A

Published by Eta Sigma Phi

VOLUME 41

NOVEMBER, 1966 NUMBER |

PryTanis WiLLiAM A.

MEGAS
TOSCHES 1s a senior at the College

of the Holy
Massachusetts,
Delta Lambda

Cross, Worcester,
and a member of
Chapter of Eta
Sigma Phi. An honor graduate of
Milford High School, Milford,
Massachusetts, he has continued
his excellent record of scholarship
as an undergraduate and his name
appears on the Dean’s List.
Prytanis Tosches is majoring in
Natural Sciences and Classics, with
special emphasis on Greek. His
minor is Philosophy. In addition
to his activities in Eta Sigma Phi
he is a member of the Young Re-
publicans, the International Poli-
tics Club, and the Bridge Club.

finds time for
recreation and participates in ski-
ing, tennis, swimming, and sail-
ing. During the summers of 1964
and 1965 he was a camp director
on Cape Cod and last summer he
made a Medicare Survey for an
insurance company. After his
graduation from the College of the
Holy Cross Mr. Tosches plans to
study medicine.

Our Prytanis

Dear Fraternity Mern,liéri,s__:'f=

Once again summer is behind us and we find ourselves back at
school for what I hope shall be a successful year both for the frater-
nity as a whole and for all of our members in particular. ;

Beginning this fall it is my hope that our chapters across the
United States and Canada will apply themselves to developing new
and stimulating ways of involving both the academiec and non-aca-
demic worlds in classical study. It is important that we search out
new methods of expression and new ideas for achieving the aims of

" the fraternity.

With this in mind, I ask that each chapter send to me a list of
all activities which it has conducted in previous years. When all of
these are received, a master sheet will be compiled by the National
Office and be sent to each chapter. This will enable us all to profit
by what some have found successful, and may further stimulate new
ideas. Those of you who have ideas on what projects the fraternity
might embark upon are also asked to forward them to me.

This year at the annual convention all chapters will be asked
to submit a report of their year’s activities. These will then be eval-
uated by a committee and awards will be made to the most active
chapters. It is my hope that this inter-chapter competition will prove
beneficial to us as a group and to the classical movement as a whole.

Please feel free to write to me regarding any problems or ques-
tions which may arise. I shall try and be as helpful as possible.

Best regards for a successful year.

Wirtbea sy /f -7;55){14
WiLtniam A. Toscues
Megas Prytanis

Thirty-Ninth National Convention

The Thirty-ninth
vention of Eta Sigma Phi Frater-
nity will be held on April 7 and 8,

1967, in

National Con- The hosts for the convention will
be the members of Alpha Chi Chap-
ter at Tulane University and Mrs.
Adviser of Alpha Chi

and

New Orleans, Louisiana, Susan Levy,
as was requested by the members of

the Thirty-eighth National

Chapter,
Con-  W.
The convention hotel will
Sheraton-Charles,

near the

Professor Graydon
Regenos, Chairman of the De-
vention. partment of Classical Languages.
Details of the

the delegates to the convention will

be the which is arrangements for

located world-famed

Vieux Carre. be announced later.
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Other Members Of The Grand Executive Council

MEeGAS HyPArcHOS James W.
Brodman, a senior at Canisius

College, Buffalo. New York, holds

a Presidential Scholarship, has
been on the Dean’s List each se-
mester, and ranks third in his
class. His inter-
est in the Clas-
sics dates from

his study of four
of Latin

years
and three years
of Greek at Mec-
Quaid Jesuit
High School in
Rochester, New
York. Although
he has continued to study the
Classic at  Canisius  College, his

major is history. He is Prytanis of
Delta Beta Chapter of Eta Sigma
Phi. President of the
Historical Society., and
of Phi Alpha Theta.
honor society for
tory.

Mr.

to a career in college teaching and

Canisius
a member
the national
students of his-
Brodman is looking forward
attend graduate school.
the
the

University on a

plans to
During

tended

Harvard
ship. A course in the Renaissance,
his special interest along with the
Mediaeval period of European His-
tory, was of particular value to him.

past summer he at-

summer session  of

scholar-

MEeGas GRAMMATEUS  Theodore
A. Berktold, a native of Lake City,
Minnesota, learned to sing Latin
songs in the one-room school near
his father’'s farm, a possession of
his family since it was claimed by

his  great-grand-

father under the

Homestead — Act.

and began his

- studv  of Latin

1 at St. Felix High
— School 1n Wa-

' basha, Minne-
‘ ' sota. where he

was a member of
the National
Honor Society and President of the
Student Council. A senior at St
Mary's College. Winona, Minne-
sota, he is majoring in Classical
Languages and his minor is phi-
losophy. Our Megas Grammateus is
a member of Gamma Lambda
Chapter of Eta Sigma Phi.

Mr. Berktold is enrolled in the
Diocesan Seminary of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Winona and
will attend a graduate school of
Theology for four years. His grade
point average of 3.60 should assure
him success in his future studies.
After ordination and completion of
his formal studies he would like to
teach Classical Languages in one
of the schools of the Diocese.

MEGAs CHRYsOPHYLAX Hartley
Schearer is a Junior at Hampden-
Sydney College, Hampden-Sydney,
Virginia, and he is studying for a
major in Latin and in Greek. He

is  Grammateus of Beta Theta
Chapter of Eta

Sigma Phi. Vice

Q President of the

' H Union - Philan-
.44 thropic Literary

- }‘ﬂ Society, and
spends as much

time as possible

working with the
Campus Chris-
Association.

o
/

VRE

Mr. Schearer's extra-curricular ac-
tivities are numerous since he is
Editor-in-chiel of the HAMPDEN-
SYDNEY MAGAZINE. an Editor
of the KALEIDOSCOPE, the col-
vearbook, and Feature Edi-
TIGER, the campus

lege
tor of the
newspaper.

