
the elections, the new officers were sworn
in. Then, the outgoing Megale Prytanis of-
ficially closed this year’s convention, bring-
ing to an end the 77th annual convention
of Eta Sigma Phi.

The following chapters were repre-
sented at the 77th annual convention:
Alpha Lambda (University of Oklahoma),

Alpha Upsilon (College of Wooster), Beta
lota (Wake Forest College), Beta Kappa
(College of Notre Dame of Maryland),
Beta Pi (Arkansas University), Beta Sigma
(Marquette University), Beta Psi (Rhodes
College), Gamma Alpha (Indiana State
University), Gamma Gamma (University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee), Gamma [ota
(Wabash College), Gamma Omicron
(Monmouth College), Gamma Omega
(Baylor University), Delta Theta (Dick-
inson College), Delta Upsilon (Valparaiso

University), Delta Chi (St. Olaf College),
Epsilon lota (University of Florida), Epsi-
lon Nu (Creighton University), Episilon
Omicron (University of Massachusetts),
Zeta Beta (Temple University), Zeta lota
(University of Georgia), Eta Gamma
(Loyola Unjversity New Orleans), Eta
Delta (Hillsdale College), Eta Zeta (Ttu-
man State University), Eta Eta (Virginia
Tech), and Eta Omicron (Assumption
College). Observers from Purdue Univer-
sity also attended.

haps even less than intelligent. But nevertheless, we all worked
together and forged ahead.

All praises to the prandial gods—the divinities of box lunches
and cold beverages, especially juicy juice, who sustained us and
fortified us to brave the generous rain on our way to the Hall

of the Muses! We are grateful for the tremendous afternoon of
music, to the Early Music Singers and the Collegium Musicum of
St. Olaf College for such lovely Latin. But chiefly we are bound
to thank those two Divas of Dido for a performance of “the Dido
Series” that made the audience leap to its feet in a standing
ovation, and to beg for the CD. So our great thanks go to Kate
Larsen and Hannah Dixon of Hillsdale College.

And the “Olympic Games” can only be described as a friscus-
flinging, charioteering, three-legged, cow bashing, rubber-ducky
of a good time. The sounds of people falling off small carts in

a violent manner rang through the air, and the spontaneously-
generated bees tasted like sweet, sweet candy.

O short, strong man! We marvel at you, Jim May, at your
muscle, and your knowledge. You brought to life for us all what
it is like to be 5'5" and row a real-life trireme, while covered with
sweat (some of it your own).

Saturday’s costume contest served the noble function of gracing
each banquet table with maidens of surpassing beauty, dressed in
ancient garb. They were a feast for the eyes, as we feasted on our
food. We all hail the handsome couple from Creighton Univer-
sity, who won the laurels—and wore them, too!

And finally, the play. Anne Groton has done it again. Her
Curculio was a triumph! A tour de farce! We praise the St. Olaf
Physical Plant, which even realistically produced a hot humid
Mediterranean climate for the audience. The play itself, while
gently bowdlerized, nonetheless kept us rolling with its risive

humor. It neatly combined the stock characters of the ancient
stage with the stock character of the Classicist, and its punned
one-liners and musical numbers will keep us laughing until next
year’s convention.

And now, finally (really), we come to the farewell song. Yes, we
are in the land of music. We might say that in Minnesota “The
Hills are Alive with the Sound of Music,” except... there are no
hills. But in the spirit of all the music we have enjoyed this week-
end, including the beautiful and touching “song for Eta Sigma
Phi” by A. Conner, and arranged by Stacey Heinrich, we offer
the following, based on the St. Olaf Fight Song, and arranged by
David Sick.

Cantemus, collegae amicigque, Sancti Olafii gloriam.

We came to St. Olaf.

Qur Society is the real stuff—

the crown of the cream of the colleges great.

We translate fast and furious —

in no way injurious.

Oh, where is Carleton College? It’s still not too late.

Refrain:

- um (2nd decl. acc. sg.)
- -la (1st decl. abl. sg.)

- -la (Ist decl. abl. sg.)

Complete rendition:
Um Ia Ia, Um Ia, Ia, Um Ia Ia, Um Ia Ia, Um la la, Um [a [a, Um
Ia, Ia, Ia.

Typed by D. B. Levine. May 02, 2005
Fayetteville, AR




Boudica: Life and Legacy of the Warrior Queen

This paper by Erin Peretti of Beta Pi
Chapter of the University of Arkansas
was voted the best paper read at the 77th
Annual Convention.

