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3 February 2003

Topic: Don Juan

Essay 1

We have till next Wednesday to hand in Essay #1. By this Wednesday send Rob a topic/thesis in an email. Rob wants us to schedule an appointment to see him, but it is not required.

Review of last minutes

 
Interpretation poem means a poem about interpretation. On page two Tintern Abbey is mostly primary imagination. 

Rob’s artwork


Rob drew a drawing of Coleridge imagining Charles seeing the bird. This is putting together the healing power of nature and friends. (It was a lovely picture)

Don Juan


Some of us thought that it was a funny and entertaining piece, but it was a little long. The digressions were humorous, and we liked this poem because it tied together bounciness, plot, humor, and rhyme.


The structure of the poem is ottava rima (or ottavarima?), and it has 8 lines with abababacc rhyme. It sort of follows iambic pentameter, and the bouncing rhythm to it sets up the punch line in the last couplet. This style of poem is from 14th century by Baccasio, an Italian poet.

Autobiographical parts


Don Juan is a very autobiographical piece, and it plays with fact and fiction. Byron’s life was very sexual. He had a very, very, very, very interesting sex life, and Rob pointed out that Byron did not have a problem going both ways. =) Byron broke a lot of social rules, which intrigued people around him. He was hugely popular, and he was in his prime when he became famous. He was the most popular figure in his time, and his picture is on the cover of our textbooks (there’s a piece of trivia for you). Rob compared Byron’s life style to Madonna’s.

Byron’s wife Milbankes is reflected in Dona Inez. Dona Inez thought she was smart, but she really wasn’t. She is described as perfect and completely moral, except for sleeping with someone else’s husband; she is sleeping with Don Alfonso. She tries to transfer morality into Don Juan by keeping a journal on all his faults and monitoring everything he learns. She restricts his education to theology and math (the stanza on his education is around 39 and 40). There is no natural history and no sex. Don Juan learns about the gods and goddesses having sex by reading the backs of his books. These restrictions lead to his sexual wildness. Restrictions lead to a reaction against rules. If restrictions are bad, what is good? Freedom is good, of course. This connects to the French Revolution (liberty, freedom, fraternity).


Byron pokes fun at Coleridge, Wordsworth, and Southey. Coleridge’s writing is unintelligible and drunk sounding. Wordworth is crazy beyond help/hope. All three got more conservative as they got older. Byron is angry that they let go of their ideals.


This poem is a satire. (Satire makes fun of something to cause a change). 

Family life


Byron’s piece goes against the institution of marriage. Byron is for free love. He is anti-marriage because he believed that you should be with the one you want to be with. Families seem to tie you down. Parents control their children.

Lawyers and Judges


Byron is critical of lawyers and judges. Lawyers don’t believe in anything (stanza 159). They are about following rules and making money. There are lots of lawyer jokes in this piece.

Women


Byron is an advocate for women’s sexuality. He doesn’t believe there should be a double standard. Everyone should be free to sleep with everyone. Don Alfonso slept with Dona Inez, yet he persecutes his wife for sleeping with someone else. Byron makes fun of fifty (I forgot the stanza number). Dona Julia goes to a convent. In her letter, she says that men have lots of choices in life, but women don’t, and they try to find fulfillment with love (stanza 194-195). Byron seems to suggest women should have other options.

Sincere Byron


In stanza 127, Byron says that first and passionate love gives life life’s meaning. He is pro-passionate love. We need to embrace love in a world of restrictions.

Funny parts


Byron writes about how America needs a plague to kill of some of the population. In stanza 61, “I hate a dumpy woman” was said to be funny. Where is Don Juan when Don Alfonso comes into his wife’s bedroom? Dona Julia is sitting on him. Humor adds variety. Historically people are hungry to laugh again.

Rhetorical Strategies


Byron uses digressions. Byron uses “funky” rhymes and then he talks about them. This is a meta-poetic poem (meta means taking a step out/back), and examples are stanzas 55 and 59. He uses irony; he says one thing when he clearly means another. There is timeliness to the piece. There are lots of historical references and lots of footnotes.

On Wednesday, we discussion this question…how is this piece revolutionary?

