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Joseph Ryan O'Neill 

During the summer of 2005 I participated 
in the Summer School of the American 
School of Classical Studies at Athens as 
the recipient of a Brent Malcolm Froberg 
scholarship from Eta Sigma Phi. ASCSA 
is the center of American archaeology and 
classical scholarship in Greece. Though 
it is known for its year-long programs in 

archaeology, and, more importantly, as 
the institution through which the Greek 
Parliament grants American archaeolo­
gists permission to conduct excavations, 
the ASCSA also prides itself in being 
the only school of its kind in Greece to 
offer an intensive introduction to Greek 
history and archaeology through its famed 

Continued on page 3 

About the author: Joe O'Neill joined 
Eta Sigma Phi as a member of the 
Gamma Omicron Chapter at Mon­
mouth College and earned a Masters in 
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Summer Session students at Artemis' shrine at Brauron in Attica. 
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N e w e s t C h a p t e r : T h e t a B e t a a t 

t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f A l a b a m a 

On the night of November 29, 2005, 
twenty University of Alabama students 
were inducted into Theta Beta at the 
Univetsity of Alabama, the newest chapter 
of Eta Sigma Phi. Mallory Niemzak, the 
chapter's first Prytanis, presided over the 
ceremony. She was assisted by Hyparchos 
Samantha Dansby. Initiates wearing togas 
and chitons wete led into a torch-lit area 
outdoors by Chrysophylax Megan James, 
where they stood before a table containing 
the symbols of the society. Aftet Prytanis 
Niemzak explained the significance of the 
symbols and the tenets of Eta Sigma Phi, 
as outlined in the society's 
constitution, initiates pledged 
throughout their lives to fol­
low the principles of wisdom 
and beauty attained through 
the study of Classical culture. 
Then Kybemetes Walker Cyrus 
led the initiates to three 
stations where they heard in­
spirational words from Homer 
(recited by Tatiana Summers), 
Plato (recited by Allen Jones), 
and Vergil (recited by Kirk 

Summers). Each initiate grasped the cer­
emonial Golden Bough as they listened to 
the mysteries of the Sibyl. Finally, Prytaru's 
Niemzak encoutaged initiates to be ever 
mindful of the ancient sources of inspira­
tion and to accept the treasure placed 
within their grasp. She welcomed them, 
on behalf of the national society, as active 
members of Eta Sigma Phi. The members 
then recited in unison, "Let the spirit of 
earnest endeavor, good will, and friendship 
pervade the body of Eta Sigma Phi and 
bind us all together." Faculty advisor of this 
chapter is Prof. Tatiana Summets. 

Induction Ceremony for Theta Beta chapter 
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Summer Sessions. The program is notori­
ous for its strenuousness and is amazingly 
comprehensive. Over the course of nearly 
seven weeks, we were shown the most 
important prehistoric, archaic, classical, 
Byzantine, medieval, Tutkish and modern 
Greek sites. We covered the length and 
breadth of the Greek mainland and all of 
Crete. Four weeks were devoted to Athens 
and its environs alone. At each site, we 
wete regaled by an impressive cadre of 
scholars in fields ranging from architecture 
to physical anthropology and we were 
introduced to a number of ancillary fields 
vital to classical scholarship in general. 

In the sweltering heat of an eatly 
June afternoon, I ascended the Kolonaki 
hill and made my way to Loring Hall, 
the social and residential heatt of the 
ASCSA and the Summer Session's base 

of operations. Budget cuts over the last 
few decades have led to a reduction in 
staff, so table service has been suspended 
and the three sumptuous daily repasts are 
instead spread on a buffet in addition to 
5:30 tea and 8:30 ouzo. I arrived at Loring 
Hall in time for lunch, and being one of 
the first students there, I had the pleasure 
of becoming acquainted with our ses­
sion leaders, Mark and Mary Lou Munn 
of Penn State, and getting a taste of the 
months to come over vegetable quiche and 
fresh village salads. 

Later that day, after our formal wel­
come at tea, we marched in a body up the 
steep slopes of the Lykavitos. This is the 
highest point in Athens and, as far as any­
one can tell, it was left unvisited until the 
modern era. One walk up its steep slopes 
will reveal why. Nevertheless, one can find 
no better view of Athens, the Piraeus, the 
Sardonic Gulf, Salamis, Aegina, Mount 
Hymettus and, if one can peer through 
the omnipresent Athenian nephos, one 
can see as far as the Isthmus and Gulf of 

Corinth. Out hike up Lykavitos setved 
two ends. While it afforded us an excel­
lent vantage point from which to become 
acquainted with the physical featutes of 
ancient and modern Athens and its envi­
rons, it was also an occasion to sample the 
physical toil that lay ahead. 

The program featured three extended 
road trips, each sandwiched between week-
long sessions in Attica. There was always 
much hiking and climbing, and standing 
for long periods of time in museums with 
no air conditioning. Summers in Greece 
are hot and dry. Although the hotels we 
frequented on our road-trips were air-
conditioned, Loring Hall, in the generally 
windless city, was brutally hot. Sleep came 
to me in Athens only out of sheer exhaus­
tion. Each day statted early, usually before 
seven, and often lasted into evening. 

In Athens, four day-long sessions were 
devoted to the Acropolis itself, statting 
off with a detailed introduction to the 
various shrines and caves of the East and 
South slopes, then the theatre district 
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on the North and finally the Propylaia. 
The Propylaia is in the process of being 
restored, as is the Temple of Nike, and we 
were privileged to go behind the scenes to 
see the wotk in progress led by Professor 
Tassos Tanoulas, director of the restoration 
project. We were treated to two thorough 
tours of the Parthenon, including a tout 
inside and a look at restoration efforts 
there. We also spent a day at the Erechthe-
on and were taken inside. Alan Shapiro of 
Johns Hopkins University led us on a tour 
of the collections at the Acropolis museum 
which houses, among a great many other 

marvels, the Patthenon frieze and the truly 
stunning Archaic sculptural elements from 
the so-called Bluebeard temple. 

John Camp of UNC, director of the 
Agora excavations, was our guide on our 
four visits there. Over a century ago, the 
Greek parliament granted a special license 
to the American School to perform all 
excavations at the Athenian Agora. To 
this day, the ASCSA is conducting on­
going excavations, at present, to the north 
of the cutrent archaeological park behind 
a busy cafe's rows of umbrella-covered 
tables, and immediately south of the altars 
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of the cult image and a glimpse at the 
evidence for an internal colonnade. 

In the Stoa of Attalus is the base of 
opetations fot the American excavations in 
the Agora and many of the artifacts found 
in the Agota are stored in its basement or 
displayed in its museum. There we were 
introduced to specialists vital to the field 
of archaeology in general, such as epigra-
phists, physical anthropologists, cerami-
cists, archaeological conservationists and 
archaeological photographers. We visited 
the Keramikos on an especially sweltering 
afternoon, but despite the heat, it was still 
a treat, especially its well-endowed mu-
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seum. We made several trips to the Piraeus, 
during one of which we got to inspect the 
trireme Olympias in and out. We were also 
treated to four expertly guided touts of the 
amazing holdings of the National Museum. 

