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Oscar Wilde

NOTE: Sorry for the tardiness, but my network account was being dumb and I just regained access to all of my files.

Rob began class discussing the upcoming Victorian exam comprised of prose and verse passages to identify.  These would primarily be the ones we discussed in class.

Aestheticism
Art for Art’s Sake

No Moral/No Lesson

Amoral

Form, Style Color

Art is Humanity’s supreme accomplishment

Androgyny-blurring of sexuality

Decadence
Art for Art’s Sake

Flouts the lack of Morality

Very intense

Extreme interest in form, color, style

Very self-conscious

Air of boredom, tiredness


overly refined

As the period progressed, Aestheticism became Decadence blurring the line between the two.  This makes it hard to determine where some works fall.  

Rob then read Oscar Wilde’s “Symphony in Yellow” (p. 2070) before asking the class where the poem should be placed in the spectrum between Aestheticism and Decadence.  Aesthetic values of the poem include its focus on fall, not morality, though it differs from Keats’ autumn about Death and decay.  The poem contains elements of beauty and a concern for color, specifically yellow.

Yellow was a defining color of Aestheticism as it emphasized the insignificance of people, the beauty of scene, balance of color, the use of vocabulary and labeling to help question trends.  Rob also reminded us that not every poem is “Victorian” or “Romantic” in a given period.  Returning to Symphony of Yellow, we discussed the plethora of metaphors, primarily similes within the poem.  These were interested in bending nature into works of art.  Verbs which paint a picture were employed.  The poem shows the times “air of boredom and tiredness.”  It has a feel like a step has been taken back from a work of art, as if it were a snapshot.  The style follows a strict abba rhyme scheme with a conscious effort for the aesthetic.  Rob also stated it could be argued that the work has a greater moral value.
We then turned to La Gioconda (2152), also known as the Mona Lisa.  Rob reads again.  This poem is essentially a description of the Mona Lisa, but can one see it based on the description?  Only with the painting in mind can does the description fit the painting.  Essentially, this makes it the authors own “take” or work of art.  But is this poem Aesthetic or Decadent?  Is it neither?  It does embody art for art’s sake, and the background description pushes towards decadence.
Which of the works we have read seem decadent?

· Ballad of a Barber, Beardsley

· Suggestion

· Two Loves

· Homosecuality flouts morality in the poem with a sense of boredom while maintaining a highly artistic tone.

· The White Witch (2163)

· Last line pushes it over the edge.

Oscar Wilde & Douglas (marries bi-sexual)


-Not what comes to mind from the Victorian society.

1890s(worn out with uprightness, which leads into modernism.

Oscar Wild The Importance of Being Earnest (p. 2086)


- Play


- Mocks Victorian Culture



- Values Tradition over People


- Satire

- Class system is huge, but is it supporting or questioning the system?

- Why is this fun?


- They don’t want to discuss serious things


- The important unimportant first name


- The important is the most trivialized



- Death of Brother Ernest, and Bunbury



- Marriage



- Real Life




- The Girls live out of her diaries




- Not important

- A good story and fiction are more important

- How artful one can make your life.





- Play on Earnest/Ernest






- Doesen’t really play out to this






- More of an ironic title






- Book ended.

· Irony of Earnest/Ernest

· Is anyone actually Earnest?

· Miss Prism, Maybe/

· Lady Brackness represents all that the Others react against.

· How does this reinforce the Class system?

· Talking to Jack about parents, can’t be born from a handbag

· Bracknell accepts Cecily after learning of her dowry.

· How does this undermine the Class system?
· War to consume most at host’s expense

· Morality of lower class allows upper class to be immoral.

· Flips traditional models

· Arbitrary rules-absurd and nonsense.
