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An Open Letter From H. Lee Perklns

Megas Prytanis H. Lee Perkins is a
senior majoring in Classics at Hampden-
Sydney College. The Fraternity’s Megas
Hyparchos last year, he is a member of
Beta Theta chapter, which he now serves
1s Prytanis. He is also a member of Phi
Beta Kappa, Pi Delta Epsilon (national
ionorary journalistic fraternity), and
Sigma Upsilon (national honorary literary
‘raternity).

Lee’s other activities include acting
1s business manager and member of the
iterary staff of the Garnef, Hampden-
Sydney’s literary magazine, and member-
ship in the Glee Club. He was awarded
'he David C. Wilson Greek Prize, given
innually to a student at Hampden-
Sydney. Lee hopes to someday teach on
he college level.

All the members of the Executive
Jouncil are vitally interested in the Fra-
ernity’s future and, with Lee as a leader,
should accomplish much.

; chss&cal s:tudents S

pmgrams which will benefit the cause of classical endeavor. I am looking

Note: The application date for Sum-
mer Scholarship application has been
advanced to November 15. Be sure to get
your application in on time. See page 8
for details.

- A recent report has shown that since 1965 “there has been an overall

decium of '38% in enrollthent in Latin and Greek classes throughout the -

country. It appears that if this trend continues, classical studies will be

~ phased out of the academic programs of most colleges. This unfortunate el

event could, indeed, happen in the very near future. Already, in many

colieges a person majoring in either Greek or Latin can expect to attend

~ advanced classes composed of only three or four students. It may be true

that these small classes provide an ideal learning situation, but they are,

nevetthzless a dangerous luxury, for college administrators in increasing

‘numbers have become unwilling to allow Latin and Greek courses with .

such small enrollments to be taught. Amid these unfavorable conditions,

every member of Eta Sigma Phi should take seriously his promise “to
encourage classical scholarship, to enhance the appreciation of Greek
te good will and. friendshlp among e

- and Roman cultures, and to pr

*I‘hem are many ways & local ¢

to spe'a& to ﬂw studéﬂt ‘body of f;helr eoliege Some chapters have pro-

moted well-organized meetings to which they have invited members of
_ chapters from other csileges And, of course, many of our actlve chapters

have spensoped programs and cantests in secondary schools. ~

-One of the goais of the present national officers is to form a com-
‘mittee which will attempt to locate colleges with classical departments
- that do not have a chapter of Eta Sigma Phi. These colleges will be sent

- letters informing them of the fraternity chapter admission requirements.

 We hope that this procedure will add more dedicated members to the -
fraternity. Another project of your national officers will be a revision of
the fraternity’s constitution, which. wﬂl allow the orgamzatmn to act much.

~more efficiently and quickly. If you have any advice concerning these

goais or other matters which should be- brought to the attention of the
4 exécutlwe cout cll please do not hesitate to contact any af the national .

Qfﬁcers A ; Bt
Eo ok *’i"tw is the -‘hope of the executiv council that there wﬂl he a vnder e
partmpatzo in “the fraternity’s contests and scholarship programs. In .

addition, we ‘cannot stress too ‘much the lmportanee Gf regular contrxbm o

twm to the szdowm»ent i“um‘i. s .. :
i h@pe ‘that each of you will have a successful year ‘in caﬂying out

férward to seeing all of oux chapters represented at our natmnat conven-
- tion md;hg sprmg Ny

Sincére}y" yours,
SR Lee Perkins
. Megas Prytanis
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From the Secretary’s Desk

The 43rd National Convention will
be held March 26 and 27, 1971 in St.
Louis, Missouri at the invitation of Beta
Zeta Chapter at St. Louis University.
Further details will appear in the next
issue of Nuntius. Begin now to plan to
come and to have one (or more) of your
members run for national office. It’s your
Fraternity—Be Active!

Please return the Annual Question-
naire as soon as possible. A new part has
been added. In an effort to keep in con-
tact with our graduates, we are asking for
the addresses of graduating members. May
we ask chapter secretaries to be very care-
ful in spelling the names of new initiates.
A mistake means a new certificate and
unnecessary expense.

New Address for
Medal Orders

Your attention is invited to the
annual report of the Medal Fund which
appears in this issue of NUNTIUS. You
will notice that the fund was forced to
borrow $265.00 from the national trea-
sury this year to meet its expenses, which
would seem to indicate that the fund is
not solvent. This is not true, however,
since we have on hand with the Medallic
Art Co. a large number of medals for
which we have already paid, whereas in
vears past our inventories were consider-
ably lower, but we had more money in
the treasury. The Medallic Art Co. now
requires us to purchase medals in quan-
tities of one hundred rather than in quan-
inventories have increased, and our cash
on hand has decreased. The fund is still
solvent.

There has been a steady decrease in
the sale of medals in recent years, and
during this past year the decrease has
been greater for all three medals. An
increase in the price of medals could
account for part of this. This trend does
indicate a decrease in the number of
schools in which Latin is taught. But our
local chapters do not give very good
support to this project of the fraternity.
Last year only thirteen chapters awarded
medals in local high schools. In making
your plans for the new year, please re-
member to include the awarding of medals
in your local high schools.