During our stay in Athens, we ven­
tured out onto the frontiers of Attica 
on four day-trips. The first was a visit to 
the sanctuary of Artemis at Brauron, the 
tholoi at Thotikos, and the Poseidon and 
Athene sanctuaries at Sunion. On another 
trip, we visited the sanctuary of Demeter 
at Eleusis, nestled in the armpit of the 
Greek shipping industry and chemical 
plants. The dread goddess of fertile fields 
now presides over a chemical-burned 
stretch of industrial wasteland. Not far 
from Eleusis is the Athenian border post of 
Panakton, a place of incredible beauty that 
commands a view over southern Boeotia, 
the site of a mountaintop fortress whence 
battalions of ephebes were dispatched to 
patrol the borderlands. On our third day-
trip we visited Marathon. It was stirring 
to stand atop a hill and survey the land 
and see with my own eyes whete Cyras' 
dreaded troops landed, where the Athe­
nians musteted, and whithet they chatged 
and sent the Mede back out to sea. After 
Marathon, we drove to Rhamnous, a 
remote but breathtaking spot overlook­
ing the coast of Euboea that hosts some 
very well preserved funerary monuments 
and the famed sanctuary of Nemesis. Our 
last day-trip out of Athens was to Aegina. 
Aegina is beautiful, and the incredibly 
preserved temple of Aphaia must not be 
missed. However, there is only one bus 
that runs between Aegina town and Agia 
Marina. Deprived of our breakfast, we 
missed lunch while we were at the temple, 
and were forced to wait, all twenty-three of 
us plus an indeterminate number of tour­
ists, for the one bus back. Upon the arrival 
of the one and only bus to the pott, Mark 
Munn's advice to the group was to "look 
small." We managed to fit, all of us, but 
the ride down the hill was by no means in 
any way pleasant. Nevertheless, we atrived 
and I was unscathed, having been buffeted 
from the blows of a bouncing bus by two 
corpulent Aeginians. After buying some of 
Aegina's world-famous pistachios, I was on 
the Flying Dolphin back to the Piraeus. 

Our first extended trip was to Crete. 

We took an overnight ferry from Piraeus 
and I met a group of teenagers from the 
Basque country who were on holiday. We 
were on the upper deck of the ship enjoy­
ing the ocean breeze as it came in between 
puffs of diesel fumes. They tried to teach 
me some Basque, but in the end I failed 
and we spent the rest of the evening in the 
ship's discotheque. We landed at Heraklei-
on at six in the morning and after bougatsa 
and hellenica we were immediately off to 
the eastern end of the island. We visited 
the INSTAP center, base of operations for 
prehistoric archaeology in Eastern Crete, 
and there visited the femurs of a hundred 
Minoans. We took a boat out to Mochlos 
where Geoffrey Soles showed a complex 
of Bronze Age settlements, including the 
so-called House of the Theran Refugees 
under whose LMIII floors lay volcanic ash 
from Thera. We saw a host of Bronze Age 
ruins including the Minoan "palaces" at 
Mallia, Phaistos and Knossos. Our host at 
Knossos was Don Evely from the British 
School of Archaeology. At Knossos, as 
with most of the other sites, we were given 
special access to the palace. Dr. Evely led 
us into what Evans called the "Throne 
Room of Minos" and into the "Queen's 
Hall." Of particular interest to many of us 
were the remaining royal latrines. Having 
only recently hosted Prince Charles, Dr. 
Evely remarked that The Prince, too, was 
fascinated equally with both of Minos's 
thrones. The Herakleion museum houses 
an amazing collection of Bronze Age 
artifacts including the Knossos frescoes 
and the so-called Ring of Minos. We were 
permitted to go into a closed exhibit at 
the Herakleion museum, housing a small 
but impressive collection of Classical and 
Roman sculpture, among which was an 
orientalizing shrine, unique to Crete, with 
its horsemen frieze, orientalizing bronze 
shields (or cauldron lids) depicting a 
youthful Zeus, the recently discoveted 
"Hymn to Dyctaean Zeus." My favorite 
stop on the Crete trip was at Anemos-
pilia, an excellent example of Minoan a 
peak sanctuary. Anemospilia commands a 
view of the plain upon which sits Knos­
sos and the Cretan Sea. On clear day, the 
Minoans would have had a clear view of 
the peak of Thera. What makes this peak 
sanctuary remarkable is that archaeolo­

gists discovered within this sanctuary the 
remains of what appear to be a priest and 
an attendant, both killed by falling debris, 
and the remains of a youth, trussed up like 
an animal lying in the fetal position on 
what appears to be an altar. The blacken­
ing of his ribs suggests that this youth died 
from excessive blood-loss. Could it be 
that the Minoans were practicing human 
sacrifice, having cut the throat of a young 
man in his prime to satisfy an angry deity, 
when they were suddenly interrupted by 
an earthquake or other cataclysmic event? 
Another body was found just outside of 
the shrine. This person was holding a 
vessel, perhaps a rhyton, when he died. 
Did this rhyton contain the blood of this 
sacrificial victim? 

r I found Crete to be not only a place of 
exquisite beauty, but also a place of mystery. 
The sheer age of the Minoans, the nature 
of their material remains and the dearth 
of knowledge we can possess about them 
makes Crete a place ripe for wild specula­
tion about, among other things, Egyptian 
contacts or conquests, Neat Eastern trad­
ers, thunderstones, and mysterious and 
terrible rituals enacted with axe, ingot and 
human blood. I will never forget standing 
on the pier in Sitia, watching a full moon 
rise over the eastern Mediterranean and 
distant Egypt on the Minoan New Year, and 
taking in all that I had seen that had been 
left by a little-known people four thousand 
yeats ago and more. I will always remember 
the night in Agia Galini, when the moon 
was high up over the Libyan Sea and the 
watm desert winds from Africa were crack­
ing my lips and flash-drying the swimming 
trunks hanging on my hotel's balcony, 
while I reflected on the fact that even to 
Homer the people who inhabited Ctete, 
encircled by the wine-faced sea, land of 
ninety cities, were but a distant legend. 

Our second road-trip was a gtueling 
ten-day odyssey through the Peloponnese. 
We visited the site of the Isthmian games 
then went to Corinth and stood in the 
wretchedly hot sun for hours as we tried 
to make sense of what's left of the Corin­
thian agora. The sensuous columns of the 
temple of Apollo must not be missed, and 
the museum holds a great tteasure trove 
of finds from the Bronze Age through the 
Byzantine period. Best of all is the collec-
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tion of votive body parts left for Asklepios. 
We scaled up Acrocorinth first thing one 
morning to behold the Frankish, Venetian 
and Turkish bastions, the scant remains of 
the temple of Aphrodite and the spectacu­
lar view of the Isthmus and the Saronic 
and Corinthian gulfs. We visited the site of 
the Nemean Games, and at Epidautos, we 
visited the shrines sacred to Asklepios and 
at eventide filed into the ancient theatre 
there. The backdrop of the stage was a 
valley surrounded on three sides by green 
sloping mountains and a brilliant orange 
sunset. As the sky went from orange to ted 
to violet and into the dark blue of twi­
light, the stage lights lit up and Sophocles' 
Oedipus Tytranus was performed in 
Modern Greek under the canopy of the 
heavens, accompanied by exotic sttains 
of the chorus master and an orchestra of 
decidedly eastern influence. We spent ages 
in Mycenae gawking in awe of the lion 
gate and its massive monolithic posts and 
lintels and Cyclopean masonry. We were 
racked by Zeus' wrath at Hera's Argive 
sanctuary, we thirsted in thirsty Argos 
and withered in a sirocco at the Kephalari 
Pyramid. For three nights, we stayed in 
Greece's first capital, Nafplion, a fabulous 
seaside town that plays host to hoards of 
young Athenian weekenders. As a group, 
we had great fun there in the many cafe's, 
restaurants and shops. There is also a 
Venetian fortress, the Palamidi, which, in 
the welcome coolness after an afternoon's 
downpour, provided stunning views of mist 
draped mountains, low clouds over the sea, 
the Atgive plains stretching into Mycenae 
and a tainbow arched over Nafplion. On 
the fifth day of our Peloponnesian journey, 
we departed for Sparta. On a steep moun-
taintop, far above where the bus had left 
us and farther above the modern city of 
Sparti, we visited the Menelaion, a monu­
ment of three distinct phases dedicated to 
Menelaus and Helen. That evening, we 
walked through the remains of the Spartan 
acropolis and celebrated the Fourth of 
July with a lavish dinner of Greek country 
dishes and local retsina at the expense of 
the American School. 