During the past  summer our
Megas Chrysophylax studied Latin
palaeography on a grant and then
relaxed by playing bridge and ten-
nis, reading, and studying [talian,
as well as working on the revision
of the Eta Sigma Phi ritual. He in-
tends to become a college professor

of Classics.

Awards in 1966 Contests

The following are the winners of
awards in the 1966 Eta Sigma Phi
Contests. The contest winners are
listed below in order for each con-
test. A total of twenty-nine chap-
ters participated in the contests.

Twenty-first Annual FEssay Con-
test (Nine contestants from six
chapters): John A. Druska, Beta
Tau Chapter; Joel Bruce Newhy,
Gamma lota Chapter; John Gar-
field Davis, Gamma Iota Chapter;
Karen L. Tichy, Beta Xi Chapter;
Janis Hoth, Beta Omicron Chap-
ter.

Sixth Annual Greek Prose Com-
position Contest (Two contestants

from two chapters): Margaret El-
len Apperson, Delta Alpha Chap-
ter: Joseph Mondello, Gamma Phi
Chapter.

Annual Greek Trans-
Contest  (Nineteen
twelve chapters): P.
David Kovacs, Alpha Upsilon
Chapter; Lawrence D). Crowson,
Jr., Pi Chapter; A. Dwight Castro,
Alpha Pi Chapter; William E. Hig-
gins, Beta Tau Chapter; Frederick
E. Persiko, Alpha Pi Chapter.

Seventeenth
lation contest-

ants from

Sixteenth Annual Latin Trans-
lation Contest (Sixty-six contest-
ants from twenty-five chapters): P.

David Kovacs,
Chapter: Paul M. Parvis, Alpha
Sigma Chapter; Barbara G. Buck-
man. Beta Rho Chapter: Helen K.
Edmunds, Beta Xi Chapter; A.
Dwight Castro, Alpha Pi Chapter.

Alpha Upsilon

Chapter Foreign Language Cen-
sus: First place was awarded to
Alpha Pi Chapter, Gettysburg Col-
lege, on the record of A. Dwight
Castro. Second place was awarded
to Delta Delta Chapter, University
of Alberta, on the record of Anna
Burko. Third place was awarded to
Beta Tau Chapter, Georgetown
University, on the record of Wil-
liam E. Higgins.

I

Alumni News

Sarah S. Uzzell, Megas Prytanis
last year, is now at Stanford Uni-
versity, working in the Hoover In-
stitution on War, Revolution, and
Peace, after a summer holiday in
Europe. She enjoved Greece and
Athens more than Rome and found
the sites there much more thrilling.

B. Louis Briel, Jr., retiring
Megas Hyparchos, attended the
summer session of the American
Academy in Rome as the Eta

Sigma Phi Scholar and is now be-

ginning graduate study at Har-
vard University on a Woodrow
Wilson National Fellowship. An

account of his summer in Italy will
appear in the January NUNTIUS.

James H. Pace, our Megas
Chrysophylax of 1965-66, has a full
schedule of graduate work in Clas-
sical Languages at Tulane Univer-
sity, where he holds an N. . E. A.
Fellowship. During the summer
months he was employed by the
United States Post Office Depart-
ment and in addition to his regular
duties as mail sorter he sometimes
delivered the mail by bicycle.

Francis M. Lazarus, an alumnus
of Delta Beta Chapter who was our
host at the Thirtv-eighth National
Convention and did so much to
make our visit to Buffalo a suec-
cess, was offered two N. D. E. A,
Fellowships, one to Stanford Uni-
versity and the other to Cornell
University. He chose to attend Cor-

nell and is now studying under
the direction of Professor James
Hutton.

Robert Karl Bohm. our Eta

Sigma Phi Scholar to Rome in 1964
and an alumnus of Muhlenberg
(‘-_olleg(\. is now deaching Classics at
his alma mater and advising Alpha
Rho Chapter of Eta Sigma Phi.
He was graduated from Princeton
Theological Seminary last spring.
I?uring the summer he was an as-
sistant minister at Lansdale, Penn-
sy}vania. and he now is associated
with the work of this Lutheran con-
gregation part time.

fJaSles J. Hessinger, an alumnus
zw elta Beta Cha pter, was
arded a Woodrow Wilson Na-

tional Fellowship.

Et:laudy Seidel, an alumna of Delta
i apter, attended the sum-
Session of the American Acade-

AL &
laxl'rshu: Rome on a Fullbright Scho-

—
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ANNUAL REPORT
ETA SIGMA PHI MEDAL FUND
Cash on hand, August 31, 1965 ... ... $ 139.10
RECEIPTS:
Sale of large silver medals (100 @ $3.75) ... $375.00
Sale 0[: small silver medals (271 @ $1.25) ... .. 338.75
Hg[v of bronze medals (193 @ $1.25) ... ... . 241.95
Discount on Canadian check paid by purchaser... 395
Accounts outstanding paid ... 16.25
Overpayments ... 3.90
Total receipts ... 978.40
Total cash and receipts ... 1117.50
Accounts outstanding ... 33.75
1083.75
DISBURSEMENTS:
Payments to Medallic Art Co. for medals ... $706.00
Postage AL o e e R 11.00
Checks SRS TR 2.00
Discounts on Canadian chec 3.75
Overpayments returned e R S T T 1.50
Transfer to general treasury ... 900.00

Total disbursements 924.25
Cash on hand, August 31, 1966 . ... .. 159.50
INVENTORIES:
Medals in custody of Medallic Art Co. and paid for:
8 large silver medals ... $26.40
25 small silver medals ... 92750
22 bronze medals ... 18.70
72.60
Barbara Payton-Wright. Megas :
Grammateus of 1964-65. was mar- ngh SChOOl
ried on September 10 to Mr. Con- 1
Ead R Akery at Houston, Texas. ConteStS
She is the Executive Secretary to
the world-famous heart specialis Megas  Hyparchos  James W.
Dr. Debakey. Brodman has suggested that the
National Office should coordinate