Medals are now to be ordered from
vour Executive Secretary. 1 have contin-
ued to serve as Registrar of Medals since
Professor Burns became the Executive
Secretary because of the changing policies
of the Medallic Art Co. Now [ pass this
additional task on to her. But in leaving
I urge you to support this part of the pro-
gram of Eta Sigma Phi because the award-
ing of medals in high schools has proved
to be an effective means of encouraging
the study of Latin. And at the present
time we need to use every means possible
to maintain Latin in the curriculum of
the high schools.

H. R. Butts

Sincere thanks to those who voted
on the Amendment Amendment. I am
happy to report that it finally passed.
Amendments may now be passed by a
2/3 vote of two successive national con-
ventions.
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Among The Chapters

(These are the annual reports which
could not be printed in the May issue.
Chapters are encouraged to read these re-
ports for ideas on possible activities).

BETA KAPPA
College of Notre Dame
of Maryland

Beta Kappa may well be the small-
est active chapter but the size of our
group has definitely not limited our activ-
ities this year. We began the scholastic
year with a lecture on Erasmus given at
the college by the renowned Thomas More
scholar, Abbe Germain Marc’ hadour.
November found us immersed in prepara-
tion for a Latin Day for high school stu-
dents, complete with a three round con-
test and a production of the Menaechmi
by our members. About 120 high school
students and teachers attended. In Decem-
ber we made the rounds of a series of
lectures at Walters Art Gallery. At our
February meeting, Miss Catherine Dix, a
former member of Eta Sigma Phi, demon-
strated her remarkable multi-sensory
method for teaching of the classics. The
highlight of the year was the Classics Day
we presented in March for college students,
professors and classics lovers. This pro-
gram, which drew nearly 100 guests, in-
cluded a performance of the Suppliants,
a lecture on the Carming Burana, and a
talk by Dr. Dorothy Hill of Walters Art
Gallery. May will bring our initiation of
new members as well as our annual ban-
quet. We also plan to attend the opera
Dido and Aeneas to be presented by the
New York Chamber Soloists at Goucher
College. Thanks to the assistance of our
associate members and the ability and
enthusiasm of our advisor, Sister Thérése
Marie, this has been a successful year for
Beta Kappa Chapter.

Helen M. Morris

BETA NU
Mary Washington College

The Beta Nu chapter began the year
with an initiation ceremony for members
who were not able to attend last year. We
were among the clubs which were repre-
sented by a display at the ICA Open
House and which volunteered to serve as
guides for incoming freshmen. I have
spoken on my collection of Roman Coins
to two high schools. We are currently try-
ing to organize a Senior Classical League

for interested students at Mary Washing-
ton, and will soon help to organize a
Roman Banquet for some of the local high
schools. We will also have a joint meeting
with Randolph-Macon later this month.
Carol Peterson

BETA SIGMA
Marquette University

Marquette was represented at the
Colloguium held at Mount Mary in Octo-
ber. Marquette held the joint initiation of
Milwaukee chapters at Nino’s Steak Ranch
in November. Mr. John Franzmann spoke
at the ceremony. We felt that his talk
on Women in Antiquity was enjoyed
and appreciated by all who attended.
We labelled the night a success, as about
seven new members were accepted. The
Beta Sigma chapter also sponsored this
year’s College Day in early December. It
was held in our newly constructed and
recently dedicated Modern Language
Building on campus. The attendance was
low, but those high school students who
did attend expressed their appreciation
for our concern for them. We also take
this opportunity to thank all the profes-
sors as well as advisors for Eta Sigma Phi
who made the day possible. December
and January proved to be our heaviest
months for making visits to near-by high
schools for our share in the speaking load
for the High School Relations Board. The
trips proved very gratifying to those
speaking and, we hope, those who lis-
tened. In late March our chapter held a
joint meeting with Sigma Delta Pi, the
Spanish Honorary Fraternity on campus.
Our advisor Mr. Peter Theis presented an
illustrated lecture on “Roman Spain.”
The talk was followed by an informal dis-
cussion as well as refreshments. In April
Marquette sponsored a lecture entitled
“A Humanist at Bay’’ delivered by Prof.
Paul L. MacKendrick from The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. It was free and open to
the public. The attendance was close to
100 people. All the local chapters were
invited, as were all the Classics students
from the surrounding high schools. It was
agreed that this event was one of the most
successful of the year. April also brought
a little bit of trouble to our Chapter, as
we found ourselves unable to attend the
National Convention due to financial bur-
dens, i.e., a lack of money. We find our-
selves to be increasingly enjoying our
monthly meetings where the attendance

Megas Hyparchos Delora Pelosi is a
senior at Seton Hill College, Greensburg,
Pennsylvania. Last year Delora served as
Megas Grammateus for Eta Sigma Phi.
She is presently a member of Delta Eta
chapter of the Fraternity, which she
serves as Secretary-Treasurer. Her other
activities include serving as Treasurer of
the Pennsylvania Collegiate Press Associa-
tion and being on the Editorial Board of
the Setonian, the college newspaper. She
is a member of the National Senior Classi-
cal League and was recently elected a
student representative to college govern-
ment.