The next stage of our Peloponnesian 
trip saw us over the mountains to Mes-
senia. The ride was not easy. The highway 
was a series of switchbacks up and down 

the mountains. Although it was dizzying, 
the sights were breathtaking. The halfway 
point through the mountains is Artemissia, 
where we stopped for lunch. This small 
village cut out of the sides of mountains is 
watered by a spring that gushes out of the 
cliff right at the highway's edge. I filled up 
my bottles with this delicious, cold water 
and bought some wares of an elderly farm­
er couple: some wild mountain oregano, 
olive oil soap, and freshly picked cherries. 
The air up there was cool and clean and 
it was really hard to get back on the bus 
for the churning slosh down to Messenia. 
Our destination was sandy Pylos. While 
in Pylos, we visited the so-called Palace 
of Nestor, a well-preserved Mycenaean 
palace complex. Most memorable, though, 
was out trip around Svaktiria, where, ac­
cording to Thucydides, Athenian forces 
humiliated the Spartans, to the remote 
beach at Voidokhilia. We left Pylos by 
boat and sailed into the sea. Only then, 
in a small, low-lying boat, very close to 
the surface could I really understand what 
Homer meant when he called the sea 
"wine dark." At that distance, the water 
lost its brilliant aquamarine glow and ap­
peared more menacing and, indeed, deep 
purple. The ride was not long, and soon 
we were at the secluded beach. There is 
no pier there, so the boat dropped anchor 
one hundred yards out and we waded in 
like hoplites, out packs above our heads. 
Not only were there beautiful beaches and 
crystal clear water, but also Nestor's cave, 
today guarded by gargantuan spiders, and 
the "Tomb of Thrasymedes." 

Leaving sandy Pylos, we with humility 
and timidity visited Zeus' sanctuary on 
Mount Lykaion. This mountain peak ash 
altat, reportedly frequented by wetewolves, 
was the site of Pan-Hellenic worship to 
Zeus. Some of our number climbed to 
the top, a sensible few rode. This was 
a frightening place, where death was 
promised to anyone who trespassed and 
the most sacred of offerings were burnt for 
the king of gods and men. There is reason 
to believe that some of the offerings may 
have been human. Our last stop in the 
Peloponnese was at Olympia. For two days 
we scoured the sites at Olympia, and much 
time was devoted to the recently remod­
eled museum: mirabile visu! The sculp­

tural elements from the Zeus and Hera 
temples are beyond description and are 
worth several hours on their own. On the 
tenth day of living out of our suitcases and 
of sitting on that bus as it twisted its way 
through the mountains, it was a relief to 
get back to Athens, though it would only 
be five days until we left again, this time, 
for the North. 

The first day of the northern trip was 
spent winding through Thebes and pay­
ing a visit to the Theban archaeological 
museum. The last scheduled stop for the 
day was the remote monastery of Hosios 
Loukas. There we took in the wonderful 
Byzantine mosaics, including the very well 
known mosaic of Christ Pentokrator. After 
our tour, we were ready for the hour-long 
gdrive into Delphi and the good night's 
sleep we all deserved. The driver, Dimi-
ttis, started the bus and just as we were 
beginning to lurch out of the patking lot, 
there was a terrible hissing sound emanat­
ing from the front of the bus. Thinking it 
a flat tire, we were optimistic. However, 
it was not a tire, but a broken hydraulics 
system. Our bus driver tried to fix the 
problem but the damage was too much 
for a roadside fix, though Dimitris was 
counseled by a soccer player and a chain­
smoking Orthodox priest. A new bus was 
phoned. Afternoon dwindled into twi­
light, which faded into darkness and cold 
as we sat anxiously waiting for our new 
bus. Although it seemed an eternity, the 
bus did come and we were off to Delphi, 
though without out luggage. We got some 
sleep and we reported to the archaeologi­
cal park at eight the next morning, each 
with bad bteath and bed-head. The whole 
day was spent at the sanctuary of Apollo. 
We were taken into the temple of Apollo; 
we inspected a large foundation stone with 
unexplainable cuttings and heard argu­
ments concerning the Pythia, her stool, 
her tripod and the existence of intoxicat­
ing vapors. We were tteated to the incred­
ible collections of the museum at Delphi 
which included, among many others, the 
famous bronze Charioteer, the "Cleobis 
and Biton" kouroi, the chryselephantine 
statues from the Corinthian treasury, the 
so-called Throne of Midas, a giant archaiz­
ing griffin, and the stunning sculptural 
elements from the Sithnian Treasury. Latet 



Right, on Lykaion—Summer 
Session students at Zeus' ash 
altar. No werewolves sighted. 

Below, votive offerings of limbs 
to Asklepios at the Corinth 
archaeological museum. 
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that day, out newly repaired bus arrived 
with our luggage, so day two in Delphi was 
certainly off to a much better start. It was 
then that we visited the Kastalian Spring 
and the gymnasium complex and tholos in 
the sanctuary of Athena Pronaia. 

Our Northern trip continued with visits 
to the monasteries at Meteora, the Vale of 
Tempe, and Pella. At Vergina, we visited 
the wonderful finds associated with the so-
called Tomb of Philip, including the well 
preserved tomb itself, all neatly housed 
within a climate controlled supersttucture. 
We spent two nights in Greece's second 
city, Thessalonica, where the focus was 
on the glory of the Roman and Byzan­
tine periods. Finally, on our way back to 
Athens, we stopped at the foot of Mount 
Olympus to visit the sanctuaries at Dion 

before spending the night in the quaint 
mountain village of Makrinitsa, where 
we enjoyed some of the best food Greece 
has to offer and a tremendous view over 
modern Volos. 

There was much, much more that I saw 
in Greece as part of the ASCSA Summer 
Session, far too much to report here. In ad­
dition to the majot stops I briefly highlight­
ed here were dozens of small shrines, big 
temples, little churches, major monasteries 
and cathedrals, miles of fortifications and 
acres upon acres of sanctuaries. There were 
dozens of smaller museums that we visited, 
each with its own claim to fame. Some I 
have all but forgotten, not due to their lack 
of importance, but on account of the sheer 
number we visited. The program was very 
intense, both physically and mentally, so it 
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Homer means to convey when he says that 
Poseidon can walk from Thasos to Aegae 
in one stride. Having ridden in a bus over 
the mountains from Sparta to Messinia, 
I have a bettet appreciation for Spartan 
endurance and tenacity. I have first-hand 
knowledge of how vast Attica really was for 
its time and how that contributed to the 
complicated sense of Athenian identity. 
I will be a better student and teacher for 
having seen with my own eyes things about 
which I have previously only read. Finally, 
actually beholding the monuments, great 
and small, left by the ancient Greeks and 
Romans and studying them up-close and 
in-depth, I have a much clearer sense of 
the magnitude of their achievement and 
the vastness of the impact their civilizations 
had. I am truly grateful for having been 
afforded this remarkable opportunity. 

file://'/iili
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T H E E T A S I G M A P H I 

B e r n i c e L . F o x T e a c h e r T r a i n i n g 

S C H O L A R S H I P 

2 0 0 6 

The Trustees of Eta Sigma Phi, the national honorary classics society, announces the Bernice L. Fox 

Teacher Training Scholarship. This $500 scholarship is available to an Eta Sigma Phi member who is 

teaching, or preparing to teach, in the secondary schools. Applicants should have received a Bachelor's 

degree since January 1, 1994 or shall have received it before June 2006 and will no t have received a 

doctoral degree. 

