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When searching for one act scripts to choose 
from, I had no idea what I wanted to direct, then 
I stumbled upon The Flattering Word. Ron Zank 
gave me this script to read and when I read it for 
the first time, I didn’t care for it. After reading it 
a second time, my opinion changed. This show 
portrays a valuable message about theatre that I 
hope everyone can see as they are watching this 
show. While the church and the theatre used to 
not be in agreement with each other, they collab-
orate in today’s society with theatre being used 
to tell Bible stories and so on. This small church 
didn’t know what they had coming when Eu-
gene Tesh (or is he really?) a famous stage star, 
walked into town. I would like to thank my cast 
for being so patient with me as I embarked on 
this new journey called directing. My family, 
friends, and Erik for being so supportive and 
saying “It will all be okay.” Last but not least, 
Ron Zank my advisor and professor for being so 
helpful and understanding during this process 
and Amanda Grissom who ranted about the 
stress of our shows on the way to class with me.

-Kyrsten Hume

A Note from the 
Director
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A Note From the
Director

As a first-time director, I was drawn to The Man 
of Infinite Sadness because it both intrigued and 
challenged me. It is a story of blurred reality, 
projected desires, and conflicting emotions, all of 
which result in two women’s imaginative, and 
often ridiculous, fantasies. Figuring out these 
fantasy sequences was one of the most difficult, 
and most rewarding, aspects of my directing 
experience. I was guided by my concept that 
everything in this play is a distorted reflection; 
much like trying to read your own face in the 
murky surface of a puddle, characters in this 
play misinterpret, or even invent, connections 
and reflections between themselves and one 
another. I am extremely excited to be making my 
directing debut, particularly with such a fun and 
quirky, but also relatable, play. I would like to 
thank Ron Zank, for pushing me (and my but-
tons) ever day, Kyrsten Hume, for driving me 
and keeping me sane through this process, and 
the wonderful cast and crew who have brought 
this production to life.  

-Amanda Grissom*
Warning: This show does contain some adult 

language