Delora’s career goal is to become a
teacher of Latin, French and Italian. She
plans to attend graduate school in the
future.

has been excellent since we have taken ad-
vantage of the kitchen cooking facilities
available in the faculty lounge of the Mo-
dern Language Building. Meetings usually
consisted of about one half hour business
and an hour of eating and drinking. We
became a very close knit fraternity as a
result of these socials as well as a group of
cooperative friends and workers. We also
plan to have a summer picnic this Spring.
Our annual elections will also take place
at our next meeting.

Al Shannon

BETA UPSILON
Marshall University

In April last year members of Beta
Upsilon chapter celebrated the birthday
of Rome with a billboard advertisement

Continued on page 4.




Megas Grammateus Richard Horton
is majoring in Latin at Wake Forest Uni-
versity. He is currently president of Beta
Iota chapter and is also acting as procon-
sul of Sigma Chi social fraternity. At
Wake Forest he is a member of the U.S.
Army ROTC program and is interested in
all types of sports.

Upon graduation Dick plans to
enter Law School, following which he
will serve in the Army for two years.

Continued from page 3.

in downtown Huntington. The billboard
read, “Happy Birthday, Rome, from La-
tin Students, Marshall University agentes
rem nostram.”” Our slogan, a paraphrase
of a line in Juvenal, was picked up by Dr.
John Latimer of the American Classical
League and published in the January issue
of the ACL newsletter. In May medals
were presented by Eta Sigma Phi members
to outstanding fourth-year students in
Latin. On a sadder note Miss Cheryl Shu-
mate, a Latin teacher at a junior high
school in Charleston, W. Va. and a 1969
Marshall graduate who had been a mem-
ber of Beta Upsilon for three years, died
last month of spinal meningitis. Beta
Upsilon chapter is offering a contribution
of $85.00 to the national scholarship in
memory of Cheryl. A senior member of
Beta Upsilon chapter, Miss Kathy Jarrell,
has accepted a three-year NDEA Fellow-
ship at Bryn Mawr College. Miss Jarrell
was in Italy and Greece last summer for
study and travel. Four new members of
Beta Upsilon chapter were initiated April
4 at a luncheon meeting in Huntington.
This brings our total membership to 14.
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GAMMA GAMMA
The University of Wisconsin—
Milwaukee
Gamma Gamma chapter continues
its major annual functions. In May of
1969 we sponsored a Latin contest for
first and second year high school students.
The tests covered vocabulary, grammar
and comprehension. Prizes of medals and
books were awarded and there were re-
freshments and opportunities for social-
izing for all. In November of 1969 we
initiated two members as a joint initiation
of Milwaukee area chapters. Throughout
the year our members have participated in
the high school relations committee’s
speaker service of the Milwaukee area
chapters. We have been pleased by the
success of this project. Our monthly meet-
ings at our advisor’s home are pleasant
opportunities for social and intellectual
stimulation as well as for carrying out the
business of the fraternity. On April 18,
1970 Gamma Gamma Chapter hosted the
convention of Wisconsin Eta Sigma Phi
chapters. We had a luncheon, business
meeting, coffee hour and an address by
Professor Roy Swanson, chairman of
Classics at UWM and editor of the Classi-
cal Journal. Currently our members are
working on this year’s high school con-
tests. We hope to have even more partici-
pating than the 144 who took the tests
last year. We are proud to report that our
chapter vice-president has been selected
for a generous fellowship at Harvard
where he will continue his studies in
classies.
Linda Soike

GAMMA DELTA
Yeshiva College

The main activity of Gamma Delta
chapter the past year was a symposium on
the evening of February 26. Over 70 stu-
dents and faculty members came to hear
three distinguished professors, invited for
the event, lecture on the effects of Hel-
lenism and Roman culture on classical
Judaism. Professor Ranon Katzoff ex-
plained why Roman Law had but scant
effect on the Talmud, while Professor
Marshall Hurwitz demonstrated the influ-
ence of Alexandrian exegetical methods
on the hermeneutics of the Pharisees. Pro-
fessor Morton Smith lectured on the
orthodoxy of the masses in Palestine dur-
ing the second commonwealth. On the
Ides of March we assembled in the home
of our faculty advisor and inducted new
members.

Shaye Cohen

%

GAMMA IOTA
Wabash College

In the course of the year 1969-70,
Gamma lota chapter, for the third suc-
cessive year, took part in the selection of
participants in the Summer Honors A-
broad Program for Indiana High School
Students of Latin, which is sponsored by
the Indiana Classical Conference. The
Chapter assisted in developing and grad-
ing the written screening test. Gamma lota
chapter continued its program of Medal
Awards to outstanding Latin students in
Montgomery County, Indiana, and also
participated in the 1970 Eta Sigma Phi
Contests. Another activity included the
partial financial sponsorship of two of its
members who were to accompany the
Indiana Latin Honors Group during its
eight-week summer travel-study program
in Italy and Sicily. The Chapter raised the
money from the sale of refreshments at
the College basketball games.

