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DIRECTOR’S NOTE 

at the start of every new project, I ask myself (and my creative team) three 
key questions. Why are we doing this play? What is this play about? What do we 
want the audience to walk away with after seeing this production? Here are my 
answers to those questions.

1. 	Every year, the Department of Theatre collaborates with Buchanan Center for the 
Arts on one production, typically either a holiday show or a large spring musical. 
With this in mind, it was important to find a production that offered excellent oppor-
tunities not only for our college cohort, but also for the wonderful youth and adult 
actors in our local community (this production features 11 college students, 12 
community members, and one faculty member). After reading many holiday themed 
family- friendly plays, this one kept floating up in my mind. Dylan Thomas’s poetry 
is simple and powerful, and provides a wonderful challenge for our actors in the 
production. The characters and the family traditions in this play are something we 
can all relate to on some level, and on top of that, the musical element adds 
something special for this show. We are blessed with a great number of strong 
singers in our campus community, and I was excited to find a show that could 
highlight these skills. 

2. This is a memory play, and is told completely from one character’s perspective. 
Speaking of a long past childhood, Dylan Thomas as a narrator is inherently unre-
liable. We’re not looking at the real events of a single Christmas as they unfolded. 
Instead, we’re experiencing a conflated, exaggerated, mishmashed version of the 
events. We’re watching a highlight reel of an entire childhood, compressed into 
one day. This idea of the memory play allows the cast and designers a lot of cre-
ative freedom. If we look back into our memories, not every picture is drawn in full, 
clear detail. We remember certain elements and forget others. It’s the same here. 
The closer the memory, the person, the event, to Dylan’s center—the more clearly 
drawn and vivid the memory is. The further out you go, the less realistic things can 
become. This idea is present in the acting, staging, and the design of the production.

3. I want you, the audience, to experience the shared magic of Christmas with the 
cast. I want you to feel like you’ve just spent a warm, wonderful holiday with your 
own family. I want you to leave the show singing Christmas carols and hymns, and 
looking for a copy of Dylan Thomas’s poem to read again and again, letting it inspire 
new Christmas memories for your family. 

Thank you for supporting the arts at Monmouth College. Enjoy the show. 

—TODD QUICK 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF THEATRE
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at both the regional and national levels. 
 
 Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for invitation to the 
KCACTF regional festival and may also be considered for national awards 
recognizing outstanding achievement in production, design, direction and 
performance. 
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the exemplary work produced in college and university theaters across the 
nation. 
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THE REAL INSPECTOR HOUND
by Tom Stoppard

Directed by Todd Quick 

February 27-March 1, 2020
Fusion Theatre | 7:30 pm Thurs-Sat | 2 pm Sun

Tickets $9; $7 students & seniors; $6 MC ID

Attending the premiere of a new murder mystery, two feuding theatre critics  
soon find themselves inside the play-within-a-play and implicated  

in the lethal activities of an escaped madman.