T h e scholarship is to be used for a summer activity contributing to the recipient's preparation for 

teaching, such as a t tendance at the Summer Institute of the American Classical League, the Kentucky 

Language Institute, or the Illinois Pedagogy Workshop; or a t tendance at university courses leading 

to certification. There is no application form, but those wishing to apply should submit a proposal 

that includes a description of the program, a budget, any other financial support expected, and their 

contributions to Eta Sigma Phi when they were undergraduates. They should also ask an appropriate 

person (department chair, principal, supervisor, etc.) to send a letter of support. They should indicate 

the chapter into which they were initiated, as well as the date of the initiation, if possible. 

This scholarship honors Bernice L. Fox who taught English, Latin and Gteek at Monmouth College in Monmouth, Il­
linois, from 1947 to 1981, and who served as chair of the Department of Classics from 1970 until her retirement in 1981. 
Throughout her long and dynamic career she worked tirelessly to promote the Classics in Illinois high schools and colleges. 
In 1956 she founded Monmouth College's Gamma Omicron Chapter of Eta Sigma Phi. She was the author of Tela Charlot-
tae, the Latin translation of E. B. White's Charlotte's Web. In 1991 Monmouth College conferred on her the honotary degree 
of Doctor of Humane Letters. She died in 2003. 

Selection of recipients is made by the Eta Sigma Phi Board of Trustees, whose members are Sr. Therese Marie Dougherty 
of the College of Notre Dame in Baltimore, Maryland (chair), Leon Fitts of Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
Martha Davis of Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Daniel Levine of the University of Arkansas in Fay-
ettesville, and David Sicks of Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee. In selecting the recipient of this scholarship, the 
Trustees will give attention to the quality of the applicant's work in Greek and Latin, experience in teaching Latin K-12, 
and contribution to the activities of Eta Sigma Phi at the local and national level. The recipient will be announced at the 
National Convention. 

Send the completed scholarship applications by February 1, 2006 to 
Dr. Thomas J. Sienkewicz 

Executive Secretary 
Department of Classics 

Monmouth College 
700 East Broadway 

Monmouth, Illinois 61462 

Eta Sigma Phi, the National Classics Honorary Society (http://www.etasigmaphi.us) 

^ 1 ^ 

http://www.etasigmaphi.us
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T r a i n i n g S c h o l a r s h i p 

By Dawn McRoberts 

Early in February, I received the news that 
I was the recipient of the Bernice Fox 
Teacher Training Scholarship from Eta 
Sigma Phi. It was a tremendous honor 
for me to receive this scholarship. As a 
graduate of Monmouth College, I had the 
opportunity of petsonally knowing the 
legendary Professor Fox. It is a humbling 
experience to be given a scholarship in 
honor of such a remarkable Classicist. Her 
love, devotion, and enthusiasm for the 
Classics were inspiring. 

These funds helped send me to CANE 
Summer Institute at Dartmouth College 
for a amazing week of study. This insti­
tute's theme was The Golden Ages. Each 
day we enjoyed a morning lecture, two 
afternoon course sessions, and the option 
of either an evening Greek or Latin read­
ing group. The lectures all focused on the 
Golden Age but varied from such topics as 
"Past Perfect; Future Conditional: The Con­
cept of a Golden Age" by the brilliant Pro­
fessor Richard Ned Lebow of Dartmouth 
College to "The Romans Invent: The Glory 
that was Greece" by the captivating Profes­
sor Miranda Marvin of Wellesley College. 
For more information about this program, 
see http://www.dartmouth.edu/~classics/ 
CANE/CSI_2005_Index.html. 

My first course was entitled "The 
Golden Age of Augustan Rome" with Profes­
sor Barbara Kellum of Smith College. We 
closely examined both the architecture 
and the art of the era. As a fan of the 
Augustan era, I found this class a tre­
mendous treat. Augustus bragged that 
he found Rome "built of brick and left 

About the author: Dawn McRoberts 
joined Eta Sigma Phi as a member 
of Gamma Omicron chapter at 
Monmouth College. She is currently 
teaching Latin at Kenwood Academy 
in Chicago, Illinois. 

Dawn McRoberts with some of her Latin students at Kenwood Academy in Chicago-

it clothed in marble." By looking at the 
monuments of Augustan Rome, we were 
able to identify the nature of the artfulness 
of that time period. As a Latin teacher, 
I shall certainly use the content learned 
in this course for it will help provide my 
students with the historical background 
which is needed before studying the 
Golden Ages poets. 

The second course I took was entitled 
"Those Whom We Love to Hate: Literary 
Portraits of The Enemy in Roman" with 
Douglas Marshall, St. Paul's School, 
Emeritus. We studied the "enemies of 
Rome" Jugurtha, Catiline, Vetcingetorix, 
Cleopatra and Calgacus by reading Sal-
lust, Cicero, Caesar, Horace, and Tacitus. 
As a group, we examined the language 
used in otder to describe these "hostes." 
By looking at these works, the class was 
able to consider how the descriptions, 
which the various authors used, ultimately 
served as a commentary concerning Rome. 

Undoubtedly, this class will serve me well 
in my upper level Latin courses. Latin stu­
dents love to leant about Rome's enemies. 
Also, the class was taught by a former high 
school Latin teacher who helped all of us 
greatly concerning how to make this mate­
rial "high school student friendly." 

In conclusion, I had a wonderful experi­
ence at this institute. I strongly encourage 
all past, present, and future Classicists to 
attend. From a Latin teacher's view point, 
it is a great way to meet other Latin teach­
ers. Unfortunately, we are often the only 
Latin teachet in our school. Therefore, it 
is important to attend such conferences 
as CAMWS, ACLs National Conven­
tion, and the CANE Summer Institute, 
etc. in order to grow as a professional. For 
that reason, I was delighted to receive the 
Bernice Fox Teacher Training Scholar­
ship; otherwise, I would not have had this 
wonderful opportunity. 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~classics/


T h e S t o r y o f t h e E t a S i g m a P h i M e d a l 

By Harry Waterson 

Eta Sigma Phi is the national honor­
ary collegiate society for students of 
Latin and Greek. It was origi­
nally established in 1914 as an 
honorary society for students of 
classical Greek, I collect med­
als and I recently acquired a 
medal called the Eta Sigma Phi 
Classical Languages Proficiency 
Medal. The first information I 
found about this medal came from 
a Johnson & Jensen Auction Catalog 
#23 dated 3/7/83 lot #466. The medal i-
2" in diameter, bronze; the medallist w.i-
Julio Kilenyi. The Medallic Ait Company, 
NYC (#29-75-1), sttuck it sometime in 
the late 1920s. The original paperwork 
unfortunately has been lost. The medal is 
unsigned, but Dick Johnson of the auction 
house identifies the sculptor as Kilenyi. He 
also identifies the statue depicted on the 
obverse as Winged Nike on a pedestal by 
Paionios. The otiginal was excavated at 
the site of the Temple of Zeus in 1875. It 
has a few bits and pieces missing, but Kile­
nyi put her back together for this medal. 
His depiction is a little deceiving in terms 
of size. The original Nike is 6' tall, and she 
is just alighting but still airborne onto a 3' 

above; current 
medal, right; the 
obverse, below, is 
the same 

m m 

triangular pedestal 21' tall. Nike is obvi­
ously a major exponent of vertical takeoffs 
and landings. Combine this with the fact 
that Nike means "Victory" in Greek, and 
for the first time I now understand why a 
sneaker manufacturer would use her as its 
brand name. 