Jon R. Pactor

GAMMA OMICRON
Monmouth College

This is the fourteenth consecutive
convention at which Gamma Omicron
chapter has had a representative; and, as
usual, we are contributing to the Endow-
ment Fund. In keeping with two other
traditions, we sent newsletters to our
alumni and personal letters to those in-
coming students who had an interest in
Classics while in high school. In May of
last year, we had as our guest, Dr. Ray-
mond L. Den Adel of Rockford College.
He visited classes and presented a slide-
lecture on ‘“Schliemann at Troy and
Mycenae.” A number of our programs
this year have been descriptions from first-
hand experience of places of classical in-
terest ranging from an excavation site in
Lincolnshire, England to ruins in Greece
and Italy. And, of course, we had our
annual Saturnalia Party. We also hosted
the District series of the Illinois State
Latin Contest. As an endeavor for the
coming year our chapter will be editing
the Illinois Classical Conference Newslet-
ter. We are all pleased that Dr. Graydon
Regenos from Tulane has been appointed
to our faculty; he willreplace Dr. Ralston,
our Greek professor, who will be retiring
at the end of this year. Our May meeting
will be a dinner in Dr. Ralston’s honor.

Kathryn Gardels

Continued on page 5.

Continued from page 4.

DELTA ALPHA
Randolph-Macon Women’s College

On October 9, 1969, Delta Alpha
represented all clubs with a classical out-
look at an activities night for Randolph-
Macon underclassmen. Because of the
interest shown, the Classics Club was
revived and joined Delta Alpha in the
presentation of several programs during
the year. Under the auspices of these two
clubs, and with the help of several of the
departments, the color film of the
Oresteia, which was made at Randolph-
Macon several years ago, was shown on
March 10, 1970. Miss Eleanor Struppa,
who was responsible for the choreography,
and Dr. Henry Hallstrom, who composed
the musical score, presented a lecture on
the making of the movie and the fitting
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of the score and the chants to the action.
Invitations were sent to faculty members
and to Randolph-Macon students who
have an interest in classics, dance, or
music, as well as to neighboring colleges
and secondary schools. A lecture by Dr.
John Ziolkowski, a former Randolph-
Macon professor who now teaches at
George Washington University, has also
been planned for the near future. His
topic will be “The Competitive Spirit in
Greek Literature.” A year-long project
has been the cleaning of the small anti-
quities collection that was presented to
the Classics Department by Dr. Herbert
C. Lipscomb. It is hoped that a catalogue
of the pieces will also be compiled. Delta
Alpha intends to continue its tradition of
awarding medals to area secondary school
students who excel in Latin.

Sandria Ewers

RECEIPTS:

Accounts outstanding paid
Overpayments ...............

DISBURSEMENTS:

Overpayments returned ...........
Total disbursements
Cash on hand, August 31, 1970

INVENTORIES:

ANNUAL REPORT
ETA SIGMA PHI MEDAL FUND

Cash on hand, August 31,1969 ............

Sale of large silver medals (64) .....
Sale of small silver medals (89) ...
Sale of bronze medals (143) ........

Loan from National Treasury ......
Total receipts ......ccccceveueenn
Total cash and receipts .........ooooevevereceieeceiemeieceeeeeeeeeeennes
Accounts outstanding ........

Payments to Medallic Art Co. for Medals ..............
POSLABE oomisisimsamnitiniiiiins

............................................... $ 200.57
............................ $ 320.00
eparisssssamemess JORZ00
178.75
17.50
4,75
............................ 265.00
............................................... $ 956.50
$1157.07
.............................................. 45.75
$1111.32
$1003.15
........................... 10.00
- 6.50
$1019.65
$ 91.67

Medals in custody of Medallic Art Co. and paid for:
47 large silver medals @ $4.65 .....ccccocveeevrnneeee $ 218.55
131 small silver medals @ $1.55.....ccceeeevrernrens
79 bronze medals @ $1.20

203.05
94.80
$ 516.40

DELTA GAMMA
Marywood College

During the year 1969-1970, our
Chapter has participated in several activ-
ities. The following are a few of the more
important ones. On Saturday, October 4,
1969, Eta Sigma Phi members participated
at the Innovative Latin Conference, the
theme of which was “Latin in the Lunar
Age.” The Conference, which took place
at Marywood College, was attended by
classroom teachers of Latin, consultants
in foreign language study, and curriculum
directors and administrators. Guest speak-
ers included: Dr. Richard Scanlon of the
University of Illinois, Mr. Henry Dudek of
the Pennsylvania Classical Association,
Dr. Charles Graber of New York State
University, and Miss Clara Ashley, author
of Living Latin. On November 11, 1969,
nine girls were initiated into Delta Gamma
chapter. Following the induction a party
was held for both the former and the
newly elected members. The most recent
activity sponsored by Delta Gamma has
been the Latin College Bowl held on
March 14, 1970 at Marywood College.
Sixteen high schools attended the Bowl.
Winners were St. Cyril’s Academy from
Danville, Pennsylvania and Kingston Cen-
tral Catholic from Kingston, Pennsylvania.
The next event on our calendar is Class
Day on Saturday, May 23, 1970. On this
day thirteen Seniors will be honored for
their participation as members of Delta
Gamma Chapter of Eta Sigma Phi.

