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Shelley's Mask of Anarchy
Essay Reminders
-Send Rob your thesis ASAP, so that he can reply and you can begin drafting this weekend.

-You are encouraged to make an appt. with Rob for the essay, but act quickly spots are filling up.

-Essay is due on Wednesday don’t forget!

Background on Shelley
-Lived a somewhat crazy life.

-He shared an open marriage with Mary Shelley.

-Politically, Shelley was a Radical.

-He was very liberal and very much for the rights of the common people.

-He was an atheist.

-He was kicked out of school for writing about atheism.

-He was an expatriate -- he lived outside of his natural country much of his life.

-He died young.

Background on the Peterloo Massacre
-Inspired Shelley to write The Mask of Anarchy.

-Occurred in Manchester, a city known for its manufacturing.

-Manchester was the home of many working class people.

-Before 1832 not many people could vote.

-Voting was made up of a lot of Rotten Burroughs -- neighborhoods misrepresented in Parliament.

-This lead to local mill workers protesting for more rights.

-In 1816 100,000 mill workers collected on St. Peter’s Field.

-This made the govt. nervous; thought of the French Revolution.

-The govt. sends the local militia who is drunk and begins to panic.

-Things get out of control, ten people die and many are wounded.

Similarities between Massacre and Mask
-People become trampled because of Anarchy.

-People are hit with swords.

-Wounded and killed people are advocating for rights.


-Poem suggests passive resistance.

Mask of Anarchy

Cast of characters:
-Murder

-Fraud

-Hypocrisy

=Representative figures of govt.

-Death


=Personification of abstractions (used highly in Renaissance)

-Anarchy

The Story
-Anarchy rides up on a pale (white) horse.

-The corrupt (lawyers, bishops, spies) praise him and he praises himself.

-Proclaims he is God, King and Law  -- not a real order

-Hope appears, but she looks like Despair  -- irony.

-She lies down in front of Anarchy to die.

-A mist rises that encompasses nature -- lightning, clouds, thunder

-We discover the mist is Mother Nature.

-In line 145 Mother Nature address the people about slavery and freedom.

-She says that their definition of freedom is more like slavery:


-They have just enough to get by day to day.


-Their children are weak and the mothers are wasting away because of lack of food.

-In line 151 She tells the people that they have more power than the govt., because they are many and the govt. is few.

-Line 190 tells the masses not to do what the govt. did to them.

-Line 245 alludes to the French Revolution.

-In line 266 Mother Nature tells the people to form a huge assembly in the country.

-On page 1717, Shelley returns to using the abstract -- Love, Wisdom.

-Line 323 is the beginning of the passage about using passive resistance.


-Nature reference -- stand like a forest.

-Mother Nature tells them that although the govt. may kill some of them, they will afterwards feel extremely shameful and remorseful.

-The tide will then turn against the shameful and the masses will be supported.

-Ending passage once again repeats that the working people are of a higher number than the govt. officials.

How is this Similar/Different to other works we’ve read?

Similar
-Deals with nature.

-Deals with the natural rights of man.

-It is a pro-freedom piece.

-The language is common.

-Personification of the Abstract (Rime of the Ancient Mariner)

-Rhyming couplets (Mariner)

-Plot base with story (Mariner)

Different
-Nature in this poem is used for political purposes.

-Nature used to explain specific event, but this time its public, not personal.

-This piece was inspired by a historical event directly.


-Most others occur in the background of the piece.

-Allegory

-Very idealistic


-People are going to march to their deaths.

Why does The Mask of Anarchy work for the common people?
-It addresses common problems.

-It is easy to understand -- fable/plot.

-It has rhythm, rhyme and sound that appeal to everyone.

-It also appeals to the Christian values of the poor  (allusion).

-This piece could also cause an unexpected reaction by the masses.