The next element of the obverse is the 
Greek letters of the Society. The Eta and 
the Sigma are in the left field and the Phi 

•" :n the right field. This is a slightly odd 
layout but it gives a clue on how to 

read the Latin inscription below. 
The normal medallic conven­
tion would be to read the words 
across, i.e. Mihi Non Res Me 
Rebus. I could not find this 
quote anywhere. But when you 
follow the lead of the Gteek 

lettets and read the inscription 
as Mihi Res Non Me Rebus, the 

light dawns. This would translate 
as "Things for me, not me for things." 

Res is an all-purpose Latin word that has 
many meanings in context. A web search 
quickly found a source for the saying: 
Hotace's EPISTLES, Book 1, Letter 1, line 
19. "Et mihi res, non me rebus subjungere 
conor." Dr. Brent M. Froberg, the Registrar 
of Medals, Eta Sigma Phi put this inscrip­
tion into context: 

*!'•/ 

About the author: 

Harry Waterson's collecting penchant started in childhood 
with stamps and coins. He once had a collection of scales and 
balances numbering about twenty, and a definitive collection of 
blow torches which offended his wife greatly because he insisted 
that they be displayed on the mantelpiece in the living room. 
He had about thirty of them, all shapes and sizes. He currently 
has a truly boring collection of bread tags that amuses himself 
but no one else. His coin collecting refined over the years to just 
a really nice complete run of buffalo nickels, which led to an 
interest in the artist, James Earle Fraser and his wife, Laura Gar-
din Fraser. He began collecting their medals and slowly putting 
together a study collection of their medallic output. In 2001 the 
foremost medal dealer in the country, Joe Levine, wrote an ap­
preciation of Julio Kilenyi in his auction catalog just as Mr. Wa-
tetson found out that a writet by the name of Reed was doing a 
catalogue raisonne on the Frasers. He had met Kilenyi when he 
was a senior in high school and so he answered Levine's appeal 
for someone to catalog Kilenyi. Thus started Waterson's Kilenyi 

collection. To date he has identified about 200 different pieces 
by Kilenyi and has acquired examples of a little more than 100 
including the Eta Sigma Phi medals. 

Mr. Waterson recently moved to Branson, Missouri, where 
he is the General Manager of two shows playing at the Follies 
Theatre. They are: The Great American Songbook Starring Ed 
Ames and Carol Lawrence and The Branson Follies with special 
guest star Patti Page. The websites are: www.bransonfollies.com 
and www.bransonsongbook.com. He has worked in television 
most of his career, mostly as an Associate Producer or Executive 
in charge of Production. Some credits of which he is particularly 
proud and which seem to continuously air on some cable chan­
nel or other: Elvis, Aloha from Hawaii, Old Blue Eyes is Back, 
John Denver, Rocky Mountain Christmas, the pilot for Soap, 
Golden Girls (the first 100 episodes), and a short-lived series 
(only seven episodes) about the home life of Adolf Hitler called 
"Heil, Honey, I'm Home." He was also in the room when Merv 
Griffin brought up the idea for Jeopardy. 
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"Here, Horace considers Aristippus, 
a pupil of Soctates and a founder of the 
Cyrenaic School of Philosophy based on 
Hedonism. An English rendering of the 
line might go this way: 'I try to adapt 
circumstances to myself, not myself to cir­
cumstances.' Aristippus thought that men 
should stick to a course in life that would 
make them slaves neither to pleasure nor 
to duty, a notion that would have pleased 
Horace who embraced the Golden Mean 
of nothing to excess." 

The reverse of this medal shows a boy 
and a gitl saluting the Parthenon. They are 
separated by a three word Latin inscrip­
tion divided over 5 lines. This inscription, 
PRAESTANTIA LINGVARVM CLAS-
SICARVM, means Proficiency in Classical 
Languages. What is interesting about all of 
this is that in 1940 the Medallic Art Com­
pany struck a smaller bronze version of the 
medal (1.5" diameter #29-75-2). 

According to the Johnson 6k Jensen 
cataloguer David T. Alexander the boy 
and the girl were removed because of the 
Nazi-like salute. It would seem that this is 
an eatly example of political correctness on 
campus. This consideration forced Kilenyi 
to redesign the reverse. He enlarged the 
Patthenon. It is one millimeter wider than 
the 2" version. He put the three-word 
inscription into three lines. In this process 
the medal was aesthetically improved 
due to circumstances beyond the artist's 
control. I was a production manager for a 
film company and had to make the deci­
sion at the end of the day whether to wrap 
or not when there was still some material 

left to be shot. Most of the time I would 
wrap. I did this to stay on budget but I had 
also learned that the solution for shooting 
the dropped material was often better for 
the picture than the original plan. It was 
remarkable how often this happy serendip­
ity occurred. I think that Kilenyi benefited 
from this attack of political correctness, 
and the composition of the revised reverse 
greatly improves the medal. Latet, the 
Medallic Art Company struck a sterling 
silver version of this 1.5" medal, sometime 
between 1940 and 1972, when the com­
pany moved to Danbury, CT. This striking 
probably took place eatlier rather than 
later in this time frame. 

It is intetesting to note that this medal 
is still in use today. Possibly because this is 
a more timeless design. Eta Sigma Phi cur­
rently distributes a 1.5" .999 fine silver ver­
sion struck by MACo in 1986 in Danbury, 
CT. There is also a .75" looped charm in 
either silver or bronze available. They do 
this to ptomote the study of the Classics. 

The Winged Nike figure is timeless as 
well. Recently it has been used again, this 
time on the Athens 2004 Olympic Games 
Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals. There is 
also a theory, proposed by Harlan Berk, 
that Winged Nike is the inspiration for the 
obverse of 1907 $20 gold piece (Double 
Eagle) designed by Augustus St. Gaudens. 
It is widely considered to be Ametica's 
most beautiful coin. The Eta Sigma Phi 
Classical Languages Proficiency Medal 
finds itself a PRAESTANTIA of medallic 
design. 

E t a S i g m a P h i 

M e d a l s 

Eta Sigma Phi medals awarded 
to honor students in secondary-
school Latin classes help to 
promote the study of Latin in high 
school and give Eta Sigma Phi 
an excellent contact with high 
school students of the Classics. 
Chapters can use them as prizes for 
contests or as a way to recognize 
achievement. 

In addition, chapters can award 
the medals to outstanding students 
of the Classics at theit home 
institutions. Two silvet medals are 
available: the latge medal (VA 
inches) at $28.75 and the small 
(3/4 inch) at $10.25. A bronze 
medal (3/t inch) is available at 
$6.50. The various medals can 
be awarded to students at various 
levels of their study. 