Eta Sigma Phi
Represented At
Inauguration

Professor Theodore Bedrick, a
member of our Board of Trustees
and Adviser of Gamma Iota Chap-
ter at Wabash College. represented
Eta Sigma Phi as a delegate to the
inauguration of Alan C. Rankin as
the seventh president of Indiana
State University at Terre Haute
on April 14, 1966. Indiana State
University is the home of Gamma
Alpha Chapter of Eta Sigma Phi.
It was an honor to the Fraternity
to be asked to send a delegate to
this inauguration and we are grate-
ful to Professor Bedrick for repre-
senting us.

the activities of the chapters which
conduct high school contests to
cncourage the study of Latin in the
high schools. Requests for informa-
tion concerning the contests con-
ducted by the various chapters are
received frequently. In compliance
with  Mr. Brodman's suggestion
chapter requested to
supply the National Office with in-
formation concerning the tests
given, including types of tests,
sample effectiveness of

officers are

questions,
and any other information
might be helpful to other
The Eta Sigma Phi
medals may also be used to en-
courage the study of Latin in high
schools and chapters should award
these in local schools.

tests,
which
chapters.
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From Your Editor...

Your editor and executive sec-
retary wishes to express publicly his
appreciation to Professor Gertrude
Ewing of Gamma Alpha Chapter,
Indiana State University, for her
service on the Board of Trustees of
Eta Sigma Phi Fraternity. Profes-
sor Ewing retired at the last na-
tional convention after serving
three terms. She attended every
national convention during her
tenure on the Board of Trustees
and each time brought several
members of her chapter, and she
was a faithful attendant at meet-
ings prior to the beginning of her
official service to the Fraternity.
The Members of Eta Sigma Phi
and the National Office are in
deep debt to Professor Ewing for
her valuable advice and loyal sup-
port during the years as well as
for her generosity to the Endow-
ment Fund. At all times since she
became a member of Eta Sigma
Phi when the chapters o_f Sigma
Pi Rho were welcomed into our
Fraternity our members have
learned to turn to Professor Ewing
for advice and assistance, for they

35204

know that she will be ready and
able to give the leadership which
is needed. It is a pleasure to re-
port that she will continue to ad-
vise Gamma Alpha Chapter and
we look forward to working with
her and visiting with her at con-
ventions.

It is not possible for NUNTIUS
to recognize all of its faculty mem-
bers at their retirement from ac-
tive teaching but your editor
wishes to express his appreciation
to two who retired this year.

Professor John G. Glenn retired
as Chairman of the Department
of Classics at Gettysburg College
at the end of the last academic
year. He was the Ad\fiaer and
guiding spirit of Alpha Pi Chapter
for many years and under his
leadership Alpha Pi has always
been a strong and effective chap-
ter. Professor Glenn was S0 CO-
operative at all times that_ your
editor wishes to express his ap-
preciation for this above all else.
It is good to know that Professor
Glenn will continue to hye in
Gettysburg and participate in the

activities of Alpha Pi Chapter.

Professor Lillian B. Lawler hag
retired a second time. It is dif.
ficult to think of Kta Sigma Phj
without Professor Lawler as one
of its advisers, for she has been
a leader of the Fraternity from its
earliest vyears. She was the Ad-
viser of Alpha Theta Chapter at
Hunter College before her retire-

ment from that institution, and
very soon she was the Adviser of
Epsilon Chapter, for when she
returned to her home in Iowa

(City, she was asked to become a
member of the Department of
Classics at the University of lowa
again and the leader of Epsilon
Chapter. We hope that her pres-
ent retirement will also be short
and that we may soon list her as
the Adviser of another chapter.
Profsesor Lawler has recently pub-
lished two books in her field of
special interest, THE DANCE IN

ANCIENT GREECE and THE
DANCE OF THE ANCIENT
GREEK THEATRE.
Omnes vobis maximas gratias
agimus et habemus.

NEW ADVISERS

It is a pleasure to introduce
and welcome the following new
advisers who have recently been

reported to the National Office as
members of our collegium sua-
sorum:

Professor Harry A. Hultgren has
returned as Adviser of Gamma
Chapter since Professor Llovd
Urdahl has moved to Alfred Uni-
versity.

Professor Oscar E. Nybakken.
Chairman of our Board of Trus-
tees, will again advise Epsilon
Chapter since Professor Lawler
has retired.

Professor J. W. Jones, Jr., has

been appointed Adviser of Omega
Chapter by Professor George .J.
Ryan, Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Classics.

Professor Edna S. deAngeli has
been announced as the new Ad-
viser of Alpha Epsilon Chapter by
Professor  Joseph A. Maurer
Chairman of the Department o
Classical Languages,

Professor Ruth Pavlantos suc
ceeded ) Professor John G. Glenf
as Chairman of the Department ¢

(continued on page 8)
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Delta Mu

Quadrangle at Illinois State University showing, left to right,
Fell Hall, Cook Hall, and Edwards Hall (Foreign Languages)

Photograph Courtesy of Illinois State University Photographic Service

Deita Mu Chapter of Eta Sigma
Phi was installed at Illinois State
University at
1965. The
held in the

Hall, was conducted

Normal on Mayv 4,
installation ceremony,
lounge of Fairchild
by members

of Gamma Omicron Chapter at
Monmouth College under the lead-
ership of Professor Bernice Fox,
Adviser of that chapter, and Pro-
fessor

Harold Chairman

Ralston,
of the Department of Classics at
Monmouth  College. The new
Eta Phi and
their guests from Gamma Omicron
Chapter
Teception
tion.

members of Sigma

were entertained at a

the

charter

following installa-

Twenty-nine mem-

bers :
and five honorary members

Were init; :
tere Initiated into the new chap-
: 91
The honorary members are

::;l Arlan (. Helgeson of the
sfuate School, De
of the

an Francis B.