Anne Murtaugh

DELTA KAPPA
Carroll College

This past year Delta Kappa chapter
in cooperation with the other Milwaukee
area chapters has concentrated on our
High School Relations Committee. The
committee contracted Latin instructors in
the high schools of the surrounding dis-
tricts to inform them of the proposed
speaking program. Each chapter was then
responsible for filling the requests for
their topics. These requests were numer-
ous. We in Delta Kappa chapter prepared
these topics: superstitions of the Roman
people, the Etruscans, and Roman drama.
The first two were each presented four
times and the latter was given three times
both for Latin classes and extracurricular
organizations (Latin and Humanities
Clubs). Our program committee also used
these topics for presentation to our mem-

Continued on page 6.




Continued from page 5.

bers. The work in this area has not come
to an end; speaking engagements have
been made for this semester also. During
the fall semester, members of Delta Kappa
chapter participated in both the Collo-
quium, a discussion of the Amphitryon,
and in the College Day. An initiation was
held on March 1, 1970. We received four
new actives: Candance Demko, Robert
Friedrich, David Layman, and Elizabeth
Linley. Merle Bartels and Jean Gustafson
were received as associative members.
This semester our time and energy has
been spent in preparing our annual pro-
gram for high school students. We have
written a script in travelogue form en-
titled “Idiots Abroad: Cultural Odyssey”
to be presented on April 30, 1970. The
inspiration for this program comes from
a trip to Greece and Italy which many
of our members made during the month
of January. Our focus this year has been
toward the high school students rather
than our own members. More evaluation
will have to be made, but the results do
not seem unfavorable.

Carol Anderson

DELTA LAMBDA
College of the Holy Cross
Delta Lambda chapter of the Eta
Sigma Phi reporting! Projects right and
left have occupied us the last three years
and, specifically, in the school year 1969-
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1970. We take particular pride in telling
you about our Classics Day, organized
three years ago and flourishing now. This
year Classics Day was held on Saturday,
March 14. The purpose of C.D. is to en-
courage love and esteem of the Classics
among high school students of New Eng-
land. Over 200, accompanied by their
teachers, came to Holy Cross and stayed
for the day (10 a.m. to 5 p.m.—and later!)
When the Classical Association of New
England convenes at Holy Cross this year,
two of us will have the honor of address-
ing the Association on the following sub-
jects; John J. Dowd on Thucydides ‘and
Naval Power and David G. Pagano on
Thucydides and His Latin Imitators. Delta
Lambda members have also assisted in the
proof-reading for Classical Folia and its
supplementary  publications.  Prytanis
David Pagano, Paul Clark, Edward
Vodoklys, Thomas Sienkwicz have given
special help in this regard. Besides the
papers which some of us will read to
CANE, the prologue of the Ajax of
Sophocles, in the original Greek, will be
acted by the following members: Galen
Graham, Thomas Putich and James Daley.
In the course of the past three years mem-
bers of Delta Lambda have been called
upon to lecture to high school audiences
in the Worcester County area, while those
of us who are also members of the Hel-
lenic Tradition Seminar gave lectures on
themes related to the author currently

studied. Recently, for example, James
Daley and David Pagano gave lectures on
Thueydides at a local High School. May
the sanity of the Greek and Latin Classics
always prevail!

John J. Dowd

DELTA PI
Randolph-Macon College

The Delta Pi chapter at Randolph-
Macon College, though a relatively new
addition to Eta Sigma Phi, is rapidly
growing. Our installation proceedings for
new members were carried out on April
24, 1969, when the chapter inducted
seven new members in addition to the
active membership totaling twenty mem-
bers. After the initiation, there was a ban-
quet for the new members of the chapter;
Professor Laura V. Sumner of Mary Wash-
ington College delivered the companion
papers, “Who Was Romulus?” and “Who
Was Remus?” In October of 1969, our
chapter sponsored the viewing of a film
entitled Oedipus Rex by interested Ran-
dolph-Macon College students. In Novem-
ber of 1969, our chapter also sponsored
the viewing of a film concerning life in
ancient Greece. During our most recent
meeting on March 12, 1970, members
discussed representative poems of Catul-
lus and Ovid, commenting especially on
the style and subject matter of the re-

Continued on page 7.
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spective poems. At the upcoming initia-
tion of new members in late April we
hope to have a joint meeting with the
Mary Washington chapter of Eta Sigma
Phi. The existing arrangement for Eta
Sigma Phi activities at Randolph-Macon
involves periodic dinner meetings followed
by a program during the early evening.
Although a young chapter, we are confi-
dent that Delta Pi will be an asset to Eta
Sigma Phi.
C. Cooper Bell, il
Charles H. Leavitt, Jr.

DELTA RHO
Radford College

Delta Rho chapter has held monthly
meetings from September through April.
Although no definite project has been
undertaken, members have tried to in-
crease interest in Latin on Radford
campus and have kept in touch with
home town high schools, encouraging the

continuance of Latin on that level.
Ruth U. Williamson

DELTA SIGMA
University of California, Irvine

Venera vinum et balnea
faciunt vitam.