Medals may be ordered from 
Dr. Brent M. Froberg, 5518 Lake 
Jackson St., Waco, TX 76710-
2748. Please add $1.00 per order 
to cover the costs of postage and 
handling. Checks should be made 
payable to Eta Sigma Phi Medal 
Fund and should accompany the 
order. 

N e w C h a p t e r s 

Eta Sigma Phi welcomes the chatter members of the follow­
ing new chapters whose applications were approved at the 
2005 convention and which have recently held initiation 
ceremonies. 

Eta Phi at Union College 
Eta Chi at Purdue University 
Eta Omega at Austin Peay State University 
Theta Alpha at Franklin and Marshall College 
Theta Beta at the University of Alabama 

R e a c t i v a t e d C h a p t e r s 

Eta Sigma Phi welcomes back the following chapters which 
recently reactivated by holding an initiation ceremony and 
submitting a report of initiates to the executive sectetary. 

Beta Beta at Furman University 
Gamma Theta at Georgetown College 
Gamma Rho at Hope College 
Zeta Epsilon at Rutgers University 
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Megale Prytanis—Karen M. Kelly 
Gamma Omega at Baylor University 
Karen_Kelly@baylor.edu 

I lived in a small town outside San 
Antonio, Texas, until I was 9 years old; my 
family then moved to Springfield, Virginia, 
which is just outside Washington, DC. My 
father had explained to both my brother 
and me that Latin was an important 
language for us to learn, so I began taking 
it in 8th grade. For high school, I attended 
a math and science magnet school in 
my area, where I continued my study of 
Latin. After my sophomore year of high 
school, I had the opportunity to go to the 
thtee-week long Virginia Governor's Latin 
Academy, where I had my first exposure to 
Greek. The Academy revealed to me how 
much fun studying Classics could be, and I 
began to consider the possibility of continu­
ing my classical education through college. 
Now I am a senior at Baylor University, 
studying Latin and Greek and preparing 
applications for graduate ptogtams in Clas­
sics. When I am not composing Latin and 
scanning Greek poetry, I am active in Mor­
tarboard, and I am an officer in the Baylor 
Social Dance Society. Aftet grad school, I 
plan to teach Latin at the college level. 

Through the study of Classics, I have 
discovered new worlds, new friends, and 
new opportunities. My ptofessots and fellow 
students have gained access to something 
like a time machine, allowing us to meet 
people who died long ago. We are able 
to travel to their lands and see what they 
themselves saw; we are able to read their 
poetry and view theit plays. Through their 
stories, we gain insight into our own lives. 
Even so, our peers describe the languages 
we study as "dead." I say, Latin and Greek 
cannot be dead, for how can a dead lan­
guage make an entire world come alive for 
its students? Eta Sigma Phi gives students 
the opportunity to see that they are not 
alone in their love of Classics. Because of 
my involvement in Classics and Eta Sigma 
Phi, I have met some incredible people who 
have reinforced my love of the languages 
and my decision to teach Latin and Greek 
to future students. The friends I have made 
at the national conventions remain dear to 
me, and it is nice to know that our lives will 
probably cross multiple times as a result of 
our chosen field of study. 

Karen M. Kelly 

Megale Hyparchos—Catherine Larsen 
Eta Delta at Hillsdale College 
cjlarsen@hillsdale.edu 

A Hawkeye girl, I was born and raised 
in Sioux City, Iowa. I graduated as vale­
dictorian from North High School, but 
my schooling was varied between public, 
private, and home. I began my study of 
classics while in high school, but absolutely 
detested it, and vowed never to take Latin 
again. Howevet, after coming to Hillsdale 
College in Fall 2002,1 was required to 
take three semestets of a foreign language. 
I chose to stay with the Latin, because I 
had at least some background in it coming 
into my freshman year. I enjoyed my first 
two semesters, relearning the basics, but 
I was ready to burn my books by the end 
of my third semester. The turning point in 
my classics career came when I chose to 
take my 4th semester of Latin, and we read 
through Vergil's Aeneid. Finally, all the 
basics of Latin culminated into applica­
tion, and I coupled my Music major with 
Classical Studies. However, I cannot end 
this story without giving credit to my pro­
fessors, who were thete helping me with all 
my questions, encouraging me to strive for 
the good, true, and beautiful, and giving 
me pep talks when I needed it most. They 
deserve a very large thank you! 

My greatest achievement in tegatds to 
Classics was The Dido Series, where I corn-

Catherine Larsen 

bined both my music and classics major. I 
put music to three dialogues of Dido from 
The Aeneid. I will be working on Dido's 
lover, Aeneas, from this coming Christmas 
break and beyond. 

I will never regret my decision in study­
ing classics, because it has applied to all 
areas of my life. My analytical and writing 
skills have developed immensely, which 
has helped me excel in my work environ­
ment, and will help me continue to do 
so. As far as future plans, I am applying 
to consulting firms, and after graduation 
in May, I hope to be either in New York, 
Chicago, or Des Moines. 

Included in my life of classics is my 
participation in Eta Sigma Phi as National 
Vice-President. Before coming to conven­
tion, I was treasurer in our local chapter, 
and began some new fundraising traditions 
for our chapter. I didn't realize how impor­
tant Eta Sigma Phi was, until I came to con­
vention last year. Watching the camaraderie 
between chapters, telling nerdy Latin and 
Greek jokes, encouraging othets to pursue 
excellence in academia, and rewarding 
those for all their hard academic effort with 
scholarships was so neat to experience. Eta 
Sigma Phi has done well to reward all those 
who have put theit best effort forward, and 
is a fine, strong organization. 

In regard to my life outside of classics, 
I spend much time in the musical field: 

12 

mailto:Karen_Kelly@baylor.edu
mailto:cjlarsen@hillsdale.edu


Sharif Said 

playing classical and jazz piano, accompa­
nying voice students, and composing. I am 
also President of Sigma Alpha Iota, the 
women's music honorary here at Hillsdale. 
Behind classics and music, I spend my free 
time working for the Admissions depart­
ment, running, scrapbooking, antique 
shopping, eating chocolate with my close 
friends, and developing relationships with 
high school students at my church. 

Megas Grammateus—Sharif Said 
Beta Sigma at Marquette University 
Sms0330@aol.com 

I began my studies in Classical Lan­
guages with Latin in the seventh grade. 
As I finished middle school, and the Latin 
requirement, I stopped this study that I 
found very tiresome and boring. In high 
school at Brookfield Academy I was re­
quired to take languages and studied both 
Getman and Spanish. Let it be known that 
I lacked both diligence and enthusiasm 
in my labors with these languages and 
therefore little fruit came of it. However, in 
high school I acquired a great knowledge 
of suburban jargon and poetry. I procured 
this knowledge from the enormous amount 
of time that I spent talking with my friends 
and reading poetry. 

Aftet high school, most likely because 
of all the poetry I was reading, I found my­
self in the mountains of the Gila National 

Thomas Evison 

Forest in southern New Mexico and study­
ing Latin through the Psalter. My love for 
poetry and the power of words thus incited 
me to try my hand at Latin once mote. 
After attending a semester at the Univer­
sity of Wisconsin Milwaukee and anothet 
at St. Mary's College in Kansas, I found 
myself at Marquette University as a Classi­
cal Languages Major I am now in my final 
year at Marquette and am teaching Latin 
part time at a nearby private school named 
Veritas Academy. 