Undergraduate

e

School, and Professor Henry R.
Manahan, Professor Helen Chiles.
William N. Ken-

nedy of the Department of Latin.

and Professor

Delta Mu Chapter was organ-
the Latin Club which
was founded in 1920. Membership
in the Club grew from nine in its
first wvear to
the that it was replaced by
the Eta Sigma Phi Chapter. Much
of the work of establishing Delta
Mu by Miss
Carol the
Latin Club, and Professor William
N. Kennedy.

ized from

over twenty-five at

time

Chapter

was  done

Hervatic, Secretary of

State
the

of Illinois at Normal. which. with
its

Illinois
at

University is lo-

cated geographical center

twin city of Bloomington,
makes up a metropolis of over fifty
thousand The University,

1857, is the oldest

people.
founded in

5

OUR NEW CHAPTERS

state-supported institution of high-

er learning in the state and the

second oldest teacher training
school  west  of the Allegheny
Mountains. A four-year college

program, leading to the Bachelor
Education degree,
1907. In 1943
the University established a five-
vear the
gree Master of Science in Educa-
tion, 1962 it was autho-
rized to grant degrees of Bachelor

of Arts, Bachelor of Science., Mas-

of Science in
was inaugurated in
program

leading to de-

and in

ter of Arts and Master of Science.
Six-year programs and the Ph. D.

degree

were approved for some
fields. Now., in 1966, it has been
changed from a teacher-training

college to a multipurpose institu-

tion. The student enrollment is
about eighty-six hundred and the
taculty numbers  approximately

seven hundred, forty per cent of

whom have carned doctorate de-

grees.

When the new chapter was in-
stalled, Hart

was

Nancy was chosen

as Prytanis and assisted by
Hyparchos Gerald Day and Gram-
Hervatic. Delta Mu
the leadership
Richards, Hy-
Johnson, Gramma-
Barke
Richard

Professor William

Carol
Chapter is

mateus
under
of Prytanis Susan
(Carol

Beverly

parchos
teus and Chryso-
this
N. Ken-

nedy is the Adviser of the chapter.

phylax Rundquist

year.

(Material for the above article was

furnished by the chapter under

its 1965 Prytanis Gerald Day and

the history was taken from the
undergraduate catalogue of the
University, according to the

writer. )



The poem printed below, “The
Birth of the Bacchae,” won the
Third Prize in the Annual Essay
Contest for 1966 in which the topic

was “FEuripides’ Tragic Concep-
tion of Man's Irrationality.” It is
printed here because of its un-

usual form and because of a desire
to publish the literary efforts of
our members. The essay which won
First Prize will be published in the January issue, as
is the usual practice.

The Birth of

by

NUNTIUS

John Garfield Davis, author of ““The Birth of the
Bacchae,” is a student at Wabash College and a mem.
ber of Gamma Iota Chapter. He is [rom Barringlon,
Illinois, and is in his senior vear. Following a vears
study abroad, four months of which were al the Goethe
Institute, he became a German major. Mr. Davis says
that he is an acolyte in the Episcopal Church, collects,
among other things, Russian classical music, butter.
flies, and ideas, likes dogs, speed and night, and dis-
likes cats, stagnancy, and daytime. He claims athletic
prowess in skiing, and enjoys reading po.err_\ﬂ, philoso-
phy, Winnie the Pooh, and Time magazine.

the Bacchae

JOHN GARFIELD DAVIS

Who is this man that dares to censure Gods?

Who lives today, a remnant of the past

And reigns supreme on Hades” hallowed chair

As patron saint of life’s absurdity?

Who is this bold defier of the rule 5
Which starves the mind to save the sacred fool;
By close examination of life’s essence
Determines what the price of wisdom be.

Yet if he struggled hard in his own life

His name will testify to further strife

Which marks his gravestone with unending odes
Of disconnected dithyrambic modes!

10

Screaming, blatant critics—
Thesmophoria!
Thesmophoria!

Hater of women!
“Dreariest of poets”
“Clumsiest botcher™
Ranae, Ranae

Add to these infamous laurels

A conciliatory note,

That you, Euripides,

Are “the most tragic of all poets.”

20

Your life reflects your tragedy —
A lowly birth;
An exiled death;
Oh, wanton wife!
Oh, motley mother
And forsaken friends!
“Berekekekee, coax, coax!”
Come save your name, Euripides,
By a play of retribution.
So, soon another song is sung—
“Auf den Knien” critizieren.

30

Make tragic consequence of comedy. 35

Through ridicule and cold disaster give
Your adversaries food for thought!
Do not resemble chattering Agathon,

But fashion clearly Archelaus to please
And Socrates’ good council do not lose!
As for those simple souls you oft’ portray,
Touch lightly thereupon, and don’t display
That tendency for structural discord.

Yet satiate your strident will to scold

That haughty female disregard for man.
And thus seek just retort by staging well

A “Thesmophoria” of your design

Which will bring tears, though not your bones
to Athens.

40

But deep beneath these superficial aims,

You must give purpose to your lyric words.

A piercing ray must penetrate their minds

To teach the lessons you've derived from life

Drive deep your dagger in the heedless soul

Who “scorns the unknown Powers”; for they “will
Not let this hubris go unpunished”: free

Of well deserved, painful suffering.

Draw wine-red blood from eyes that do not see:
“The only wisdom is humility”

That comes when man “submits to griefless life”
Which quick “will teach him moderation’s” laws! 60
Blind virtue is a reckless path which leads

Through twisted ways to willful tragedy.

55

So purpose now, brave poet, you've assigned;
Whose portrait will you chose for this design?
Ah, yes! Fine choice the city Thebes will be;
For long ago they exiled men and taught

A mortal lesson of immortal powers.

The characters will fit your personal scheme,
Which calls for harmony and silent hues

Of men and women, and of age and youth.
The Bacchic legend would all parties suit:
Adopted maenads and ubiquitous Death
Though Ranae will resist with bubbling noise,
Proud Zuexis will your lyric paintings hail

To Hades! ancient order; tragic form;

The end is near and nothingness beyond!