The Delta Sigma chapter of Eta
Sigma Phi enjoyed considerable success in
1969-70 because of the happy union of
the Bacchic and Apolline elements of the
chapter. A stimulating discussion of
Horace’s Exegi Monumentum poem, with
considerable attention devoted to the
function of Melpomene, was enriched
with large casks of red wine and Swiss,
string and Gouda cheese. All members
participated in both aspects of the meet-
ing, to a greater or lesser degree, although
it must be confessed that when the meet-
ing was adjourned the Bacchic element
was not in control. The above format
was followed at all of our meetings with
the Hera-Zeus episode (Iliad 14) digested
with large portions of spiced meatballs
and Sangria. A slide lecture on archae-
ology was given by one of our members
who participated on a dig in Southern
France, along with large mugs of ouzo.
We found that the relaxed atmosphere in
which we conducted our meetings went a
long way towards slaying the dragon of
stuffiness and lack of interest that so of-
ten preys upon Classics departments. Dur-
ing our annual initiation ceremony ten
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new members were admitted to our chap-
ter. After the ceremony we discussed ways
in which high school students could be
familiarized with Classics on the Univer-
sity level. A committee was appointed to
explore the possibility of going into high
schools on career days. We are in the
planning stages of our Cena Californiensis,
UCI, which we hope to make an annual
event. Committees on ancient dress, food
and drinks, and entertainment are now
hard at work to insure the authenticity of
our banquet.

John Barnell

DELTA TAU
University of Delaware

In October members of Delta Tau
supported the efforts of Mortar Board to
launch a tour guide for the members of
the National Honor Society in the Dela-
ware High Schools. Eta Sigma Phi led the
groups interested in classics, showing
them the campus and explaining the curri-
culum of the classics department. In
November the Delaware Classical Associa-
tion invited Eta Sigma Phi to attend their
meeting. We felt it would be beneficial to
learn first hand the position of classics in
the high schools. The source of the de-
cline of enrollments in Latin courses we
learned was due to the administration and
the guidance counsellors who advise stu-
dents against Latin in preference to other
courses. The convention did make the
high school teachers aware that, at least at
the University of Delaware, Latin is
required of modern language majors.
Hopefully this communication to the ad-
ministrations will change the situation.
The convention also confirmed our plans
to have direct contact with the high
school students. In December, the new
president of the University of Delaware,
President Trabant, called upon Eta Sigma
Phi to help assemble one day for a sym-
posium. It centered around the role of
the new student. We helped to assimilate
various topics and to select well-rounded
panel discussions. Among the topics of
special significance to our organization
were the role of the Greek system of
education on the college level, and the
relevance of classics to the modern world,
American society, and the individual. The
Eta Sigma Phi chapter at the College of
Notre Dame in Baltimore, Maryland in-
vited fellow members and other interested
parties from the University of Delaware
to attend their Latin Day on March 21. It
was certainly a worthwhile trip. The

Megas Chrysophylax Alexander C.
Graham, Jr. is a junior majoring in Classics
at Hampden-Sydney College. He is a
member of Beta Theta chapter, which he
serves as Pyloris. He is also serving Eta
Sigma Phi as regional chairman this year.
He was formerly historian and president
of his class, and is presently the treasurer
of Sigma Nu social fraternity. He is also a
member of the Circle K Club, the Young
Republicans Club, the Student Assembly
and the school tennis team. He was a-
warded the David C. Wilson Memorial
Greek Prize, given annually to a student
at Hampden-Sydney.

Sandy plans to continue his studies
after graduation, with a career in either
business or law as his goal.

special demonstration given by Miss
Catherine Dix of the audio-visual method
of teaching Latin and Greek was a stimu-
lant for all of the members looking to-
ward a teaching career in the classics.
On April 25 Eta Sigma Phi will attend the
annual convention of the Junior Classical
League to encourage the continued study
in classics. In early May Eta Sigma Phi in
cooperation with the University of Dela-
ware Classical Association is planning its
annual banquet for the high school stu-
dents. A guest speaker together with the
classics department faculty will be present.
Also at this time the initiation of new
members and elections for the next year
will take place. Because of the small
number of active members we have been
somewhat limited in carrying out all the
activities we had hoped. However with
the new initiation the Delta Tau chapter
is looking forward to a prosperous 1970-
71 year.
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SUMMER SCHOLARSHIPS FoOR 1971

The Trustees of Eta Sigma Phi Fraternity are pleased to announce that two- scholarships will be offered in 1971
to enable one member of Eta Sigma Phi to attend the 1971 Summer Session of the American School of Classical
Studies at Athens, Greece, and another to attend the 1971 Summer Session of the American Academy in Rome,
Italy.

The Scholarship to the American Academy in Rome will have a value of $550.00, carrying a stipend of $350.00
granted by the Trustees of Eta Sigma Phi and remission of the $200.00 tuition fee by grant of the American
Academy.

The Scholarship to the American School of Classical Studies at Athens will have a value of $600.00, including a
stipend of $300.00 granted by the Trustees of Eta Sigma Phi and remission of the $300.00 tuition fee by grant
of the American School.