The study of Classical Languages has 
been the foundation of civilization fot too 
long not to matter. From these ancient 
languages we learn that thousands of 
years ago the human heart still had the 
same struggles it does today. The essence 
of the human condition has not changed, 
and our understanding of it is too deeply 
connected to these languages to disregard 
them. Those who do not honor or study 
these languages are like travelers refusing 
the assistance of a wise guide who has been 
thete and back already. 

Megas Chrysophylax—Thomas Evison 
Epsilon Iota at the University of Florida 
tomev@ufl.edu 

I grew up in the suburbs of Phila­
delphia in South Jersey. I first lived in 
Burlington Township, but later moved 
to Tabernacle where I got my first taste 

of Latin. I took Italian all throughout my 
tenure at Shawnee High School, but in 
my senior year I decided to take Latin to 
change things up a bit. 

When I first started at the University 
of Florida, I was a Journalism major and 
wanted to be the next Dan Patrick on 
ESPN. In my sophomore year, I needed to 
fulfill my language requirement and with 
no sections of Italian available, I decided to 
take Latin again. The next thing I knew, I 
had dropped my Journalism major and was 
a full-fledged Classics major. I attribute my 
change to the two graduate students who 
taught me Latin: Caleb Carswell and Laura 
Mawhinney. They have both moved on to 
different opportunities away from Florida; 
Caleb to be a Math teacher in New York 

r and Laura to attain her Ph.D. at the Uni­
vetsity of Toronto. They taught me Latin 
through hard work and humor and it really 
made an impression on me. After I gradu­
ate with a degree in Classics, I am hoping 
to go to graduate school to pursue a Ph.D. 
in Classics and to teach in college someday. 

During the time when I'm not study­
ing either Latin ot Greek, which seems 
to be growing shortet and shorter, I like 
to do many different activities. First and 
foremost, I am an avid sports fan. I love 
all the professional sports teams from the 
city of btothetly love, Philadelphia, as well 
as the collegiate sports teams from the 
University of Florida. I also enjoy watch­
ing my favorite television shows, such as 
pro-wrestling and anything written by Joss 
Whedon. I consider myself somewhat of a 
card shark, and if I have free time after a 
stressful day, I will go to shoot some hoops 
to clear my head. 

I came to the Eta Sigma Phi national 
convention just to enjoy myself with some 
fellow Classicists. I had no intention of get­
ting involved on more than a local level, 
but the next thing I knew, I was nomi­
nated by our local President for the office 
of Megas Chrysophylax. Honestly, after I 
was nominated, it made my time bettet in 
the fact that it motivated me to get out 
and meet new people. I met very fun and 
interesting people from Baylor to Wooster 
to Indiana State and back again. I treasure 
what Eta Sigma Phi has given me and look 
forward to be able to give something back 
all year on a local and national level. 
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C a l l f o r B i d s 

t o H o s t t h e 7 9 t h A n n u a l 

E t a S i g m a P h i C o n v e n t i o n 

2 0 0 7 

Active Chapters of Eta Sigma Phi are invited to submit bids to host the 79th Annual National Convention in 
2007. These bids will be reviewed by a committee at the 2006 convention in Blacksburg, Virginia (March 31-
April 2, 2006). The 2007 convention site will be chosen by the membership at the 2006 convention. At least one 
active member of the chapter submitting a bid must attend the 2006 convention. 

The convention begins with a 7 P.M. reception on a Friday and ends at noon on Sunday with a final business 
session. There will be talks by students, reports on chapter activities, scholarly lectures, a certamen, a banquet and 
time for socializing. The host chapter will be responsible for: « 

• selecting a hotel 
• designing a convention t-shirt 
• arranging for the Friday reception, including certamen equipment 
• preparing a welcome packet and registration materials, including a program 
• staffing the registration desk 
• arranging for transportation between the hotel and the campus (if necessary) 
• supplying facilities (and A/V equipment, when necessary) on campus for the Saturday morning meeting 
• providing lunch on Saturday and brunch on Sunday 
• organizing appropriate cultural activities for Saturday afternoon 
• identifying a speaker for the Saturday evening banquet 

A bid consists of: 
1. The proposed convention dates with detailed information about price and room availability from 

an appropriate hotel. 
2. Information about the special regional amenities, accompanied by brochures, where appropriate. 
3. A description of the kinds of special cultural activities the chapter plans for Saturday afternoon. 
4. A list of possible speakers for the Saturday evening banquet 
5. The names of the members of the local committee and a description of the responsibilities of each 

member in convention planning. 
6. A letter of support from the faculty advisor of the chapter with an explanation of the kinds of financial, 

secretarial and other support the chapter can expect to receive from the host institution. 
7. A proposed budget for expenses. 

Five copies of the bid will be submitted to the convention committee at the 2006 convention. Chapters intending 
to bid for the 2007 convention are encouraged to contact the Executive Secretary prior to the 2006 convention to 
discuss their plans. 

Thomas J. Sienkewicz, Executive Secretary of Eta Sigma Phi, Department of Classics, Monmouth College, 700 
East Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462. Phone: 309-457-2371 ; Fax: 815-346-2565; e-mail: toms@monm.edu. 

14 

mailto:toms@monm.edu


Q u i d N o v i ? 

Send information on your chapter's activi­
ties by May 1, 2006, for inclusion in the 
next issue of the Nuntius. Photogtaphs of 
members are always welcome, and be sure 
to identify the people in the photographs. 
Send information and photographs to 
Executive Secretary Thomas J. Sienkewicz 
(see p. 2). 

G a m m a D e l t a a t 

Y e s h i v a U n i v e r s i t y 

by Jacob Hartz 

Current Yeshiva students and alumni filled 
the basement of classics professor Louis 
H. Feldman on the evening of Novembet 
14 for the induction ceremony of Yeshiva's 
Gamma Delta chapter of Eta Sigma Phi, a 
national fraternity which honots excel­
lent performance in the study of Classical 
languages. Inducted this year were SCW 
sophomore Rachel Chernyak, Bernard 
Revel graduate student Benzion Chinn, 
YC junior Jacob Hartz and YC senior Tzvi 
Kahn. 

In order to gain admission into this 
society, students must be in at least their 
second year of either Greek or Latin at 
Yeshiva and must also translate some 
piece of writing into either Greek or Latin. 
Chernyak rendered Lord Byron's "To 
Thomas Moore" into Greek, Chinn ren­
dered the litutgical Hebrew prayer "Alenu" 
into Latin, Hartz tendeted six songs by 
Adam Green into Greek, and Kahn ren­
dered an excerpt of President Geotge W 
Bush's speech after 9/11 into Latin. 

The evening's proceedings commenced 
with the singing of the club's official song, 
"Gaudeamus Igitur," meaning, "Let us 
therefore rejoice." Yeshiva alumni of Eta 
Sigma Phi who graduated in the 1960's up 
to the present joined together with equal 
spirit, while the induction candidates 
played the role of audience and were duly 
impressed that all the alumni temembered 
the tune. 

Aftet everyone had made their intro­
ductions, the "Dispositio vectationum" was 
performed. This, of course, is the age-old 
ritual of arranging rides home for anyone 
who arrived using public transportation. 

The Dispositio having been completed, 

the fout candidates for induction were 
made to present their translations to the 
alumni, who served as the panel of judges 
and evaluated each candidate based on 
the accuracy and ambition of his or her 
translation. The candidate under consider­
ation was removed to the adjacent furnace 
room so that his or her candidacy could be 
freely debated by the judges. 