65

70

see it now!
From latent quill
To Vibl’ﬂnt life—
Arise!
The muted Chorus begins to chant —
Higher!

The tension mounts to Bolero's height and —

Higher!
The colors speak and lyrics move—

3 This is a perversion of Aristophanes’ Ranae, which
ultimately seals Aeschylus upon the tragedian's throne
in the house of Hades.

4 See Corrigan, Robert W., Euripides (New York.
1965), 7: “The final meaning of many of the plays
written by the world’s first ‘absurdist’ playwright,
Euripides” is the futility of life and the absurdity of
the human condition. At length T must also subseribe
to this view. even in the light of conflieting ideas. e. g.
Verrall, Norwood, Grube,

8 See Grube, G. M. A, The Drama of Euripides ( New
York, 1941), 6: “All our sources agree in depieting him
(BEuripides) as melancholy, unsociable, gloomy and
meditative.” Also Decharme, Paul, Euripides and the
Spirit of His Dramas (New York, 1906), “He (urip-
ides), belongs to the race of those who take life serious-
ly: who have had too close a view of it to find it satis
factory, and have suffered,”

14 Thesmophoria is  the scene of Aristophanes’
Thesmophoriazusae which Euripides in every
sort of rediculous situation. I consider the parallels he-
tween this play and the Bacchae to be of some signifi-
cance. It mocks. quite specifically, Euripides’ anti-
pathy for women and utilizes the female disguise for
secrel entrance to a purely [emale function. Since this
was a pre-Bacchae comedy, Euripides may have scen
the parallels and paid them spiteful consideration.

places

16 This alludes also to the criticism of Aristo-
phanes. As a point of historical reference, his rela-
tionships with two wives were discordant enough to
effect such an aversion. See Decharme, op. cil. 8.

17 Cf. Swinburne's “Some of the shorter and sim
pler lyrics redeem: in some measure his (Euripides’)
reputation of the drearicst of poets,” quoted by Nor-
wood, Gilbert, Essavs on Greek Drama (London, 1958),

18 CI. Headlam's ** . . . Buripides, who sneers at him
(Aeschylus), is himselt the clumsiest botcher in com-
parison.” quoted Norwood. Fssavs, 1.

23 See Aristotle. Poetics  1453: “And Euripides,
though he does not construct his plays well in other
respects, does in fact appear to us as the most tragic
of all the poets.” Tt is only fair to add that Aristotle
1s also highly critical of Euripides’ poetie structure and
too frequent utilization of the deus ex machina.

25 ,Al'istophanm refers to the low station of Eurip-

’des_ mother in four different plays:  Acharnians,

K"lgflls._Thesmophmiazuxure. and Ranae, but other

;‘t‘ofm'matlon“ would tend to exclude this hall of the

nutryi):. g “As a considerable collection of buuk:‘-}-uuld

i halmide without very greal expense, Euripides
ve "belunged to a family of comfortable cir-
Ces, harme, op. eit., 3.

Ma“& . fpides spent his  last days in distant
o "-ﬂkl’lDWn fact, but the reasons for his
Bacchqe eXlle are vague. Sandys. Jol ey TH
EdE e gue. Sandys, John F., The
ﬁmaﬂf Uripides (Lc‘J‘ndun‘ 1885 ), xxxiii, says that
't :rinf ddome&tic discomfort,” the un-
“ end, Socrates,” and the wife of

M drove him to Macedonia.
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Higher!

Suddenly —
Stillness!

80

Silence!
Thesmophoria!

The deadly passion

Of suckled breasts

Takes toll for tortures

NOTES

(References are to lines of poem)

27 Euripides” first wife, Melito, supposedly was
seduced by his servant-friend Cephisophon, Aristo-
phanes chides Buripides with reference to this in
Ranae 944, His second wife, Choerile. was a noted
adultress, with which the name became synonymous,
of. Decharme, op. cit, 8.

29 See notes o lines 26 and 27,

30 These are the sounds of the annoying frogs as
translated by W. J.  Hickic

34 Cf. Goethe, quoted by Norwood, Essavs, 1: “Wenn
ein moderner Mensch  wie  Schlegel an einem  so
grossen Alten Fehler zu rugen hatte, so sollte es billig
nicht anders geschehen als auf den Knien”

35 This alludes both to the parody theory. i. e. along
the lines of Aristophancs’ Thesmophoriazusae, and to
the comic appearance of Cadmus, Tiresias, and Pen-
theus before the tragic conscquences,

38 “These (Agathon and his prototypes) are small
ry, and chatterboxes, twittering places of the swal-
lows.” disgraces to the Art . . . " Rgnae, 92-97, But-
translation. Agathon great admirer of
Euripides, who followed him to Macedonia, and was
considered a line poet, by Aristotle.

cher's wWas o

oven
39 Archelaus Euripides’ pleasing patron and

king of Macedonia; out of gratitude the Bacchae was
originally entitled Archelaus.

was

40 Socrates was, it seems, a close friend of Euripides,
and it seems to this writer that the latter must have
been influenced by such a prodigious mind. In Plato’s
Gorgins Socrates says: “Yes, according to my views,
Polus, the man or woman who is gentle and good. |
say is happy. and one that is unjust and wicked is
miserable,” Sandys, op. et xxxiv.

42 There is a conspicuons lack of servant-types in
the Baecchae, which Euripides had previously utilized
so freely and novelly. Some would assert that Tiresias
fits this role, but the seer is a common figure in Greek
tragedy.

43 Euripides’ lack of structural unity and order has
been one of his greatest eriticisms. That he had some
eighty-nine hasty productions may in some way ac-
count for this. The continuity in the Bacehae is, at
any rate, remarkable.