Beneath the streets of London lies

a layer of charred earth called the
‘Boudica layer.” This combination of
burnt soil, wood and pottery is all that
remains of the original town of Lond-
inium, destroyed by the great rebellion
of Boudica in the first century, AD.
When King Prasutagus of the Iceni
passed away, he bequeathed half of his
estate to his queen, Boudica, and his
daughters, and the other half to the
Roman Empire in hopes of winning the
favor of the Romans. Unfortunately,

his plans were in vain; despite the

Iceni’s previous status as a client-
kingdom, his lands were invaded by

the Romans, his riches confiscated by
the governor of the province, his wife was
brutally beaten, and his daughters raped.
In retribution for these actions, as well as
years of perceived enslavement, the Iceni
and neighboring tribes united under the
leadership of Queen Boudica and led one
of the most devastating revolts in Roman
history.

Archaeological evidence for this revolt
abounds. Beneath the modern cities of
London, Colchester and St. Albans, this
‘Boudica layer’ records the events of the
revolt and preserves a little piece of life
during that age. Literary evidence, on
the other hand, is comparatively meager.
Only two ancient authors recorded the
event, Tacitus and Cassius Dio, and both
of these accounts were written years after
the events. While delving farther into the
narratives of Tacitus and Dio, one finds
layers of hidden meanings. The placement
of the Boudican story within the pieces
and the way in which Boudica herself is
characterized presents carefully planned
political commentary on the state of the
empire during the time of authorship for
both Tacitus and Dio. The negative char-
acterizations of Boudica which pervade
both historians’ works are commentaries
on the Roman political situation. Roman
readers would have been very familiar with
stories of similarly powerful women, such
as Nero’s mother, Agrippina, and made

Exin Peretti reading her paper

comparisons between the strength and the
actions of each. Likewise, the character-
ization of Boudica as a barbarian set her
apart from Roman civilization and society.
Within the texts, the depiction of Boudica
as female and barbarian are almost entirely
intertwined, existing together to define
her as ‘cultural other,” culminating in an
allegory for Roman fears of losing cultural
superiority.

To the traditional powerful Roman
male, Boudica embodied everything that
was opposed to Roman culture. She was
a barbarian and a Celt, wild and unre-
strained, powerful and female. Within the
Tacitean narrative, Boudica and her Iceni
consistently stand out as savage barbar-
ians. The Roman army stood in rank and
file, highly organized and professional,
comprised solely of male warriors, but on
the Celtic side, to quote Tacitus, “between
the ranks dashed women, in black attire
like the Furies, with hair disheveled.”' The
Celtic Druids “[poured] forth dreadful im-
precations,” frightening the Romans with
the “unfamiliar sight so that, as if their
limbs were paralyzed, they stood motion-
less, and exposed to wounds.” Paulinus
then had to urge them on, encourage them
to overcome their fears of this “troop of fe-
males and fanatics,” and fight the enemy.?
The Celts were so different and barbarous,

10

so uncivilized and un-Roman, that the
sight of their enemy terrified the usu-
ally dominant and professional Roman
troops. Likewise, when describing the
fall of Verulamium, Tacitus says that
the barbarians “delighted in plunder
and were indifferent to all else...for

it was not on making prisoners and
selling them, or on any of the barter of
war, that the enemy was bent, but on
slaughter.” Tacitus is careful to point
out the differences in Celtic military
custom from that of the Romans.
Whereas the Romans go to war to con-
quer land, get prisoners, and similar
booty, the Celts were only occupied
with the massacre of their enemies in
these narratives. These Celts were very
un-Roman and on the brink of military
success.

In Dio’s account, as well, themes
of barbarity abound. Dio describes
Boudica as follows:

In stature she was very tall, in appear-
ance most terrifying, in the glance of her
eye most fierce, and her voice was harsh;
a great mass of the tawniest hair fell to
her hips; around her neck was a large
golden necklace; and she wore a tunic of
diverse colours over which a thick mantle
was fastened with a brooch. This was her
invariable attire. She now grasped a spear
to aid her in terrifying all beholders.*

Unlike the cultured and civilized Ro-
man woman wearing her stola, Boudica
was terrifying, harsh, and war-like, she led
an army, wielded power, and faced death
on the battlefield.

The barbarian nature of the opposing
forces is clearly emphasized in the writ-
ings of both these authors, but at the very
outset, the specific fact that a woman is
leading the army adds to their uncivilized
practice. In Rome, the battlefield was the
realm of male citizens, with associations
of virtue and valor. Women were not foot
soldiers in the Roman army, let alone
commanders. In both of the classical texts,
Boudica’s gender is highly emphasized
and served as a caution of strong women
in Roman culture. Powerful women such
as Agrippina, Nero’s mother, threatened
to overthrow the traditional gender roles
of Roman society where the male sought
public office and political power and the