All candidates wete accepted without 
a great deal of controversy, save Chinn, 
whose Alenu contained an editorial com­
ment not found in the original text. A 
discussion therefore ensued regarding the 
role of interpretation in translation and 
the practical ramifications of changing a 
text from its original meaning to one that 
is relevant to contemporary polemics. 

Chernyak's translation was unique in 
that het Greek followed the same poetic 
meter as that of Byron's English. She was 
immediately successful in winning the 
appteciation and commendation of all 
ptesent. Hartz's rendering of Adam Green 
required that he first make sense of Green's 
highly colloquial and largely nonsensical 
language in order to produce a coher­
ent Greek text. One alumnus inquired 
whether Hartz could also translate Green's 
songs into English. Kahn, whose Latin text 
of Ptesident Bush's speech was, for the 
most part, Ciceronian in style, nevertheless 
found it necessary to break with Cicero 
and considerably shorten his sentences in 
keeping with Bush's style. 

Following the acceptance of the fout 
members, the four official positions were 
filled. Shlomo Schwarzbard, who formerly 
held all four positions, bestowed the chap­
ter presidency on Kahn, vice presidency 
on Hartz, secretaryship on Chetnyak and 
tteasurership on Chinn. 

By way of concluding the evening's pro­
ceedings, Professor Feldman discussed his 
latest book, Remember Amalek, which was 
published by the Hebrew Union College 
Press, and his upcoming book, which is 
being published by the Jewish Publication 
Society. Called The Lost Bible, it will be a 
collection, translation and commentary 
on extra-biblical texts and commentaries 
from after the canonization of the Hebrew 
Bible. Dr. Feldman is editing the section on 
Philo, Pseudo-Philo and Josephus. 

G a m m a O m i c r o n a t 

M o n m o u t h C o l l e g e 

On Sunday April 23, 2006, Monmouth 
College's Gamma Omicton Chapter of Eta 
Sigma Phi will celebrate its 50th anni­
versary with a gala initiation ceremony, a 
public lecture and Roman banquet. The 
public lecture, on Mozart and Rome, will 
be given by Dr. Robert Ketterer, Professor 
of Classics at the University of Iowa. Dr. 
Ketterer's late father, John, was professor 
of biology at Monmouth College for many 
years and an honorary member of Gamma 
Omicron chapter. On this occasion, Dr. 
Robert Ketteter will be made an honor­
ary member of the chapter. All Eta Sigma 

, Phi members are invited to patticipate in 
the initiation ceremony (at 2 PM in the 
Capron Room of Wallace Hall). Members 
of Eta Sigma Phi from other chapters are 
also welcome. The public is invited to Dr. 
Ketterer's lectute at 3:30 PM in the High­
lander Room of the Stockdale Student 
Center. A Cena Classica will follow in the 
Private Dining Room of the Stockdale 
Center. The menu, consisting only of Old 
World foods, will include Nonni Casino's 
Roman Bread, Mild Fish Pickle, Watet-
cress Salad, Carrots Sauteed in Peppet 
Wine Sauce, Plum Sauce for Roast Duck 
and Chicken, and Stuffed Cornish Hens in 
Wine Gravy. The cost of this meal will be 
$25.00. For more information about this 
meal, see the website for last year's Cena 
Classica at http://department.monm.edu/ 
classics/CenaClassicaMMVhtm. Roman 
dress is optional. 

Gamma Omicron Chapter of Eta Sigma 
Phi was founded at Monmouth College 
in 1956 by Ptofessots Bernice L. Fox and 
Harold Ralston of the Classics Depart­
ment. Chatter members included Profes­
sors Fox, Ralston, and Gatrett W Thiessen 
of the Department of Chemistry, and 
nineteen students. Since then the chapter 
has welcomed more than 400 Monmouth 
College students as members. 
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' L a t i n : M o r e t h a n J u s t a L a n g u a g e ' 

Eta Sigma Phi supported the 
production of a new full-color 
Latin promotional brochure 
entitled "Latin: More than Just 
a Language." This brochure was 
designed by Virginia Barrett and 
Tom Sienkewicz for the National 
Committee for Latin and Greek. 

The purpose of the brochure 
is to encourage students in 
secondary schools to study Latin 
language and Roman culture. 
The brochure provides reasons 
for the study of Latin: that it is a 
majot soutce of English and the 
Romance languages; provides 
direct access to some of the finest 
literature and art; brings students 
into the mainstream of their 
own culture; and helps prepare 
students for college admissions 
and interesting careers. Former 
Latin students and celebrities 
like Coach Joe Paterno and 
comedian Teller testify to the 
value of studying the subject. The 
brochure has photos of Roman 
architecture, technology, and JCL 
students in togas. 

In return for its support 
the society received a gener­
ous supply of the brochures, which were 
mailed to active chapters early this fall. 
Additional sets of brochures, up to 100 
per teachet, may be ordered from the 
American Classical League's Teaching 
Materials Resource Center for $5 flat 
rate per order for shipping and handling: 
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 45056 
or phone (513) 529-7741. The six panel 
brochure is also available electronically at: 
http://department.monm.edu/classics/cpl/ 
promotionalmaterials/BarrettBrochure. 
pdf. 

N L T R W 2 0 0 6 

National Latin Teacher Recruit­
ment Week is March 6-10, 2006. 
For more information, see http:// 
www.promotelatin.org/nltrw.htm. 

John Donahue of the National Latin Exam 
wants you to study Latin! 

W h y S t u d y C l a s s i c s ? 

Eta Sigma Phi is soliciting quotes from 
undergraduate students about their study 
of Latin and Greek. These quotations will 
appear in the Nuntius and may be chosen 
for a Classics promotional brochure being 
planned by the National Committee for 
Latin and Greek. 

The following quotations are by Latin 
101 or 201 students at Georgetown Col­
lege, home of Gamma Theta chapter of 
Eta Sigma Phi. This list was submitted by 
chapter advisor Diane Arnson Svarlien. 

"Latin has not only given me a firm foun­
dation to build other languages on but has 
deepened my undetstanding of English." 

—Christophet Wagner 

"Trying to get the girl? Latin will 
help you Caesar." 

—Bahb Cutrer 

"Aeneid more Latin." 
—Bahb Cutrer 

"Latin is an awesome class to 
improve your science and biology 
vocabulary!" 

—MacKenzie Gould 

"Latin improves your English 
grammar skills, and is just plain 
fun!" 

—Samantha Davis 

"Latin is an intellectually 
stimulating class which I wish 
I had taken in high school; it 
would shoot anyone's SAT scores 
through the roof!" 

—Alex Smiley 

"Because of Latin's prevalence in 
scholatship over the past 2000 
years, my knowledge of Latin has 
opened up new vistas of learning 
and understanding." 

—Jesse Pack 

"As a student of government, one of my 
favorite moments of Latin understand­
ing was when I was able to translate our 
national motto: e pluribus unum." 

—Amber Hunt 

"Taking Latin has given me a whole new 
appreciation of history." 

—Jessica Jasper 

"In taking Latin, it's interesting to see 
whete much of our modern language and 
culture has come from." 

—Greg Chinn 

"Latin not only introduces you to a great 
language, but also to a great history and a 
great culture." 

—Adam Meier 

"I have learned more about English 
through my Latin class than through my 
actual English classes." 

—John Snider 
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