45 See notes to lines 16 and 27. Furipides does not
compromise this attitude in the Bacchae.

18 The death of FEuripides was greatly mourned in
Athens, “the aged Sophocles clother himself in black.”
His fame had certainly been enhanced by his exile.
Cf. Decharme, op. cit, 12 f. He became the most
quoted, most read poet of contemporary Greece. The
citizens pleaded for his bones, but in vain, because he
had been seeretly buried in Macedonia. At any rate,
“an inscription, attributed to Thucydides, recalled
that if the carth of Macedonia held the hones of
Euripides, ‘all Greeee was his tomb.” " Decharme, ap.
ot 13,

a4 Corrigan’s translation, speech of Cadmus. (p. 219)

Of the womb! !

55 Corrigan’s translation;

186)

speech of  Dionysus. (p.

56 This does not refer to Pentheus, who never really
suffered.

58 This. the Messenger, and the quotation from the
Chorus in the following line, are Corrigan's. (p. 210)
60  Corrigan’s  translation of Phaedra's
Hippolvius, (p. 98)

speech in

62 This alludes to the death-wish which seems to
permeatle the tragic characters of Pentheus. Cadmus,
and Agave. This is the final escape from the absur-
dities of life.

65 The cily of Thebes, it must be recognized, is a

primary recipient of the tragedy. The people there
have suffered inestimable loss through their excesses.

Athens, T feel. is here the primary target.

66 At the end of the play not only are Cadmus and
Agave exiled in shame but there are no men left on
the stage—the eity has been taken over by women!
Lysistrata now rings a lamiliar note! Tt is to be re
membered that the tragic figure Oedipus was also
exiled from Thebes.

68 Another theory of mine. Since BEuripides probably

suffered  that conspicuous characteristic of old age
(the close internal relationship  between  soul and
mind), and beecause senility was a  legal charge

against an elder; the Bacchae as a result is a very
personal drama in which the author is very con-
spicuous, the characters being either real figures or
specific archetypes,

70 Following the previous hypothesis I can not help
thinking that Pentheus represents the daring Eurip-
ides of an carlier age and Cadmus the suffering
Euripides who has lost all that was dear to him. but
gained an enlightened understanding of life’'s essence.
Tiresias, then, becomes the synthesis, and his prophetic
injections  sustain  a  correlative  irrationality: super-
human in nature, which makes no distinction between
old age and youth,

72 This refers to the prevalence of the Baechie cult
and followers in his adopted home of Macedonia.

74 *“The patron poet of the Raecchae may have had
his walls adorned with those pendant grapes, in paint-
ing which, according to the familiar story, Zeuxis
was unrivalled.” Sandys, op. ¢ll. xxxvi. Zeuxis was
also the palace painter of Archelaus.

75 Many critics feel that Euripides never really
found the proper medium of expression; “he (Eurip-
ides) clearly saw that the inherited forms of tragedy
had little or no relevance to the world in which he
lived.” Corrigan, op. eil., 11

76 This notation is put here to explain that I also
have reached the end with no specific conclusion. The
absence of meaty objective comment is due largely to
the same futility Euripides encountered in life; for I
have encountered it in studying Euripides. He seems
to have struggled interminably with reality and found
it penultimately incomprehensible—certainly a wvalid
conclusion in any age.
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NEW ADVISERS— (continued from page 4)

Classics at Gettysburg College and
will advise Alpha Pi Chapter.

Mr. Robert Karl Bohm is the
adviser of Alpha Rho Chapter
since Professor Anna Motto has
become a member of the Depart-
ment of Classics of St. John's Uni-
versity.

Mr. Richard Hebein will  re-
place the Reverend Francis L
Guentner, 8. J. as
Beta Zeta Chapter. since
Guentner’s duties now make it im
possible for him to continue {o ad-
vise the chapter.

Adviser of
Father

Mr. Daniel Scavone is serving
as Adviser of Beta Xi Chapter this
vear while Sister Marie Aquinas
is spending the year in Jerusalem.

Professor Allan 1J. Wooley has
become the new Adviser of Beta
Rho Chapter since Professor James
N. Settle has gone to the ACLS in
New York.

Professor Patrick Henry will ad-
vise Beta Tau Chapter since Pro-
fessor John J. Peradotto has ac-
cepted a position at the University
of New York at Buffalo.

Mr. Richard Caldwell has been

appointed  Adviser  of  Gammg
Lambda Chapter by the Revereng
Robert H. Taylor, who is noy
Chairman of the Department of
Classics at St. Mary's College.

Mr. David B. Dietz has been
announced as the Adviser of Delta

Beta Chapter in place of Mz,
Philip F. Wooby, who has accepted
a position at the University of
Puerto Rico.

Sister M. Jordan has become the
Adviser of Delta lota Chapter to
relieve  Sister M. Bede Donelan
of some of her many duties.
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AGENDA

SCHOLARSHIPS. Applications
for the Eta Sigma Phi Scholar-
ships to study at the American
School of Classical Studies at
Athens and the American Acad-
emy in Rome must reach Pro-
fessor William H. Willis at Duke

University by January 31, 1967.
Graduating seniors and alumni
who have received their degrees

since 1962 and have not yet re-
ceived the Ph.D. and are interested
in teaching Latin and/or Greek
or are now teaching are eligible.
The Committee wishes to remind
you that those who have applied in
the past and did not receive a
scholarship should apply again if
they are still interested. Each
scholarship pays full expenses
while at the school but does not
pay transportation to Rome or
Athens. Most graduate schools will
allow up to six hours of credit for
work in the summer sessions. Ap-
plication blanks have been sup-
plied to each adviser and addition-
al ones may be obtained from the
Executive Secretary.

CONTESTS. February 10, 1967,
is the deadlin for informing the
National Office of your intentions
to take part in the Eta Sigma Phi
Contests, which are explained in
full on page 10 of this issue. You
will observe that there are two
new contests this year, a Latin
Prose Composition Contest and
an additional essay contest which

has as its topic “Ten Essential
Books for a Classicist's Library
and Why These Are Chosen.”