Six semester hours of credit may be earned at either summer session, which is applicable toward an advanced de-
gree in Classics at most graduate schools, provided advance arrangements have been made.

Selection of candidates for the scholarships is exercised by the Eta Sigma Phi Scholarship Committee, whose
members are Professor H. R. Butts of Birmingham-Southern College, Chairman, and Professors Brent M. Froberg
of the University of South Dakota, and Philip N. Lockhart of Dickinson College. Enquiries and requests for appli-
cation blanks should be addressed to Professor Mary Ann Burns, Executive Secretary, Department of Classics,
The University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201.

Eligible to apply for the scholarships are Eta Sigma Phi members and alumni who have received a Bachelor’s de-
gree since January 1, 1966 or shall have received it in or before June 1971, and who have not yet received a
doctoral degree. In selecting the winner of each scholarship the Committee will give attention to the quality of
the applicant’s work in Greek and Latin and his intention to teach at the secondary school or college level.

The applicant must submit a transcript of his undergraduate work, letters of recommendation and a statement not
to exceed 500 words of his purpose and reasons for desiring the scholarship. Applications must be submitted to
Professor H. R. Butts, Birmingham-Southern College, Birmingham, Alabama 35204 by November 15, 1970. The
winner of each scholarship will be announced about January 15, 1971.

For the Scholarship Committee
H. R. BUTTS
Chairman
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Announcing The 1971 Contests

1) TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL
GREEK TRANSLATION CONTEST

This contest will consist of the sight
translation of a passage in Greek which
is considered within the comprehension
of students in the second year or above
of the study of Greek.

2) TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL
LATIN TRANSLATION CONTEST

This contest will consist of the sight
translation of a passage in Latin chosen
in reference to students who have had
two or more years of Latin in high school
(or the equivalent in college) and at least
one or more semesters in college.

3) FIFTH ANNUAL LATIN
PROSE COMPOSITION CONTEST

This contest will consist of the trans-
lation of a passage of English into Latin.
This contest is intended for advanced
students of Latin who are in their third or
fourth year of college Latin.

PRIZES

First prize in each contest will be
$35.00; second prize $25.00 and third
prize $15.00.

ELIGIBILITY

The above contests are open only to
students in classes in Greek and/or Latin
in colleges and universities which have
active chapters of Eta Sigma Phi Frater-
nity.

Written notice of a desire to partici-
pate, postmarked not later than February
8, 1971, must be sent to the Executive
Secretary, Mary Ann Burns, Classics De-
partment, The University of Wisconsin—
Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201.
Materials will be mailed by her in time for
the contests to be administered simul-
taneously in all competing schools during
the week of February 22, 1971. Contest
papers in all of the above contests are to
be forwarded to the Executive Secretary
and must be postmarked not later than
March 1, 1971. Each paper must be ac-
companied by an identification page,
which will be supplied in advance of the
contest. There is a limit of three papers
from any one school in each contest.

Decision as to place in the various con-
tests will be made by members of the Eta
Sigma Phi Committee on Contests, who
will identify the papers by code designa-
tion only.

Committee on Contests

THEODORE BEDRICK, Chairman

CORRIGENDUM

A serious and much regretted typo-
graphical error occured in last May’s issue
of Nuntius. In the report of the Conven-
tion, the name of our most generous hene-
factor should have read Maurine Dallas
Watkins not Wilkins.

Meet Me in St. Louis

The Forty-third National Conven-
tion of Eta Sigma Phi will be held March
26th and 27th, 1971 at St. Louis Univer-
sity located in the Gateway to the West
city of St. Louis, Missouri. The home of
the Beta Zeta Chapter has several features
which we feel will be of great interest to
all the attending chapters. The Univer-
sity’s Pius XII Memorial Library houses
the unique Vatican Film Library. The
Vatican Film Library collection consists
primarily of microfilms of the manuscripts
in the Vatican Manuscript Library in
Rome. One of the richest manuscript col-
lections in the world, the Vatican Manu-
script Library has been a primary source
of information for the history of Western
Civilization for many centuries. Its collec-
tion dates back as far as the Fifth Cen-

tury.

This Jesuit university is also fortun-
ate in being able to claim a very fine
Classical Language Department. Father
John Welch, S.J., its chairman, received
his degree in Classics and Linguistics from
the University of Pennsylvania. Another
distinguished member of the department,
Dr. Chauncey Finch, who has done a
great deal of work in the Vatican Film
Library, has published numerous articles
concerning these manuscripts. Dr. Finch
is one of the country’s finest paleogra-
phers. Other members of the department
include Fr. Hayworth, S.J., Fr. Heithaus,
S.J., Mr. Sullivan, and Mrs. Nisbet.

We of the Beta Zeta Chapter feel
that the convention should be a great one.
We sincerely wish to see every active chap-
ter represented. You will be receiving in-
formation about hotels and other details
early in 1971.

Steve Bumgarner
Grammateus, Beta Zeta Chapter
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From the Secretary’s Desk

Be Active! Participate in the con-
tests—let’s have a representative from
every chapter in every contest.

Be Active! Start planning for the
National Convention in St. Louis. Choose
your representatives, save your money,
think about a national officer from your
chapter.