Members of Eta Sigma Phi and
students in classes at colleges
znd txl:l'u'ver:-;iLies*. where there are
o 12 al‘sdof Eta .S_igma ‘Phi are eli-
Courag: your editor .W.lshl‘!-; t_() en-
1 oneYOU to participate in at
of the contest.
(Continyed on page 13)

Forum Romanum, photograph by H. R. Butts

ROME, 1966

B. Louis BRrIEL, Jr.
ta Sigma Phi Scholar
American Academy in Rome, 1966

Writing a report on a summer
of study in Rome is quite a difficult
task, for it is a near impossibility
to describe  properly such an ex-
perience in words. A visit to Rome
(s an unparalleled opportunity for
the voung Classicist, for only by
visual, mental, and spiritual con-
templation of the artifacts in Rome
can he truly appreciate the great-
ness of the heritage which we have
been bequeathed by the Romans. Let
me simply sav that this past sum-
mer was the most meaningful ex-
perience of my life, and for this op-
portunity I heartilyv thank Eta
Sigma Phi. In this report. therefore,
I shall not attempt lo provide the
reader with a resume of my ex-
periences, but shall discuss at some
length my feelings about a contro-

versy raging in Rome during the
summer.
During the past summer an

article appeared in the Rome Daily
American in which a young ‘beat
poet proposed a suggestion for cur-

ing all the ills of Rome as a city.
The name of this young poet would
he recognized by few and probably
deserves notice by even fewer, but
his proposal is so abhorrent to
educated Romans and Americans
that it merits only a solid refuta-
tion. This young man is of the be-
lief that Rome as a modern city
is doomed because, as he opines,
its heart is dying or already dead.
He continued with a suggestion
that the proper method of remedy-
ing such a situation would be to
erase most of the ancient city from

the map and begin anew. His
proposal was in fact to plow under
everything Classical, everything
Medieval, everything from the

Renaissance, including St. Peter’s,
and leave standing only the monu-
ment to Victor Emmanuel II, that
gigantic hunk of marble to which
the Romans give the playful ap-
pellation ‘the birthday cake.’

As a Classicist and one who has
just completed the rewarding ex-

(Continued on page 14)
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ETA SIGMA PHI CONTESTS

Eta Sigma Phi Fraternity announces the following contests for 1966-1967:

1) TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ESSAY
CONTEST

Subject: “The Spirit of Ovid's Aeneid ( Meta-
morphoses XII-XV)”

. AII papers must be original. Format, mode of
citation, and the like, must be uniform within the
paper and quotations must be duly credited. Entries
must be typewritten, in double space, on one side

only of letter-size typewriting paper. The maximum
length is 2250 words.

2) EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL GREEK
TRANSLATION CONTEST

This contest will consist of the sight transla-
tion of a passage in Greek which is consi-dered with-
in the comprehension of students in the second year
or above of the study of Greek

3) SEVENTEENTH ANNUAIL LATIN
TRANSLATION CONTEST

_ This contest will consist of the sight transla-
tion of a passage in Latin chosen in reference to
Estudents who have had two or more yvears of Latin
in high school (or the equivalent in college) and at
least one or more semesters in college. -

4) SEVENTH ANNUAL GREEK PROSE
COMPOSITION CONTEST

This contest will consist of the translation of
a passage of English into Greek. This contest is in-
tended for advanced students of Greek who are in
their third or fourth year of college Greek.

5) FIRST ANNUAL LATIN PROSE
COMPOSITION CONTEST

This contest will consist of the translation of
a passage of English into Latin. This contest is in-
tended for advanced students of Latin who are in
their third or fourth year of college Latin.

6) SPECIAL ESSAY CONTEST

Subject: “Ten Essential Books for a Classicist’s
Library and Why These Are Chosen’

The requirements for this essay are the same as
those for 1) Twenty-second Annual Essay Contest.

ELIGIBILITY: The above contests are open g

to students in classes in Greek and/or Latin in :l‘l
leges and universities which have active chz:npterqol
Eta Sigma Phi Fraternity. 3

Written notice of a desire to participate, pog
marked not later than February 10, 1967, must |
sent to the Executive Secretary. Materials for -Con'
te:sts fTwo, Three, Four, and Five will be mailed }
h_1m in time for the contests to be administerg
simultaneously in all competing schools. Conteg
papers in all of the above contests are to be f'o;.
warded to the Executive Secretary and must b
postmarked not later than March 1, 1967. Each
paper must be accompanied by an identificatior;
page, which will be supplied in advance of the con.
test. There is a limit of three papers from any one
school’ in contests One, Two, and Three.

Prizes in contests one through five are as fol.
llowsz first, $50.00; second, $35.00; third, $25.00:
fourth, $17.50; fifth, $12.50. In contest six the prizer;
are: first, $25.00: second, $15.00; third, $10.00. Ilf
less than five schools present entries in any one

corlltest, no more than three awards will be made in
this contest.

Decision as to place in the various contests will
he' made by a Board of Judges from chapters in the
Milwaukee Area, who will identify the papers by
code designation only. )

7) CHAPTER FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENSUS

This contest will consist of a report of foreign
language credita- held by college undergraduates in
Greek, Latin, Sanskirt, French, German, Hebrew
and other foreign languages. Credit in courses in‘
which the contestant is enrolled at the time of exe-
cuting the contest blank should be included. No
more than sixty hours of credit in one language will

be considered in arriving at the total points. This -

contest_is among the chapters of Eta Sigma Phi
Fraternity and reports will be accepted only from
college undergraduates who are chapter members
and are attending the college or university to which
the chapter belongs. Only one award will be made
to any one chapter. The prize for the chapter re-
I_)Ortmg a student with the highest number of points
15 $25.00; second highest, $15.00: third highest,
$10.00. An official contest blank must be used in én-
tering this contest.