Be Active! Return the annual ques-
tionnaire now and the financial statement
when you initiate new members. These
forms are the only means of keeping the
national records up-to-date.

Be Active! One convention overlaps
another in the planning stages. Next year’s
convention will be held in Alpha region

VALE ATQUE AVE

The Board of Trustees of Eta Sigma
Phi has lost an old member and gained a
new one this year.

Professor Grace L. Beede, a member
of the board since 1964, retired last June.
Professor Beede has been a faithful friend
of the Fraternity and of Classics for many
years. Besides being a Trustee, Miss Beede
has served the Fraternity in many capac-
ities, most recently as a member of the
Scholarship Committee.

As Chairman of the Classics Depart-
ment at the University of South Dakota
and adviser to Beta Alpha Chapter, she
has inspired and encouraged a love of and
enthusiasm for the Classics among her
students. Beta Alpha Chapter has been
one of the most active in the Fraternity
and a most consistent participant in na-
tional conventions, often coming great
distances to attend.

Eta Sigma Phi is most grateful to
Miss Beede for her past services and
wishes her many years of happy retire-
ment.

As a replacement for Miss Beede,
the Forty-second National Convention
unanimously elected Professor Bernice L.
Fox. Miss Fox is adviser to Gamma Omi-
cron Chapter at Monmouth College, an-
other small but very lively chapter. Eta
Sigma Phi is fortunate in acquiring an-
other dedicated member for its Board of
Trustees.

MEDAL ORDERS

Orders for Eta Sigma Phi medals
should be sent to the Executive Secretary
Professor Burns, not to Professor Butts.
The prices are as follows: large silver me-
dals $5.00, small silver medals $2.00, and
bronze medals $1.25.

which includes New England, New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio
and Washington, D.C. Any chapter in this
region wishing to host the 1972 conven-
tion should address a formal invitation to
the delegates to the Forty-Third Conven-
tionand send it to the Megas Grammateus
Richard Horton, Wake Forest University,
Box 7284 Reynolda Station, Winston-
Salem, North Carolina 27109.
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BLACKS IN ANTIQUITY

Frank M. Snowden, Jr., Blacks in Antiquity: Ethiopians in the
Greco-Roman Experience, Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press, 1970, $12.50.

It seems an unlikely topic, the black man in classical
antiquity: swarthy Ethiopians (the commonest ancient desig-
nation for blacks) among the blond gods and light com-
plexioned Greeks and Romans, Africans among the first
Europeans, Moors making their first acquaintance of Italy.
Greece and Rome were white civilizations with some unplea-
santly familiar characteristics, ethnocentrism, a willingness to
call foreign cultures barbarian, a facility in rationalizing
slavery as natural or divinely sanctioned. They do not seem to
be likely places to search for a record of blacks.

And yet, Frank Snowden, a black classicist at Howard
University, has taken this seemingly unpromising subject and
produced a surprising and exciting book. It surprises us in part
by the sheer mass of material. He cites over 150 ancient
authors whose testimony helps clarify the role of blacks in
classical antiquity. The book contains over 100 illustrations of
ancient art works depicting blacks. And many of these, though
rarely seen, are of extraordinary artistic as well as anthro-
pological and historical interest. Snowden’s book is a compre-
hensive and learned synthesis of what can be gleaned from
both literary and archaeological sources about this inexcusably,
shamefully neglected subject.

It is, however, no mere compendium but an exeiting and
challenging investigation. For when the record is compiled, it
emerges that despite all the signs of chauvinism among the
Greeks and Romans, there is little evidence of racism. They

display a fascinated, almost child-like, interest in the color and
physiognomy of blacks, but no inclination to base upon these
differences moral or social judgments. Even allusions to inter-
racial marriages are not accompanied with denunciations of
miscegnation. ““There is nothing in the evidence,” concludes
Snowden, “to suggest that the ancient Greek or Roman estab-
lished color as an obstacle to integration in society.”

Nor is the reason for this, as has sometimes been thought,
the comparative rarity of blacks in these white societies. The
evidence collected in this book shows that blacks were not an
unusual sight in Greece or Rome. Although quantitative pre-
cision Is impossible, the number of references to blacks from
Homer down to the early Christian writers strongly suggests
that they constituted a substantial percentage of the popula-
tion. Snowden does not waste time speculating whether cer-
tain well-known individuals were black or not. The impressive,
and to my mind persuasive, case that the dramatist Terence
was black is relegated, for example, to a footnote (of which
there are over 600 in this book of 364 pages!). But his central
thesis gains rather than loses credibility by this approach. The
evidence persuades by bulk and cumulative effect, rather than
by ingenuity of argument in detail. In particular one cannot
skim through the illustrations without feeling that blacks must
have been very familiar, at least to many Greek and Roman
artists.

The author hesitates to commit himself about the rea-
sons for this apparent absence of racial prejudice. It is suffi-
cient for him to document the fact and refute the mistaken

Continued on page 6.

Two of the main sights of St. Louis, the 630 feet high Arch and the Mississippi River gleam in the night sky.

WALKER - MISSOURI TOURISM