Address all Communications to the Executive
Secretary. '

prize Winning Essay,
Twet y-First Annual

Essay Contest

Buripides’ Portrayal
of Man’s Irrationality

by
JoHN A. DRUSKA

John A. Druska,
a senior at George-
town University
and a member of
Beta Tau Chapter
of Eta Sigma Phi,
is a native of
Chicago, where he
attended St.
Roman School and
St. Ignatius High School. His major
is Classics and one of his chief in-
terests is crealive writing, in which
field he may do his graduate work.
He has contributed a number of
stories and poems to the Georgetown
literary magazine and last summer
he attended a Writers' Conference on
a scholarship. He is Editor-in-chief
of THE HOYA, the school news-
paper, co-Editor of STIMULUS, a
magazine of opinion published by
the colleges and universities in the
Washington area, and President of
the Georgetown Film Society. Dur-
ing his life Mr. Druska has been a
private tutor, a short-order cook,
and played softball in a Chicago
park league, but he has in mind the
teaching of English in high school
as his vocation. He was elected to
Phi Beta Kappa last spring. This
essay is being published also in
VIEWPOINT, a Georgetown publi-
cation devoted to critical articles in
the humanities.

Pentheus, in the Bacchae, dares
to challenge a god. Dionysus an-
swers him: “You do not know/ the
limits of your strength. You do
not know, what you do. You do
not know who you are.” (505-507;
all quotations are from Greene,
David, and Lattimore, Richmond,
The Complete Greek Tragedies, Voll.
III and 1V, Chicago, 1958-1959).
Inﬂamed with curiosity, the king
21)195 on the bacchae and is dis-
SgV?red. As Agave later bears her

ons head, impaled on a thyrsus,
w};‘fl‘;o Thebes, it is all too clear
he 35 'Fntheps’ limits are, and who
pﬁce‘of}llaei king is a man._and the

. s life, as Hecuba's chorus

v eath.
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Euripides marks the limits of
man’s action both precisely and
terrifyingly. He telescopes his char-
acters as individuals bound in
tense circumstances, yet at the
same time undercuts their stature
by the very necessity to which they
must answer while alive.

His men constantly assert a
given fate: from the chorus in
Alcestis (“You must endure what
the god gives,” 1071) to the close
of the Bacchae (“But god has
found his way/ for what no man
expected,” 1391 f). More often
than not, this order apparently
compels to doom, demands the
sacrifice of good, and burdens man
with untold evils. Men, who try
to view order through the action of
their gods, thus tend to question
the gods’ wvalidity in bad fortune,
and to praise and uphold the di-
vinities when luck goes their way.

The latter is not usually the
case for long, since “Luck pirou-
ettes” (Heracleidae 611). As a re-
sult, Hecuba can say: “The incon-
sistent gods make chaos of our
lives” (Hecuba 958). Heracles says
he can not believe in the gods if
they are as flawed as humans. And
Hecuba again, this time in the
Trojan Women (1240), cries: “The
gods meant nothing except to
make life hard for me.”

A god often appears unjust, as
Apollo in the JTon, or Aphrodite in
the Hippolytus. A god confuses,
confounds, thwarts human pur-
poses. Electra complains: “Not one
god has heard/ my helpless cry or
watched of old/ over my helpless
father” (Electra 199-201). And she
concludes: “Never believe in god/
again if evil can still triump over
good” (583 f). The relation be-
tween man and the ultimate or-
der—god, through the particular
gods, becomes increasingly more
unsure and opaque. “What is god,
what is not god, what is between
man/ and god, who shall say?
Say he has found/ the remote way
to the absolute . . .” (Helen, 1137-
1139).

Their conception of the gods,
Furipides suggests, is the link men
forge — by means of prophecy,
oracle, myth—between themselves
and whatever final order limits
their lives. And, in the course of
his work, the playwright indicates
that the link is made of sand, that
true communication between man
and god, man’'s attempt to per-
ceive the order of the cosmos, ends
only in uncertainty. An angry
Menelaus rejects prophecy in
Iphigenia in Aulis, and Achilles
afterwards credits all of the proph-

11

ets’ successes to luck. Struck to the
quick by fate, men doubt; their
fortune reversed, they assent to
the gods. In either case, limit re-
defines itself. True order, if indeed
such exists, stays hopelessly be-
yvond, in cosmic silence.

Left but with his life, and the
sometimes assistance of what he
calls gods, man’s lot is “the pain
of being’'’ (Suppliant Women,
1005). Macaria yields her life in
the Heracleidae, and with it, she
believes, her suffering (592-596):

Afterward: is there

An afterward? 1 hope not. If
there’s then

No end to all our troubles,
where do we

Go from there—since death it-
self, they say

Supplies the cure for every-
thing that ails?

But whether one views death as
the required sacrifice or, as Electra
in the Orestes, an end to be
avoided as long as possible, it re-
mains, in cold fact, the period to
man’s existence as he understands
it.

Euripides’ men, as they grapple
with the stuff of their being; exist
as center points in a profound ten-
sion between, first, life and death;
and secondly, the disorder of life
with its own limits on earth, and
an assumed order of necessity that
decrees life to continue, even as
men die, in a certain but invisible
pattern. It is this ambiguity in
man's existence, the painful am-
bivalence of mind and body within
him, that strikes the keynote to
Euripides’ portrayal of man’s ir-
rationality.

Man knows he will die, but his
life is the violent experience of
who he is alive. That living men
desire clarity, that they burrow
a path which is compelled but
which they wish to make their
own, is the heart of their irrational-
ity, the enigma of the human
heart.

Myth serves as the author’s
backdrop for his characters’ action.
However, it doesn’t order what
must happen. It prepares. What
follows, Medea’'s killing or Orestes’
revenge, is an act of the individual,
of a man. If this action usually
seethes with the unexpected, that
is only because of who man is.

Heracles returns home to con-
quer Lycus and save his family.
Before his arrival, Megara de-
spairs and surrenders to necessity:
“No man alive can budge neces-
sity” (Heracles 311). Amphitryon
urges hope, but all seems lost until







